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. $C^LEMN WARNING 

] } l^ ^ AeAlNST 



ADDRESSED 



«0 VhS TOTTKO MZS3B7 OF THfi XTNITBH 6TATa8« 
I WITH AN APPENDIX, 

G«Bta>«>*«»^ ^^ CoftKMPONOKifCE between Eliphalet Mnrdoek, of Le Roy, Oene^ee 

(.9*Btv> N. Y. ud the aathor. relating t« the supposed mnrder of }l!r. ^1nrdock'• 

'feMitr, throoffli Masonic rengeaDce, at Keosselaenrille, m the connty of 

Albany, in October 1803, — ~and sereral other interesting nllgltcrs. 



^]:son, if sinners entire thee, consent thou nou If iliey say, coin« wUh 
»iA, I't ns Jay *a'«t <"*«• b!nod, let as lurk privily for the iniioceat WfUioi<f 
zunt '- ^'n>it ift thy lot amonnr yg, let as ail have <»«e jmnvr. My MM>, ^^^^1 

e)t i»ou in the tvay with iIirid ; refraia thy foot from their rifttll : For \hew 
et «« to evil, and make haste to «hed hlood.— P»#v. i. 10, II, 14, 15, 16. 
Hi'* "*' feliowship wiih the iinfruiiful works of Jarknejis; but ratlier 
•.C^rove' 'leufi : For ii i:> n shame even to speak of thofC Uiings which ate 
lone of »cm in servvt. — J-'phesiafs v. 11, 12» 



By SOLOMON SOUTH WICKr 

Editor of the N vtianal Obserrer, Albany. 
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', -Vl new VoRKj 

iiaULiCLlBRm . J 



! ASTOR. LENOX AND 
S TK DEt* FOUNDATIONS. 

\ R 1901 



»- 



JVbf 4/iCr» Sistriet of Ntw-York, to wit : 

BE it remembered, that on the twenty-second day of Octohctj^ 
the fifty-second year of the independence of the United States'' 
America, A. D. 1827, Solomon Southwick, of the said District, h^' 
deposited in this office the tide of a Book, the right whereof he clajfi 
as Author, in the words following to wit : 

** A Solemn Warning agninst Free Mtsonry. AddrMicd to tlie young »eB of \ 
Bnited States. With an ■ppendixyeontainitig the correspondence between Eliph^ 
Mnrdock, of L« Roy, 0«Beiee county, N. T. knd the author, relating to the %wo<n 
murder of Mr. Murdock'e father, through maionic rengeance at KeBsselaerville 
tka county of Albant, in October, 1803 ; and lereral other intereating matters. \ 
8on, if sinners tntice thee, consent thou not. Ifthey say, oome with us, let vs lay \ 
for blood, let ui lurk pririlj for the ioaoeent vithoat caa«e. Cast in thy lot among 
let OS all hare one purse, uy son, walk not thou in the way with them; ivfrain thy l>( 
ftom their path. For their feet riai to evil, and make haste to shed blood. Frov. i . 10. 
14,15, 16. HaTe no fellowship with tho unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
prove them .* For it is a shame eren to speak of those thin», which are done of tl^ 
i2 secret EphesiMU 1. 11, 19. By Solomon Southwick, Editor of the NaUonol Ob, 
Tw, Albany.** 

In conformity to the act of the Congress oftheUoited States, ei, 
tied "An act for the encoaragement of learning, by securing the , 
jpieiof Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and propiietors 
such copies^ during the times therein mentioned ;" audi also, to 
act entitled *' An act supplementary to an act entitled < An act for 
encourageinent of learning, by secori^ tiie copies of Maps, Chai 
and Books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during 
times therein mentioned,' and extending the benefits thereof to the % 
qI Desigoingi Engraving, und Etching historical and other prints.'* 

R. R. LANSING, Clerk 
nftlh l^Oifict Cnvrt oflht r. S,foT ifit Horthtrn Bistrnt rfNtiv-Vo 
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DEDICATIOlf. 



TSo TRUMBULL GARY,* TIMOTHY FITCH* WILLTAxJ DAVIS* 
HINMAN HOLDEN,* T. F. TALBOT, JAMES P. SMITH/LYMAN 
D. PRINDLE, ELEAZER SOUTHWORTH, WILLIAM' KEYES, 
JONATHAN LAY, Committee of Genesee County. 

eRSON BENJAMIN * HEMAN CHAPIN,* JONATHAN BUELL,* 
RALPH WILCOX, BANI BRADLEY, JOSIAH PORTER, Commit- 
tee of Bloomfield, Ontario County. 

SAMUEL RAWSON,* NATHAN JENKS,* JONAS M.WHEELER.* 
SAMUEL EWING, ELIJAH SEDGEWICK, JOHN SARGEANT, 
THOMAS WRIGHT, Committee of Victor, Ontario County. 

SAMUEL WORKS,* FREDERICK F. BACKUS,* HEMAN NORTON, 
FRKPERICK WHITTLESEY, JOSIAH BISSELL, Jun. THURLOW 
WEED, Committee of Rochester, Monroe County. 

ISAAC LACY,* SAMUEL LACY,* WILLIAM PIXLEY, BENJAMIN 
BOWEN, Committee of Chili, Monroe County. 

JOHN GAlftUT,* TRUMAN EDSON, CLARK HALL, CommitttfQ 
of Wheatland, Monrt)e County. 

BATES COOK,* ALEXANDER DICKENSON,* SAMUEL DEVfAUX^* 
JOHN PHILLIPS, Committee of Lewiston, Niagara Couoty. v 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE Dedication of a book, if not the 
ofTspring of mere private friendship, or graii* 
tude to a patron, implies, that those to whom it 
is addressed, have rendered some signal service 
to their country, or mankind; have either, by 
their wisdom, valour and patriotism, aided th6 
ane> or by their humanity and benevolence con* 

* The namei thus dtsigoated (*) are those of the ^catlesQl w]|^ . 
forned the Ltwiston ConTentton, ttricUy to called. 



^'^ 
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ferred obligations upon the other. You, gen- 
tlemen, have done both ; a number of you, in 
the first place, as members of the Lewiston 
Convention, engaged in bringing to light the 
foul conspiracy against the liberties of your 
country, which robbed William Morgan of his^ 
liberty and life, and otherwise disgraced our 
annals : And all of you, in the second place^ 
as the authors and signers of a Report upon; 
those unparalleled outrages, which does honor 
to your independence and integrity ; and is 
eminently calculated to open the eyes of your 
fellow-countrymen, to the dangerous and de- 
structive influence of all secret associations,, 
upon their civil and political liberties. 

In the execution of these imperative and im- 
portant duties, you have, in a generous spirit of 
humanity and patriotism, spent much valuable 
time and labour, and incurred many heavy ex- 
. penses ; and have suffered, at the same time, 
much abuse, calumny and persecution, from a 
powerful and secret combination of midnight 
conspirators and assassins. 
.; For all this, your fellow-countrymen owe you 
a debt of gratitude ; and I feel it my duty, in 
part payment of my portion of that debt, to in- 
scribe your names in front of this work, as 
those of public benefactors — of whom it is but 
pst to say, in spite of all that can be said to the 
contrary, by editorial tools, and other unprinci- 
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pled sycophants and knaves^ that Iheydeserve 
the undivided respect, and grateful remem- 
brance, of the present and future generations. 

With these sentiments, which flow from the 
heart, as well as the head ; and the expression 
of which, in this place, and on this occasion, I 
have thought due to every principle of patri- 
otism and justice — 

I subscribe myself. Gentlemen, 

Your friend and fellow-citizen^ 

THE AUTHOR- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



tt?" The " Solemn Warning'' pourtrays to the 
rising generation, in colours true, if not suffi- 
ciently vivi^, the dangerous consequence! to 
their tempera} and eternal happiness, that ma]i 
ensue from their joining an assoctation, which 
ought never to have had existence in this free 
and enlif htei>ed country r and the existence of 
which 4jannot be preserved, without eventual^ 
ly destroying our civil and political liberties. 

The reasons of the author for preferring to 
publish this work in a book form, are, that Jiiav- 
ing been proscribed by the Qrder, in the first 
place, /or simply publishing the truth, he de« 
termined, on the other hand, to proscribe them 
as enemies srnd traitors to their country, het 
constitution and laws, for attempting to sup- 
press the TRVTM. He accordingly did com- 
Q)ence, in his editorial department, to return 
proscription for proscription^ with the conseien^ 
tio«ia cpnviction^r »t' the same time^ that while 
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their proscriptioB, of him was mean, dptardl/i 
an^ at war with the constitutional rightsltnclliber- 
ties pf the eitizen, his proscription of them and 
their works of darkness, was called for by every 
principle of honour, humanity, liberty, and law. 
He will, therefore, continue to proscribe them, 
)n bis editorial department, so long as it shall be 
thi pleasure of Divine Providence to sustain him 
at the editorial desk in health of body and mind. 
But, independent of his editorial labours, be 
wishes to place on record his opinions of the^ 
Order^ in a . form that shall render them more 
likity to be tmnded down to futura times, than 
ibat of editorial matter. He wishes to place in 
tbf hands of the rising generation, what he be* 
lieves will have a tendency to preserve thou- 
8a»ds of them from ruin, if they will but listen 
tethe admonitions of truth and experienie. To 
divert promising young men, to whom the God 
of Nature may have given fibe talents, and gen- 
erom and noble sensilnlities, from plunging in- 
to paths/ and pursmng steps, that **lead down 
ta the gates of helly^ is his object on the one 
hand; and he will not conceal, that on the 
tether, he has no objection, under existing cir- 
cumstances^ to bring his humble talents into 
market, in a just and honoraWe canse^ in the 
hope of no more than a fair fefltiuneration $mt 
his mental labour* These are the eoosidera- 
tiem wJbieh have indtned hfm to prepare tbrs 
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work; antthey are suck considerations a& he- 
believes will induce thousands of honesty hon-. 
ourallfiB and patriotic men to encourage it. The 
minions of the Order have propagated an opin- ' 
i<>n, wherever they could do it successfully, that 
he is insane — ** mad as a March hare /'* But 
he despises their calumny^ at the same tinie 
that he pities sincerely their miserable igno-- 
.ranee, that makes them the dupes of a foul im*^ 
liosture* X^hebemad, however, he is deter- 
mined* there shall be method in his madness* 
A' certain noble-minded, ancient and Christian 
philosopher, was charged with the same infirmi*^ * 
ty when combatting similar if not equally^ atro-^ 
cious impositions and wickedness. '^ / am not > 
Tnad, most noble FestuSj (said the Christian 
champion) hut speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness.*^ ]\ow, if the writer of the 
« SOLEMN WARNING,^* shall not "speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness^'^ in the 
estimation of all who have the sittallest regard 
for truth, freedom and righteousness, he wili 
consent to be called " «iad'* by them, as well, 
as by the fanatical, blind and stupid, or im* 
piously wicked and corrupt apologists of Mor^ 
gan's abduction aad murder On this ground 
is he perfectly willing to stand or fall, when the 
following work shall come before the public ; 
and he cannot but hope, that all parents and 
guardians* who haff ^ufficx^nt confidence in his 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



talents to perform this task, and wb^ think as 
he does of the Masonic Order ^ may see and feel 
the necessity and importance of encoufttging 
the work. 

All who are disposed to purehase this publi- 
oatioui will please address their orders, for any 
number of copies, to the author at Albany, in- 
closing the amount, and paying postage ; and 
the pamphlets shall be forwarded according to 
direction, at three shillings single, or three dok> 
lars per single dozen* Two dollars and fifty 
rents per dozen, for any number B#t leA than^ 
* six dozen. 

ALBA19T, Ocfeft^ 9«Ay. 1827. 
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A SOLEMN WARNINCt. 



TO TiaE YOUNG MEN OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

My Youwu Countrymen r 

It is on your account, and not on my owHi* 
that without preface or apology, I claim of you a 
patient and a candid hearing, in what I am now 
aboutto lay before fou : And this I am satisfied, 
notwithstanding but few indeed of you can know 
any thing of me, that ;^u will cheerfully award ? 
for although experience may not have taught 
yott much, as she is a islow teacher, whom we 
are obliged to follow long before she answers 
lialf the questions we have to put to her ; and 
too often; alas ! does she leave the wisest of us 
to sink into the grave the victims of ignorance., 
error and delusion ;^et the native good sense, 
as well as goocl feelmg, of American youth, will 
at aN times, I believe, as they ever have done, 
induce them to listlb with candour and patience 
to whatever is ilitend^ to promote their own 
happiness, and rendet them woi^hy of them* 
selves, tff their country, and her hign destinies. 

I am well aware how almost impossible it is 
to put old heads upon young shoulders. Thir 
brighteiit and the dtlllest youth are equally ia 
want of experience ; and without some expeti* 
enee, it is difficult, if not imposi^ble, for'any Ku« 
HMm being calmly t0 surf ey the dangers that 
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encompass him^ and clearly to perteive ^e 
means of averting them. 

The youth of bright intellect and sound na- 
tive judgment, it is true, will sooner arrive at 
the necessary information, to enable him to steer 
his bark safely through the stormy ocean of life, 
than he to whom Nature haS been less bounti- 
ful in mental or intellectual endowments : But 
still both may need the monitions of the aged« 
of those who have had experience, to enable 
them to start the more fairly in the race which 
^ to terminate in^ tLeiv temporal and eternal 
salvation or destruction. 

It certainly is not from arrogant presumption, 
on my part,, that I now addfess yoU. Nor is it 
from, any wish- to court your favour, of render 
you subservient to any (lelfish purposes of my. 
^f^n. Ambitious of power I am not at this time 
of life ; for I have calmly surveyed the heights 
of political elevation, and. know fuH welh that 
however fascinating they may be at some times, 
and under cevtain circumstances, they possess 
but few if any charms forjiim who has lived 
Ibng^ been, chastened by adversity,^ as I have 
been, and. seen mifbh of mankind: Covetous of 
wealth L am not ; for I have tasted^ or riither 
tested, botb. extr^m^s of pi%speri1y: and adver- 
aiiy.; and full well have I learned, that in pursuit 
of 4*^es there is a happy medium, at which 
every wise man will aim ;. and thc^t however ne- 
cessary it.may be to arrive at that, for our fern- 
Horal comfort and convenience — ^yet it is not ^ 
tha| alone — and still less is it the possession of 
power, that can ensure the tranquillity or happ? 
j^ess of ^.rational and immortal being.. " 
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I have said thus mndh of myself, because I em 
we9 aware that the subject, to which I "vtbh M 
call your attention- — and especially the honest, 
just, bold and proper manner in which a sacred 
sensefof duty to God and my countrf demands 
of me to treat it— are calculated at this peculiar 
cri«is^ to bring no small share of odium opon my 
head from a certain 4fuarter. Those who have 
alr^eady basely misrepresented my motives, ma- 
lignantly slandered my reputation^ and attempt- 
ed by means far from honorable, t^ injure my 
interest, on account of my editorial «Kertions, 
feeble and inefficient, it is 'true, but Heaven 
fenows virtuous and sincere, to bring to light the 
feul conspirators, who, in the language of Judge 
Throopi (when he s^tenced four o? them to a 
punishment by far, very far, too mild for the 
enormity of their crime,> " have robbed tiie state 
of a citizen, a citizen of his liberty, a wife of her 
husband, and m family of helpless children of 
the endearmeitfsN and protecting c&ie of a pa- 
rent :" Those^ I say, who*on this account have 
pursqed no^ with their slander and malignity, 
will be equally busy, i have a right to presume^ 
in persuading you, that this address is tiie dic- 
tate of a selfish heart, or an uii^ouiid head. 

Fmm thesB renacks, v^ young countrymen, 
you will parcmte, th«t FREE MAiBONRY is 
to be the theme of this Address. It is so — an4 
it is ^o ^arn yot most seriously aiid solemnly 
against th#l Order, as qne fraught with local- 
#ulabl0 mischief t^ all your dearest intoi^ests in 
this life, as well as in tnat which is to come, that 
i'lhave taken up my pemon this occasion. It is 
to convince you, if I can, that your safety an4 
year duty, ypuf happiae^is aad yohr glory, eqi«al- 
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ly demaMd of you to shutt, as you would the 
Bohon Upas, or the Simoom of the Arabian de- 
serts, the alluring steps that lead into a Masonic 
Lodge Room; for they are emphatically the 
steps which " lead down to the gates of hell !'^ 

I shall now proceed to give you my reasons 
why you ought not to enter into the Masonic 
Association : And as Free Masonry boasts of 
her FIVE POINTS of fellowship, I will exhibit, 
as beacons to warn you from her dark and in- 
fernal paths, at least five points of her folly 

AND wickedness. 

You cannot, then, become Free Masons, with- 
out — 

1. Risking your life, if after obtaining the 

wicked, as well as the frivolous secrets of the 

Order, you should, on calm reflection, think it 

; your duty to God, and your country, to rereal 

% them. 

o^ 2. Sacrificing your personal dignity, or self- 
o respect, in a manner too humiliating for young 
j: men of honor and sensibility to stoop to. 

3. Running the risk, and a very imminent one 
it is, of learning to tipple, apd thereby losing the 
respect and esteem of society, and becoming 
vagrants. 

4. Betraying the rights and liberties oi your 
country. • :^.* 

5. Incurring the diapleasureof Eleaven, ifthe 
Bible be not a forgery^ and Ohristianity ft fable 
of man's invention. 

That you will run the risk of your Kves aa 
above stated, by becoming Free Masons, you 
may learn from the foUowring letter, which I hiid 
recently occasion to write, to say nothing of the 
mass of evidence collected at \hree difiewnt 
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trials of persons, eharged with the GOBspiraay to 
kidnap William Mdrgan and David C. Miller, in 
the counties of Ontario and Genesee, N. Y.^— 
and the still further evidence afforded by a late 
Executive Proclamation.* 

l^From the National Intelligenur,'] 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton— 

Gentlemen — ^As, in giving place to my adver- 
tisement or rather prospectus, you have expres- 
sed an opinion, founded on an article which you 
have copied from the United States Gazette ; 
and as I know that article to be utterly destitute 
of truth, I will not say intentionally so, from be- 
ginning to end, will you permit me through your 
eolumns to make a counter statement, which I 
know to be strictly true ? 

The Gazette article asserts, that the excite- 
ment in relation to the abduction of Morgan and 
Miller, was got up for electioneering purposes. 
But let us look at the facts. 

On Sunday morning, the 10th September, 
1826, William Morgan was arrested in Bataivia^ 
on a criminal process, and carried off to Canan- 
daigua. There the criminal charge was aban- 
doned, which those who had arrested him on it^ 
knew would be the issue, as it was, from the 
beginning, a mere trick to get him off the lim- 
its at Batavia, where he was confined for debt. 
Immediately on his being discharged by Jus- 
tice Chipman, on the criminal process, a debt was 
trumped up, which had no real foundation, by 
the same party who had brought him from Ba- 
tavia, on which, being poor and friendless, be 
wm put into the jail at Canandaigua. The 

*- Sc© Afipendis, iio^ i. 
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uext night after this event, one Lotou LawRon, 
^since convicted of kidnapping Morgan, and 
now in prison for the deed) eame forward un- 
der the mask of friendship, and persuaded Mor- 
gan to permit him to pay the debt, inducing 
Morgan to believe that it was out of pure friend- 
ship, and that he would take him to his house. 
Poor Morgan was too credulous — he agreed to 
Lawson's proposal — but the moment the latter 
sot him out of jail, he was seized violently by 
Lawson and one or two other persons, and not- 
withstanding his cries of murder, was forced 
into a carriage, and drove off, Jehu like ; since 
which he has not returned ; nor have any tidings 
been had of him, excepting, that it has been 
clearly proved, at the last Ontario Sessions, that 
he was taken to, and confined in, the magazine 
of Fort Niagara. So far we accompany the un- 
fortunate Morgan. I shall barely remark here, 
that the reason why the criminal charge was 
abandoned was, that, if they had put him into 
jail on that charge, they could not have got him 
out again, and their intention^ from the begin- 
ning, to make way with him, would have been 
defeated. 

Now for a few words as to David C. Miller, 
the Editor of the Republican Advocate, at Ba- 
thvia. lie was engaged in printing a book — 
lllvstrations of Masonry — of which Morgan 
was the author ; and for which the latter had . 
been kidnapped. 

The night after Morgan was carried from 
Batavia, Miller's printing office was set fire to, 
and came near being consumed. 
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e4 out of the jail atCanandatgua, from sixty i» 
eighty men, all FreemasodBi entered the vilJAgp 
of Batavia, armed mth hickorv clubs, seized Da^ 
vid C. Miller, likewise unoer preteneei of a 
eriminal process, and carried him off by 'ferae, 
as far as ^e village of Le Roy, where he was 
given to understand that he was to join wttb> 
and share the fate of Morgan. But, fortunate* 
ly for Miller, the people had become alarmed, 
and turned out to pursue his captors ; and he 
was rescued at Le Roy, and escorted safety 
back to Batavia ; the process on which he had 
been taken turning out to be a sham, like that 
which had unfortunately succeeded in the case of 
Morgan. But I cannot take leave of Miller here^ 
without paying a merited compliment to John 
Hascall, Esq. ofLe Roy, a Royal ArchMason^ 
to whose intrepidity Miller was greatly indebt- 
ed for his release fromihe ruffians who had sei- 
zed him* VI n Hascall has since openly seoe^ 
ded from the Masonic. Fraternity, on account 
of those unlawfijl proceedings. 

Were not these unparalleled outrages, gentle- 
men, sufficient to excite the people, without the 
aid of electioneering artiiice, or selfish views, oft 
the part of any one^ They certainly were^-^ 
They did, of course, cause an excitemettt, of 
which I will now state briefly some of the results. 

Town and county meetings were immediately 
held in the counties of Ontario, Genesee, Mon- 
roe, Livingston and Niagara, by which, dele- 
gates were appointed, (all of resp6ct4biJity} 
. uponT whom it was enjoined, as a duty,^ to in- 
. vestigate thoroughly, as far as they possibly 
could do, the facts attending the abductic^, aild 
di9pposed subsequent murder ofMorgAO; w/^ir^l 
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JKi the oiMrages<;6mmitte<I do the property and 

1|pBrsoD of Miller. This delegation^ consisting 
of some of the first men in the Western District, 

^^assemfaled at Lewiston, and hence have been 
slyled the Lewiston Convention.* They enter- 
ed tearlessly und honestly upon the duty assign- 
-ed tfaem, and have ever since pursued tiieir ob- 
ject steadily. Through their exertions princi- 
pally, FOUR of the conspirators, those who took 
Morgan frora the jail at Canandaigua, were in 
dieted, pat on trial and convicted on a plea of 

• guilty, in Ontario county ; and three have since 
been convicted of kidnapping Miller, after plead- 
ing not guilty ih Genesee connty. A consider- 
able number stand indicted, who have not yet 
been tried; on account of both Morgan and Mil- 
ler. It is triie that sixteen or seventeen were ^ 
tried at the last Court of Ses»sions in Ontario 

' county, and were acquitted ; but whoever will 
peruse attentively the testimony as reported, will 
find abundant proof in itof the abduction, if not 
the murder of Morgan ; and will perceive, at 
the same lime, such a mass ofnon mirecordo 
statements as was never before exhibited in any 
court of justice. The Judge, however, one of 
tbe ablest in the state, [I mean Judge Howell] 
ia charging the jury, declared that *Vthe proof 
^' to establish both the conspiracy and its con- 
'^ summation, was full and conclusive: that 

' ^* Morgan had been unlawfully kidnapped and 
<* carried offy wa^ abundantly certain ; and that 
♦•4ia bad Jbecn subsequently 'wniai^wWy put to 
'^ death, there was^too much reaso'n to bilieve.'^^ 
ile.statefd at th« close of his charge, after sum-^ 

fimog upJ^ evidence, and explaining theiat^, 

>>'^ii«t:th^tQfttaiiiony, though c^wndaM to pj^mc 

9Bte Appendix, Note 9. 
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^' abstractly all that was dMeged^ did not charge 
*^ these defendants with the crime." " The 
time of the court," he remarked,** had, notwitlj- 
** standing, been profitably spent, in elicitin;^^ 
** testimony, which must ultimately unravel tki9 
^^ horrible mystery. 

I give you, gentlemen, the precise words of 
ai> able and upright judge, as reported by the 
several reporters of the trials in question. 

It appears, then, that in three several and dis- 
tinct Courts of Justice, the Ontario Circuit, at 
which Judge Throop presided, when the first 
four conspirators \iere convicted ; the Genesee 
Circuit, at which Judge Birdsall presided, 
when/awr were tried and three convicted ; and 
the Ontario Sessions, at which Judge Howell 
presided, when the seventeen [save one who 
swora off his trial for want of a witness] wer^ 
tried and acquitted : it appears, I say, that in 
these several and distinct Courts of Justice, the 
facts of the conspiracy and its consummation, 
have been established by '* abund ant ^ fully and 
conclusive,^^ legal testimony. How then can 
any editor assert that this excitement has been 
got up for electioneering purposes I Would it 
not be, on the other hand, an eternal disgrace 
to any portion, number, 6r section of the citi- 
zens of the United States, if they could sit qui- 
etly and tamely, and see their friends, their 
neighbors, their fellow-townsmen, kidnapped 
and carried off by violence, contrary to all law, 
human and divine, to be confined perpetually, 
or assassinated at the will and pleasure of their 
kidnappers? I should esteem the man, who 
could see all this without being highly excited^ 
as a wretch, wholly unprincipled, and , totally 
unttroitliy the name of aa American citizen*. . 
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Idut to retorn to the Lewisfon Conre]2tfoi}< 
This patriotic body^ t<>whom the People of the 
United States will hereafter look with grati- 
tude, have been principally instrumental in pro- 
ducing the results above stated. It consisted of 
THIRTY -EIGHT of the uiost respcctablc citizens 
of the Western District, of all parties ; and, so 
far from there being any ground to charge them 
vs^ith ele.ctione^ring or selfish views, only one 
of them hvm come forward since as a candidate 
for office, and he has been brought forward 
by the voluntary suffrages of his friends and 
fellow-citizens. They have just published the 
entire result, tbiis far, of their long, laborious, 
and important investigation, in a pamphlet of 
about eighty pages, octavo ; and I venture to 
say, that tlrereis not an honest, sensible man in 
the United States, who will not be thoroughly 
convinced, on reading it, that Morgan was not 
only kidnapped and murdered^ but that David 
C. Miller, the independent Editor of the Re- 
publican Advocate, at Batavia, would have 
shared the fate of Morgan, had he not been 
rescued by the anti-masonic party from the 
hands of his kidnappers. 

It may hot be amiss to state^ that among the 
«igfter»of the Report of the Lewiston Conven- 
tion, are gentlemen who hold stations of honor 
and responsibility under the Government of the 
United States. I have not the Report at hand 
at'this mornefity but I recollect distinctly the 
names of three officers of the Federal Govern- 
ment, viK. O. Benjamin, Trumbuix Caret, and 
Bat^s Cook, Esquires. These ^entlemen» to- 
gether with their worthy and patriotic col-^ 
leagues, have laboured almost incessantly for 
nine months, or more> to unravel thi^ horrid 
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mystery.;; 7bey have nof ^^iily spent thefr^tim^ 
in the invastigation^ bpt large sums of mpney iQ 
seaf citing the Niagara Riy^r^and La^^e Qi^taripi . 
for.t^i^ body of. the hapless Morgan, which was, 
umlqi^lil^edly buried heueatk thoJ!;.e waters*--" 
Thpisa gentWnpn,.! mean all those \yho formed 
th^ tfGiwistoo <yonventian, deserve the highest 
praiseyinsftead of the least pensure : for their la- 
bors buye; been directed to unravel a conspiracy, 
thq princijjl^ of which ^9^s to. the p 
sio[n. of .pi^r : Fedef a( ; and State C 
Awiyf;,;4li^nj With t^ie groundless i 
atij^gjassertion, that they have Jbeei 
electioneering or sel^^h. motives pj 
This, geptlemeq^ is. the last ari 
shf^ll af k you to publish- In the 2 
serpa^^ hywevQr, I shallcontinui 
vfl^ij^h ,has gjivep rise to thW letter^ ^ « ^ 
kaTQihQalth (jifld life to perform, the ISask.. la* 
ii^y na:^^rpap^r,jl shalldevfelope facts, wliiqh^ if 
trup, ^nd I solemnly belieye -them to be so, wilf 
ad4 3., t<)nfcjd, deeper hue of darkness to the^ 
causeof tho^e who from t}xe abduction of Morgan^ 

di 



*4-l \/It \i£%w» f/^fl-kia HrkKT lirkvrr\l-\/-k/%'t-> ♦.H /^. rM^r»n onAf ii«%^ 
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khoWletfgtt t r know k iii ih^ sftttie wdy.*' 'I* 
afltect Wim if he thought It right ? Hte said in 
V reply, jft&t he " woul9 not have had a hand in it 
for the world ; but the rascal was rightifsitteUP^ 
l^ii conversation was ainong the most import* 
ahf cocd^iderations which induced me td' throw 
off aH itasonic traimmels, and put 'my shoulder 
totlie editorial wheel, to bring to light, if pos- 
sible,. the whole truth in the case. I drew the- 
conclusion, whilst yet talking with the gentle- 
mkn abovre mentioned, that if men like him, who^ 
had beeti classically educated, and had st-udied 
a i^ienqe which teaches, with so much dibcri- 
mination and correctness, the nature of all oaths- 
a«d obligations, coaU be rendered so fanatical 
by their masonic ties, it was time to destroy the 
nistitutiojuentirely : For what I have stated is 
^rictl)^ apd literally tru6, and 1 can add with 
etjuat truth, iKdt the person alluded to is, in his 
^enreral character and habits, a worthy man, an<li 
of ifespectable talents, as well as sts^ndiiig at the 
b^f . IJis name, of covrse^ I shall not reveal, 
"bticause at tliat tiih« hi^ aclUressed me, nt^t only 
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< FrdWith6 JWJJfcedhigJ I««WfiW t^ 
trymeh>. you ^'liipet^^ve tW Me tha^J n^ 
€lwaftt yoii^, if yoo^&iKrtild c«itWiAtdonie> ofth^e 
cOWdaVes iof dflrrajjtkw; thei Wttfifoniij !od§fr- 
rdotai^;; atid sb^a4d Wfifet^&rds, vif CJAlrti teftefc-* 
tidJi, cUitermine,* as'^^^et cf(^ diitf t<iy^4- cdtitt- 
tl»y^t\dyottt Gt)d, tiffex^e' tfe« nfefertiii^ aifid 
unhaUbw^d secrete, tfee di(»g«»tiBtg dh<l bla»- 
phiemours ritte, wh'icli 4W there cherifeli*'d ' and 
pr&otisid. . iVIy ilrarrattte, heWei^et^, i$ ^<yld: farid 
s^i^tess ka the marble bldck, Wtien ebmjmred 
With the true andappttMing ifetttUre^-^f^ the 

of itsi coldness W^aA, tfiWf^I did 0oti ttt the time 
df Witing it, knovir bow fiif 'th* Edit<)rs-of thfr 
N'&ficmal Intellig^ac^^ might 'feet di^po^ m 
permifmethe indulgence of Ih^ ffeeftngv^/ as a 
cQfitJsportdent; Hhrt)iigh the irttedftimdf their 
cqlumns; fitxr saiih has beito theeditp^ialodn- 
i^lktit^nceeA ahtf siippfede the briith' 6ii thifi^ 
6bc*mdft> to cdhedal the efi«k«yOf wimler; *i*d: 
shield the nitai^der^if'6 froinf^fl&e^'cii'cn^^^ te^ir^ 
that it has led ine aittioert to difiKiht seriously,, 
whether the Press, with the iid^ tit^t' 16 t^hich 
itbelongs, bed blessdng or « feursW td my cdttn^ 
try. NeTfer^— nevef-^inf any'a^'W ^Ifri**^, hfle 
the Pi^heeit i«iti Vilely^ w iHtti(tibii^\ ^WMt^ 
^dly pi^ituted', afe ift ftas bwtti- iftiAfts^^dfee.'i-; 
ThAt sublime ihsHruttiedt; li*iifih Kk^ *h(i ifet^ef 
of Ahjhimede^ m<he pKysiestf; teiglft^'W in- 
deed tacive the mol*! WorfA^lf iifflhehfthdfe tilf 
f^iil^,'honb^AMe,^(Mdi^i6t^e^ ihait 

Btiiibrlkof fiterttiiire^^bertjri that mister- 
toiteteWirf^scfefibfe^ttf^^^ #fe^ <« «h* dttVB 
«(lF6di(itiiifibHU^aJv6e6t«^^ by m 

spirits of a FR^n^miMi^'fa^AcmTHwicK^^ aud 

* See Appe&dU, Nota ^ 
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4^er revolutioiiafy worthies)-*wa8 the bei^coii 
that led them to ' freedom and to glory; that 
noblest ot all human mventions has, in this 
case, been abused, perverted, prostituted, \ and 
rendered/ in the ^ttongest possible sense of the 
ter,ms,the deteataible orga^n of : falsehood,: mys- 
tery and corruption ;, the vile instrument of at 
barbarous and blood-stained faction ; the pol- 
hited engine of treachery, tyranny and oppres- 
sion; the pander of Pandemonium! Oh! how 
degraded, how fallen, from its lofty eminence, 
fr4>m what it was, wb^ntlike the pillar of Jire 
in sacred history, it guided the footsteps of our 
fathers, and im^ir^d thi^m^with that noble flame 
of patriotism, ^l^ich i;trged them to the heights 
of Bunker Hill and of iSar^itoga, to the frozen 
plains of Abrahaw; and the burning sands of 
Mpnmoutbr tabbed fuid to, die for the redemp- 
tion of the:ir country,, and the £ree4om and hap- 
piness of thejrpjjstj^i^y!.^ Gould the shade ^oC 
FRANKLIN) he vhaf>referred poverty aqd want, 
as pn Editor, witb truth, honor and indepen- 
dence! as the guideis of his pen — ^to wealth and 
luxury, with sycppibiancy, '9 urvility, falsehood and 
corruption^ aa the ^^iqmates of his soul ! Could 
I|iii in>mortal shad^ JQpk.dowa from its sainted 
oir<>Wof '* the ^pifitd pf justfnen made perfect,.'* 
andbeli^oldl^hf^ipFe^siof his; country^ wbiph in 
his hands wa^; the;ise9tiE(l iHame of freedom, and 
th^ 0onsuming4rff.^ta tyrant^ thus abandoned, 
degii^ded, pe^y?B^,d and prostituted, the bliss 
0f ( Heaven y^ffAA Jbdcooj^ ta him; the torment of 
HeUI . Nor <K>^|^h^re(9Mhe]Pey without wishing 
t^rtturft :to e^ffiW t^ rerkiadle the flame of i^rir- 
tu» ia the ;:lMcefMpit»/Q^ degenerate 
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brethren of the type ; and to animate them t^ 
protect and defend, and not meanly, treacher- 
ouslyand barbarously desert and betray the 
sacred cause of liberty and humanity ! Shame 
on the hirelings and thj cowards ! — curse on 
the slaves and the traitors ! — ^he would exclaim : 
they have looked on tamely, and seen the blood 
of the brave and the innocent shed by the hands 
of masonic ruffians — the constitution, laws and 
liberties of their country, violated and trampled 
tipon by midnight conspirators — the halls ©f le- 
gislation, which ought to constitute the high 
and holy sanctuary of law and justice, deaf 
as the adder to the claims of righteousness, the 
*oice of patriotism, and the cry of blood ; the 
Courts of justice filled* with and polluted by 
the breath of Perjury — the arm of the law para- 
lyzed, as by the touch of the torpedo, by the ope- 
ration of a dark, secret, mysterious and criminal 
agency ! — and above all, the violation of that 
most holy law ol their Creator and Redeemer— 
Thou shalt not commit muruer! All this 
they have witnessed — calmly and co'dly witnes- 
sed — and instead of maintaining the sacred lib- 
erty of the press, and the unsullied dignity of 
virtue ; in^itead of putting ^Hn every honest hand 
a scouRGR to laah the rascals naked through the 
worldf^^ they hrive themselves deserved the lash 
of the scorpion,if not the hook of the gibbet, 
for becoming the wilful panders of rascality, 
the suppressors of truth, the propagators of false- 
hood, the conspirator's apologist, and the mur- 
derer's friend ! 

Another reason of the coldness of my narra- 
tive was, the unparalled importance and mag- 
nitude of the subject. It i^ a theme, of alloth- 
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ejn, most worthy of the patriot, the sage, ih^ 
hero and the christian-*-a theme, which it woula. 
require more than the combined genius, and ta^ 
lents and acquirement^ of a Demosthenes, d, 
CiCBRo, a MiLTo^j a Shakspeare, and a Cur# 
RAN, to do it ample justice. Yes, my youn^ 
countrymen, more than all the mighty poweri? 
of all tho8e sublime geniuses, would be requi^ 
site to pourtray, in all their horrors, and in all 
their ruinous and destructive bearings on ouC 
constitutional liberties, the abduction and mur-» 
der of Willinm Morgan ! Ft is a theme to which 
no genius, merely human, can 9o justice. Ho 
alone, whose page was illumined at the altar of 
Divine Inspiration — the poet and the prophet of 
Israel-*-the unp:^ralleled and matchless Isaiah — 
he alone could give it the appropriate colouring, 
the appaliirig Fight, the dark and infernal shade, 
the bold and indescribable relief that would be- 
long to such a picture. 

Every raai], whether y6ung or old, sacrifices 
his dignity of character, that personal and self- 
respect, which it inessential to his happiness and 
reputation to preserve, whenever he tamely per- 
mits his perj^on to be degraded, or suffers his 
mind to be contaminated, by exposing either to 
rites, ceremonies or contemplations, which are 
puerile, insignificant or vicious ; and such as 
his sober judgment must condemn as unworthy 
of a rational being, responsible to his Creator 
for the uses to which he lends his person, his 
talents, and his time. 

But whoever enters a masonic lodge, sabraits 
necessarily to the tilest of personal and mental^ 
and moral degradation. 

He submits to be stripped naked by men 
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wlio are perhaps far his inferiors m ndoral and 
inteHeetual worth-^whot indeed^ possiessing 
such worthy would deliberately condescend to 
such employment,, or stoop to become thet>b- 
ject of it — under th^ indecent and ridiculoiis 
pretences of ascertaining his sex, and that ne 
has no minerals or metals about him ! F<^r you 
must know, that it is of wonderful import,, in 
ths sublime science of Free r^ asonry, that 
there should be neither iron nor lead, Jbrass . 
nor copper, pewter nor tin, silver nor gold, 
(always saving the fee of initiation) in the 
^ waistcoat or britches pocket,' the purse or the 
pouch of the noviciate — who is prepared iii part 
by this sublime op^eration, to receive the frater- 
nal grip of a set of men, of whom he perceives 
at a glance, from the business in which they are 
engaged, that it is difficult to determine, whether 
they aje the most fools or knaves ; whether ihey 
have lost their senses and their integrity, and 
their self-respect, or whether they ever had any 
af either to boast of : nor is this all: he must 
be led blind-fold, with a rope about his neck, 
and half if not quite naked, round the room in 
which the initiation is consummated : and must 
submit, in the course of the " awful and sub- 
lime*^ ceremonies through which he is hurried 
to still more humiliating and degrading treat- 
ment I He must submit to be knocked down (a 
sham blow and fall; suffer a mimic death, have 
his body hid away, and finally found again (all 
sham and mummery) by a set of weak and silly 
men, bating the knaves that make ^ i;i oodles of 
them, who have been led to believe, that in all 
this contemptible stage-trick andmummery there 
is something of ancient science and wisdom ! 
How degrading, after being thvs stripped, blind- 
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feklecl) haltered, and made a noodle of, to be 
asked by some kna^e or blockhead, what you 
are most in want of! — and whilst Jike a wretch* 
«d ninny as you are, for the^ime being, you are 
puzzling your brain to make out a reply, to 
nave another of the motley nocturnal crew, 
whisper in your ear, that you must ask for 
^^ more light r when Milton^s *' darkfiess visi- 
blCf^ and worse than Bedlam's folly ineffable, 
are q^U that you have seen, or are ^ely to see, 
in the science of the forms and ceremonies of 
the assinine conclave by whom you are sur* 
rqunded ; and who are chuckling at the idea, 
that they have made you as silly and contempti- 
ble as themselves, and have got your money, 
of which you will never know what becomes of 
it, although you have got nothing for it but 
quackery on the one hand and self-degradation 
on the other! What, for one more e^ample^ 
would you think of yourselves, if silly enough; 
not only to be stripped like a malefactor, going 
to be whipped at the post or the cart's tail; but 
in this degraded condition, to be obliged to walk 
round a room, at the pleasure of a group of 
Anaves or noodles, or both, with a polished mar- 
ble stone, shaped like the key-stone of an arch, 
of considerable weight, and oiled, in order to 
make it the harder to hold; to be obliged, J say, 
to take this stone by the small end, and more 
slippery than an eel, as it is purposely rendered^ 
to carry it between the thumb and fingers of 
your right hand, in a suspended or vertical posi- 
tion, on pain, if you let it fall, of having a sword 
or dagger run into you !* And when these ira- 
jpostors, and ignoramussus, who thus sport with 
year person and your feelings,' have subjected 
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you to this paiDful as well as di%raceful pro- 
ceeding, until your hand and fingws become 
stiff, and your arm nearly rmady to fall from its 
socket ; they will, with a laugh and a grin, pe- 
culiar to such animals, relieve you from the ig- 
noble dilemma ; but only to try your patien#^ 
and prove their own, as well q^ your folly, in 
some othei^jBqually degrading and ridiculoffR 
operation. Whal I have here hinted at, is but 
as one to a hundred, of all the humiliating, se]|^ 
degrading mummery, through which you iliust 
pass, if you be weak enough, through a vain 
and idle curiosity, to aim at fellowship and com- 
munion with the gullors and the gullees — the 
deceptive hearts and the dumpling heads — wfeo 
usually constitute a lodge of " frejj and accept- 
ed masons !" 

What right have you thus to degrade your- 
selves I Did your Creator bestow upon you a 
majestic and upright form, stamp you with hig 
own celestial image, endow you with intelfect- 
ual as well as physical strength and beauty ; 
and breathe into you the spirit of immortality— 
that you should ungratefully forget the source of 
all these gifts and graces, and suffer yourselves 
to be treated, as though you were on a level with 
the meaaest reptile that creeps in the dust, oi* 
hidesitself in the caverns of the earth! Shamel 
Shame ! where is thy blush ! And how con- 
temptible, in your own estimation, if possessed 
«f a spark of real honor and sensibility, must 
you feel, after submitting to be thus degraded. 
Under the vain pretence of finding light, where 
there is naught but darkness — of wisdom, where 
there is naught but folly — of truth, where there 
inmagkt but fable, fiction and fabeliood — of 
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scicnco) whiife there is naught but quackery — 
of virtue, where there is naught but vice — of 
rcligian, where th^ite is naught but idolatory, if 
not atl^dsm and infidelity. The Sun was pro- 
bably Ithe original object of^ Masonic worship f 
Ihit in modern times while they have generally 

Sretended to believe in one God, many, if not 
lost of them, have had no faith at all. It was 
from the dark recesses of Masonry that Athe- 
Am stalked abroad to blast the morals of the 
FrAich nation ; and from thence emanated, 
decked in the robes of infamy and pollution, 
the GODDE(SS of REASON, falsely so called, 
f6 contaminate their faith, and prostrate their 
holy altars, at the shrines of impiety, anarchy 
an(J confusiqpi ! It was then that blasphemy ut- 
tdred her cries in the streets of JParis ; it was 
then that the murderer^s arm was bared for tlic 
Work of blood ; and that saint* snd pntriots, he- 
roes and sages, alike were made to perish under 
theistrctke of the guillotine, or fall behind the 
bars and the bolts of the dungeon,, by the hands 
of' such midnight assassins as took the life of 
William Morgan ! Yes, Robespierre, and Dan 
TON, IjEgendre and Marat, were the wretches, 
who ministered at the dark altars of the seif- 
styled llluminati — alias Masonic Fraternitij — 
of France; — ^as Smith and Whitney, and Law^ 
SON and Howard, and Gillis and Sco^ield. 
have been the High Peiests of Iniquity, who 
have either directed or performed the bloody 
rites, at Niagara, of which the brave, honest and 
tinfortunate MORGAN was the victim, and the 
total d^truction ©f our constitutional lifeertie- 
<hc object. 

' • -^ee Ap|i€ndii, Note 8. 
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That you run the risk of becoming drunk- 
ards, and thus losing the esteem and respect 
of society, and sinking into a hapless and de*. 
graded state of vagrancy, by joining /ree n{a- 
so^iry, is clear from the character lat«ly give^i 
of masonic lodges by a learned and virtuous 
member of the Medical Societies of Glasgtrw, 
ip Scotland, a country which has Jong been cigt- 
sed with the arts and wiles, the immorality and 
corruption of the Order ; for it is the Scotch 
rite which now claims to be the oldest, and the 
followers of which are at this moment at war, 
in Mexico, with the followers of the York rite, 
which lately found its way thither. This Y&rk 
rite, is derived from the Grand Lodge of New- 
York; it was introduced into Mexico, probably, 
by two of Morgan's murderers, who are sai4 to 
have fled thither, and who bore it with them, I 
presume, as proper missionaries from the Grajjd 
Lodge ! But be this as it may, the learned Pro- 
fessor, io whom I have alluded, assures us, and 
I can voiy^h fqr J^e truth of his assertion, that 
masonic lodges are the genuine acadUmies of 
tippling." You cannot for a moment doubt the 
truth of this, when you reflect that most, if not 
all of our lodges, are held in taverns or hotels ; 
and whenever they meet, the Landlord recalled 
upon to furnish hot suppers, and in winter abun- 
dance of hot as well as cold liquors. The bot- 
tle circulates freely ; and the liquid poison is 
poured into the veins, to inflame the blood, and 
distract the brains of the youog as well as old 
noodlesvwho take much more delight in*going 
" from labour to, refreshment,"* tl^ian they do in 
returning " from refreshmentta labour." The 
tippler^ the drunkan^, yo« hardly nefd^ to^* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28 

is of all others the character who loses, beyond 
redemption, the esteem and respect of mankind; 
and heirless and wretched, indeed, is the youth, 
or Uie aged man, who has surrendered himself 
a,^ictim at the shrine of the bottle. This is the 
extreme of moral degradation. If then you 
would shun a. vice, so eminently calculated to ru- 
in you, both in^our temporal and eternal state; 
you must shun the "genuine academies" of Sa- 
tan, the dark conclaves of masonry, in which that 
vice tfever fails, more or less, to be taught. — 
Would God. I could add, that this is the only 
vice, the infection of which is to be caught in 
those sinks of iniquity and corruption. But 
when I recollect how often, and with what reluc- 
tance, though a thoughtless young man, I listen- 
ed to the ooarse and obscene jest, the bawdy 
and blasphemous song; and how often I retired, 
in disgust, from those nocturnal orgies, in which 
vice and obscenity laughed virtue and modesty 
out of countenance; and even the holy script- 
ures weVe made the theme or source of poetastr- 
cal rhynfk}' and sacrilegious ribaldry*: when I 
recollect these things, which are still fresh in my 
memory, nnd at the same time feel within me 
the workings of a father's heart, I shudder atthe 
idea of beholding any generous and virtuous 
youth, going, like a lamb to the slaughter, to poi- 
son the virgin purity of his mind, and blunt the 
noble sensibilities of his nature, m a dark and 
secret conclave^ where the melancholy and de- 
grading contrast is exhibited, of men who pass 
in the world for gentlemen and christiaMB, min- 
gfing with bacchanalians and blasphemers, 
drunkards and debauchees, sharpers and black-^ 
1<||B; bulltesiind black-^uard»! 

• See Appendix, Note 9. « 
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This is indeod a portrait of deformity — but i^ 
is a true likeness of Free Masonry thirty-two 
years ago : And although I have not, since that 
period, been personally conversant or acquaint- 
ed with it;* yet fro»n recent occurrences I fear 
that if it has not degenerated, neither has it im- 
proved. Honest men and gentlemen there are^ 
no douhty who bear the diplomas of the Order, 
and who are not willing, at pre(|ent, and thi» is 
very much to their credit, that the world should 
know it. Some such, here and there, may 
still be willing publicly to 'acknowledge their feL- 
low-ship with the craft : But these, altogether, 
bear but a small proportion to the knaves and 
hypocrites, who join it from ambitious or mercc* 
Bary motives ; and the fools who are led into it, 
with a halter, or ''cable totc^^ (as they call it^ a- 
boiit their necks, the appropriate emblem of their 
degraded condition ; and who, whether they seek 
them or not, are sure to find ''their father's as^ 
^e^," if they never found them before, so soon as 
they get within the four walls, and measure the 
length, «nd tryihe strength of their " cable towP^ 
Itis to be recollected here, too, that the pious, 
virtuous, sensible and gentlemanly members of 
the Order, almost invariably keep themselves fl^ 
loof from iJie Lodgp Rooms, having become (as 
all pious, sensfble, virtuous, and disinterested 
men do Ijecome) dii^gusted with the livery of an 
Institution, which they have found, on a tho- 
rough acquaintancci^ to be utterly worthless, 
excepting to those vi\io specnlaifiy and live upod' 
it, as I shall show before \ close this address.. 

ThjAt every man who enters fully into the 
views, the rites, and the rules, or laws of |be 

♦See AppencTia, Note 0. 
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Order (principlefi it has none, as I shall clearfjr 
show) betrays more or less the rights and liber- 
ties of iiis country, is evident from many con* 
siderations, a few of which I shall briefly refer 
to. * When we talk of our attachment to equaf 
laws, if we are sincere in what we say, we mean 
taws not only equal in theory ; but which ia 
pra£tice operate equally upon and for ttee bene- 
fit BIT all ; whi(fi secure equal assessments in 
taxation ; impartial justice in civil suits between 
man and man ; and elective suffrage at the 
polls, unbiassed by any other considerations, 
than the relative or t;omparativo virtues and 
tjffents of the candidates. To compass ail these 
high and important objects, in a republican 
gdvernment, what is the duty of every citizen ? 
Is it not to guard himself sedulously against all 
combin^ttions, or associations, that shalf in any 
respect curtail the free and unlimited exercise 
of his reason ; that shall excite in his breast 
passions, and prejudices, and partialities, in- 
compatible with the exercise of a sound discre- 
tion for the public good ; that slAll ^nftact his 
views from embracing the welfare of the public 
large, to that of a. few, a sect, or a party ; 
and those perhaps far from being the best por- 
tion of the community I IHie ans#er to this 
question is obvious. How then can those who 
enter into a secret Conclavlfe, and th^re pledge 
themselves to go all lengths, and on all occa- 
iions, to serve and promotfe each otheir's inter- 
ests ; wh# there^rofess their attaohment to this 
SECItBT INSTITUTION, or CONCI^AVE^ 
its .laws and ordinances, and to its members, 
iconcctitely and individuallyrforming with, them 
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a chain of artificial friendfihip, coonected I>v 
oathS) the promises and the penalties of whicn. 
are at war with all their oUigationa to God 
and their country ; how can they, I ask you, 
who are thus trammelled, thus bound by the 
fetters of a secret combination, go forth as as- 
sessors, as jurors, as ministers of justice, as 
electors, as law-givers, prepared to exercise 
those high and important trusts, those vkal 
functions of a fre6 go vernment,^ faithfully and' 
impartially, in the spirit of patriotism, equity 
and justice t > 

History is full of proof, that whenever and! 
wherever men have become firmly connectecMft' 
sects or parties, either religious or political* that 
their attachment to their sect or party, has* ex- 
pelled from their br^a^ts that divine spirit of 
universal charity and benevolence, which the 
Redeemer of mankind taught his disciples; 
and which every true Christian is bound to 
cherish. If then ordinary sects or parties, in 
pursuit of a common object, which is not con- 
cealed by any <iark mantle, but well known to 
the public at large ; and the members of which 
sects or parties are bound by nothing more 
than a mere esprit du corps ; are so apt to los^ 
sight of tlteir obligations to their country and 
viankind, in their blind attachment to their sec* 
. larian or party viewn ; how much' more so must 
^e me6ibers of an Orders who to the same 
esprit du carps, add the excitement, the attaokK 
HKint, the panialities,.the prejudice in favour 
of each, other, which grow out of their peiuliai^ 
secret and mysterious rit^s and ties, the force 
of oatbB the most horrible, the most gvoasi^kfi 
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suiting to tlie moral sense of mankind^ as well* 
as repugnant to the Divine and Civil Laws. 

Before I conclude, on this head, it is incum- 
bent upon me to prove the incompatibility of 
the masonic obligations, with those which every 
citizen owes to the state. 

Whether the doctrine of expatriation be well 
founded or not, it is certain that every citizen 
ow#s faithful allegiance to the laws and coni^tir 
tutions of his country, so long as he enjoys 
their protection, How, then, pan any citizen, 
who duly reflects upon his civic obligations, 
and means to preserve them inviplate, go into 
otlNisonic lodge, Qiid there swear as follows : — 
' Furthermore do 1 promise and swear^ that 
J will support the constitution of the Grande 
Lodge of the^ United 8tate§^ and of the Grand 
Lodge of this State, under which this Lodge^ 
is heldf and conform to aU the bye-laws, rules 
and regulations of this or any other Lodge, of 
which I may at any time hereafter become a: 
member. 

Can any thin^ be more irrational, more re- 
pugnant to the moral sense of an honest man 
and a good citizen, than this oath t rt)r it 
ihust be borne in mind that this is an oath of 
initiation, at the time of taking whiih, the de- 
ponent is totally ignorant of the prescriptions 
of those ioonstitutions and laws, which he swears- 
to support : he has not read them ; they have 
Qit^been read to him, nor explained by way of 
■fecture, or in any other shape wha|soeyer : Ami 
§pt does be rushy thus blindly, to the altar of 
darkness and delusion, and swear to support 
A^D^l^nd not only the constitutions and laws^ 
. aTr^^y made^ %\xt those whkh may be mad^ 
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thereafter: And these constitations and laws, 
are those of a private, secret association ; and 
yet " without %ny mental evasion, or equivoca- 
tion,'' without any reservation of his moral or 
reHgious obligations, or the allegiance he owes 
to the paramount laws of his country, he swears 
roundly that he will support them, though they 
may, for aught that he knows, lead him to the 
commission of treason, murder, or any other 
felony ! ** Our armies swore terribly in Flan- 
ders," said Sterne's Toby; but with all their 
flippancy |ind proficiency in the art, fre^tna- 
sonry could have taught them a lesson they 
little dreamed of. 

The next obligation I shall quote, goes still 
further ; for when the old Tempter gets his 
** cable-tow" about tfte neck of a subject, there 
is no know ing whither or to what he will lead 
him : And I have not the smallest doubt, that 
this obligation is the prolific source of mon- 
strous crimes and corruptions, among those 
members of the order, in particular, who are 
ignorant and vicious : this oath, indeed, is am- 
ply sufficient to make an ignorant man a vicious 
man, to render him the willing pander and in- 
strument of wickedness. 

Furthermore^ do I promise and swear j that 
a master masorCs secrets^ given to me in charge 
as such, and 1 knowing him to he such, shall re- 
mainas secure and inviolable in my breast as 
in his own^ mv/rder and treason excepted; emd 
they left to my own election. 

If the oath, before quoted, was shocking C# 
the moral sense of an honest man tftid a patriot, 
how much more so is this t If that might be 
caMed a leap i* the darK, into the yegione^ of 
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iniquity^ this ia an open and undisguised oath of 
feedty to crimen and criminals of the blackest 
hue— to forgers, counterfeiters,* pick-pockets, 
sharpers, thieves and high- way-men; to all sorts 
of criminals, in fact, but murderers and traitors: 
and although the right to conceal or expose these 
is reserved by the deponent, there is not much 
reason to believe that a thotpugh-going devotee 
at the altars of Jachin and Boaz would ever ex- 
ercise it in the way of exposition ; for the man 
who could conceal or harbor a thief, or a high- 
way libber, because he was a mast^ masoOr 
would find but little if any difficulty in stretching 
his conscience to embrace the traitor and the 
murderer.* lam, indeed^ well aware that this 
embrace has been given, that this stretching of 
a masonic conscience has happened, because one 
of the murderers of Morgan, in his flight from 
Justice, passed through the city of Albany, and 
would have been arrested in it, if he had not 
been warned of his danger, and aided to escape, 
by one or more Royal Arch Masons ! But let 
the wretched out-law go where he may, the ghost 
of his hapless victim will rise, ever and aqon, to 
his view — and continually digitated by the hor- 
rors of a guilty conscience, he may exclaim ia 
the language' of Milton : 

Me, misernble ! which way shall I fly 
Infinite wrath, ami infinite despair ? 
Which way I fly is hell, myself am hell ; 
And in the lowest depth, a lower deep 
■X Still threatening to devour me, o^^eiis wide, 
To which the hell I sufferseems & heaven ! 

To return to the oath : Can any faithful cit- 
izen deliberately take such an unlawful and wick* 
ed-oath, as I haVehere. transcribed, and know 
to ha^e been taken by every masjer mason I^r- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



35 

And if once indiscreetly taken, through youth 
and inexperience, or otherwise : is he notbound 
to renounce it in the first moment of calm re- 
flection, and throw off at once the restraints it 
imposes? Virtue, patriotism, morality and reli- 
gion, all answerin theaffirmmive,andthe soun- 
dest principles of Jaw concur in the same replp. 
In this opinion all writers on moral philosophy 
and jurisprudence are agreed, from the most ex- 
alted sages of Greece and Rome, down in point 
of time to the equally great and able ones of 
tnodern Europe and intant America: of themo- 
derns, G»tius, Puffendorf, Hutchinson, Paley, 
and indeed every writer of any celebrity, all 
agree that unlawful oaths are not binding ; — 
but are " more honored in the breach than 
the observance.'^ To quotethe precise words 
€f all of these writers is not necessary ; as you 
can at any time satisfy your min^by referring to 
them yourselves : but as Paley is considered as 
good authority as any of them, attend a moment 
to what he says : — *' Promises are not binding, 
where the promise is unlawful. There are 
two cases of this ; one, where the unlawfulness 
is known to the parties, at the time of making 
the promise ; as where an assassin promises his 
employer to dispatch his rival or his enemy ; a 
servant to betray his master ; a pimp to procure 
a mistress ; o^ friend to give his assistance in 
a scheme of seduction. The parties in these 
cases are not obliged to perform what the pro- 
mise requires, because they were .under a prior 
obligation to the contrary. From which prior 
obligation what is there to discharge them^ 
their promise — their own act and deed — but an 
obligation, from which a man can discharge 
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himself, by hia own act, is no obligation at all. 
The ^uilt, therefore, of such promises, lies in the 
makingj not in the breaking them ; and if, in 
the interval betwixt the promise and the per* 
formance, a man so far recovers his reJ9ection^ 
as to rep«ntof his engagements, he ought cer- 
Ifeinly to break through them." 

Mr. Paley, who is one of the most able and 
Tnost justly celebrated of British Divines and 
Philosophers, has in the passage I have quoted 
conclusively shown that masonic oaths are not 
biirding, because of the prior obligation to the 
contrary, which every citizen owes lb his coun- 
try, its constitution and laws ; to say nothing of 
his duty to God. But in my humble opinion 
to say that the oaths in question are nugatory 
in consequence of a prior and, if you please, a 
higher obligationj is not saying enough : For 
to swear to conceal the crimes of any man, or 
jset of men, must be and is a crime as high at 
least as a misdemeanor, or there is no such 
tbing kfl reason, much less the " perfection of 
reason," (as Blackstone says,) in the law : Bnt 
to abide by that oath, when occasion requires or 
calls for it, is to become, to all intents and • 
purposes, in a strict legal sense, accessary to 
such crimes, and justly liable to the punishment 
decreed for them by the legislature, or pre- 
scribed by the (^'onimon Law « 

When we contemplate, for a n»oment, the 
oath before us, we need no longer to wonder, 
or feel the least surprise, that so many criminat 
masons havt heretofore eluded justice ; that w 
many have been able to fly effectually from the 
veacb of legal process ; that so many, on aoa- 
yietiosi^ hove been punished bo ienici^uljr at 
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varioos times ; and that so many, who have 
been sentenced to an adequate punidiment, 
have found the means*of obtaining pardon, and 
emerging from confinement, without any thing 
like a due expiation of their crimes ! We no 
longer wonder, that a wretch likeT Stei»hkn Ar- 
r^oLD, a schoolmaster of Otsego county, after 
being sentenced to death for the murder tf an 
unoffending and innocent little girl— one of the 
most cruel and atrocious private murders ever 
committed in this or any other country — found 
a hoft; of freemasons so ready to step forWai^ 
in his behalf; and a masonic legislature — like 
that with which we are now b testy and which , 
has refused its aid to bring the murderers of 
Mor^n to light — ready to mitigate his punish^ 
ment frdm death on the gallows, to confinement 
in the State Prison for fourteen years, or for 
life ; and where he died in a short time aftei^, 
or I doubt not masonic sympathy for a masonic 
murderer would have procured his pardon. 

If the masonic oaths, or rather the |>romis- 
sory part of them, which I have quoted, be 
destructive of fealty to 4;he state ; are they tot 
equally or more so, of the principles Of morali-' 
ly and religion. If indeed the Bible be not a 
forgery, and Christianity a fable, he who takes 
them oaths runs the most awful of all risks, 
that of being cast off by his Creator in the life 
to come : ^^nd especially when we connect with, 
tho promises, the blasphemous and horrible 
penalties attached to their violation ? These * 
penalties f shall add, as they stand connected 
respectively with the several oaths of an Entered 
Apprentice^ a fellow Crafty and a Master Mu- 
9on* 

4 
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ENTERED APPRENTICE.—** To all '' 
which, I do most solemnly and sincerely promise 
and swgar, without the least equivocation, men- 
tal reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me 
whatever, binding myself under no less PEN- 
ALTY, than to have my throat ctit across^ my 
tonguetorn out by the roots, and my body bu- 
ried in therovgh sands of the sea, at low water 
mark.uhere the tide ebbs andjiows twice in twen- 
ty-four hours : so help me God, and keep me 
stedfast in the due performance of the same." 

FALLOW-CRAFT.—" To all which," &c. 
[as above] " binding myself under no less PE- 
NALTY, than to havemy breast torn open, and 
my heart and vitals taken from thence, and 
thrown over my left shoulder, and carried into 
iheralley of Jehosaphat, there to become a prey 
id the wild beasts of the field, and vultures of 
He air, if ever 1 should prove wilfully guilty 
of violating any part of this my solemn oath, 
or obligation of a fellow-craft mason ; so help 
me Go4, and keep me steadfast in the due per- 
formance of the same " 

PIASTER MAtriON.— To all which, &c. [as 
beiore] binding myself under noless PENALTY 
than to have my body severed in two in themidst^ 
and divided to the North and South, my boweh 
burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashc.3 s^^t- 
iered before the four winds of heaven, that there 
might not the least track or trace of rcmem- 
hrance remain among men or masons, of so 
%7>ile and perjured a wretch as 1 should be, were 
I ever to prove wilfully guilty ofvioiatrng any 
fart of this, my solemn oath or obligation of a 
Master mason : so help me God, and keep me 
steadfast in the due performance of the same.' ■ 
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If these horrible oaths are not unlawful, and 
punishable as misdemeanors at least, then eve^ 
ty man of common sense must perceive, that 
our laws are extremely defective ; and it is high 
time the attention of the Legislature was be- 
stowed upon the subject. But I maintain that 
these obligations do fairly render .all who admi- 
nister, or take them, liable to indictment and 
conviction for misdemeanor, if not felony — 
(constructive felony they certainly are, by the 
soundestrules of construction )*-and should any 
complaint be made to a grand jury against any 
officer or officers, member or members, of any 
masonic lodge, for administering or receiving 
these oaths, they would be obliged, bt/ their 
l^ths as Jurors^ to indict the offenders, 

I will fortify this position by reference to 
a period of history, in which a similar, if n#t 
the same, question in all its bearings, became 
the foundation of a series of statutes, framed 
by our British Ancestors, to protect their civil 
and political rights. 

An Imperiumin Imperio — in plain English, 
an Empire within an Empire, or a governmeril 
within a government — is not to be tolerated, ne- 
ver can be safely tolerated, by any sovereignty 
or people. But the Institution, whose oaths^ 
and obhgations, or laws, are contradictory, and 
in defiance of the municipal laws of the land, 
is an Imperium in Imperio, to all intents and 
purposes: such is the Masonic Institution: An^ 
it was to prevent such an independent and dan- 
gerous exercise of power within the realm of 
England, that the statutes of Praemunire were 
called into existence. They were irftended to 
suppress the Civil Pawer of the Pcpb, ovet hi$ 

* See Appendix* I^tc U. 
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adherents within the Empire ; although the Ro- 
man Catholics had no secret assemblies^ nor 
secret ties or rites, or mysteries of any kind, 
calling upon them expressly or by implication,, 
or in any other shape, to conceal the crimes ofi^ 
each other against the assumed civil authority 
of the Pope, or the legitimate civil supremacy 
of the British constitution and constituted aiu- 
thorities. 

The struggle between the Pope and the gov- 
ernment, for the exercise of civil power, precise- 
ly such as has been claimed and exercised by 
the Free Masons, in Morgan's case, so far as 
that case goes, agitated the British . empire 
through a- number of successive reigns, and 
produced th« most serious injuries to the peace 
and tranquillity of the nation. Either in a civflf 
0(. ecclesiastical shape it kept the government 
in constant broils, and consequent terror and 
alarm, from the reign of Henry L if no earlier, 
down to that of Henry VIII. So far was this 
Impm'ium in Imperio car/ied at one time, that 
Pope Innocent III. demand^^d of John the re- 
^nation of his kingdom, as St Peter*s Patri- 
mony! and this extravagant demand \^as ac- 
ceded to — and the pusillanamous " Monarch 
re-accepted his sceptre from- the hands of the 
Papal Legate, to hoW as the vassal of the FJoly 
See, at the annual r«nt of a thousand marks C^ 
And I venture to predict, that our government 
mil yet be called upon by the Grand Kings, 
OTd Grand High Priests of the Holy Order of 
8t. John of Jerusalenij to submit to similar 
outrages, if they be not checked in their career. 
But to re^rn. AUhough his predecessors had 
tam^ submitted to the Popish imperium in 
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impirio^ Edward I. had the patriotism and the 
spirit to make a bold, and to a great extent^ 
effectual resistance. He treated with contempt 
and ridicule all Papa) bulls and processes. He 
aimed the axe at the root of the evil. He exe- 
cuted one of his subjects, as a traitor, for hav- 
ing obtained a bull of excommunication against 
another ; pretty much such a bull as ti^as lately 
issued by a masonic lodge against Mr. Hollis^ 
ter :* And finally, in the thirty-fifth year of his 
reign, was made the first Statute against thij? 
Cuckoo sort of intrusion or interference withf 
the civil laws and rights of the pei^ple ; and" 
which formed the foundation of all the subse* 
quent statutes of PrtBmunire. Although the 
struggle was still carried on ; yet the Pope wa^ 
worsted from time to time, till he wa» obliged 
tONBurrender altogether his claims to civil pow# 
or; aivd finallv'to that of eCvJesiastical. rfite 
memory of Edward I. should never be oblite- 
rated fro!n the minds of Englishmen. He wag 
justly called the founder as well as restorer c^f* 
their laws : And notwithstanding Popish £n*' 
premacy had acquired a more dangerous in-- 
ffuence, if possible, over the minds of a vast 
portion of the people, than Maaonic Supremacy • 
has as yet acquired among us; *'yet (in the 
language of Blackstone) it vanished into noth* * 
ing, when the eyes of the j»ople were a little 
€pened, and they set themselves with vigour to 
©ppose it. So vain and ridiculous is the ar> 
tempt to live in society without acknowledging' 
Ihe obligation, which it lays us under ; and to- 
effect an entire independence of that civil stater 
whieh protects us in all our rights^ and givei^^ 

* See Atpeo^ ISqOb Id. 
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us every other liberty, that only excepted of 
despising the laws of the community. ^^ 

Thus we see, my young countrymen, that the 
Tiara was defeated in its attempts to keep up 
a government within a government — a rapal 
Law, in opposition to the Municipal Law of the 
land — by our British ancestors ; and let us, their 
posterity, take care that the Masonic Law shall 
not triumph over our Municipal Law, by which- 
I mean here the whole system of constitutional 
liberty, which was purchased for us by the 
blood of our fathpers : And this brings me back 
once more to the Masonic Oaths. 

These oaths, which bind those who take them 
to keep the secrets of masonry, right or wrongs 
arcy- not only unlawful, and therefore void ak 
initio (from the beginning) as the law hfiis it ; 
but I go further, and by fair construction, be- ' 
lieve them to be not merely mala prohihita — 
acts of which human policy or expedfcncy only 
deijiiands the prohibition — but mala in se — acts 
wicked in themselves, and before the existence 
of social compacts, being determined so by the 
laws of God : For if it be a thing wicked in it- 
self to murder a fellow-creature ; then it must 
be so to administer or take an oath — whether 
it be extra-judicial and unlawful or not — with 
"the. penalty of deq,jh annexed to the breach of 
it ; and on the part of those who take and 
break it, to submit quietly to be murdered. 
No duly constituted civil power can have the 
right to administer such an oath, much les» 
any private secret association. It is destruc- 
tive of all the elements of social existence, in- 
sulting to tKe moral sense of mankind, and to 
the purity, benevolence ana mercy of him who 
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erefated us. Away, then, for ever, with this hor- 
rible notion, this moral, and political, if' no) re- 
ligious heresy, that a Free Mason, or any other 
man, has the right to set at defiance the Law 
of God — Thou shalt not coMwrfx murder — by 
contracting away his life, and thus voluntarily 
consigning his* soul to eternal perdition, and 
Ringing from him (so far as his own act ^oes) 
the alKgracious atonement of the Redeemer ! 

But enough, for the present, of the unlawful, 
barbarous and blasphemous oaths, which grace 
the code of ;the " most ancient and honourable 
fraternity," of which heaven or earth can boast, 
if we believe the vain-glorious and fool-hardy 
assertions of its inflated holiday trumpeters. 

I have thus shown sufficient, I presume, to 
satisfy you, at least all of you who possess virtue 
and good sense, that you cannot enter into the 
Masonic Association, without incu/ring the risk 
of life, if conscience should afterwards prompt^ 
you to perform- your duty fearlessly as men and' 

citizens without violating that self-respect 

which is one of tjie brighlest gem§ in the hu- 
man character, so long as it does not degene- 
rate into vanity and false pride — without incur- 
ring the risk of losing the respect and esteem 
* of society, by a course of dii^sipation — without 
betraying the rights and liberties of your coun- 
try, by contracting obligations which destroy 
your fealty to her civil and political laws^: And 
finally, that you cannot hold fellowship with 
Free Masonry ^ unless the Bible be a forgery 
and Ofcristianity a fable, without violating your 
duty to your Divine Creatqr and Redeemer. 

For all these sacrifices, which you must 
make, if you join the Order in earaest^ and 
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zealously adhere to it, what adequate return 
can Free Masonry make to you ? i ans\1rer, not 
any-*-not the shadow of a return. She can af- 
ford you no rational entertainment in her dark 
retreats ; no new principles of science ; no food 
for the mind, or the soul, in her ridiculous mys- 
teries. Science of her own she has none. All 
her lights are borrowed. What she pretends 
to hiiJte from the world in her dark conclaves, 
is not worth lifting the veil to come at, espe- 
cially when she calls on you to loosen your 
purse-strings, and squander your money for 
every peep you take at her rush-tight " under 
a bushel /" What her trumpeters, her orators, 
from those who are the most exalted in talent, 
down to the wildest fanatical, or the meanest 
hireling scribbler, who has wielded his pen in 
justification of her murderous career : what 
these, I say, have avowed as her principles, are 
no more her property than they are yours or 
mine. She stole them from the IVIosaic code, 
the pages of the Patriarchs and the Prophets-— - 
from the Persian sua -worshippers ; from the 
heathen and {fagan Philosophy ; and the Chris- 
tian Revelation ! And how she has acted up to 
them, let her midnight revels and debaucheries, 
and' the graves, of her murdered victims an- 
»wqr! We can follow her example, if base 
^enough to claim what is not our own, and steal 
and borrow from the same sources, without 
confessing the crime, or acknowledging the 
obligation. So far indeed from being her own, 
she has not even the second-hand merit odTjire* 
serving them in their original purity ana sub- 
limity. They have fared m her haods as the 
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brightest gem of Golconda would fare in the 
soiled hand, the dusky gra:^p of a son of Vulcan. 
The universal and sublime principles of cha- 
rity and benevolence which Plato, as well as 
Paul, enforced at Athens, she limits and contracts 
to those only who have been taught in her sci^ 
tntijic retreats the grand operation of drawing 
the righthand across the tip of the chin, and' 
giving the pass-grtp at the doors of her temples 
of darknessand delusion As her benevolence 
is stinted to her own house hold, and her chari- 
ty begins at home ; so is her chastity of the 
same pure and immaculate descrijition: hence 
her noviciates, whv*n they approach her noctur- 
nal altars are sworn not to violate the ^persons 
of the wives or daughters of the mystic broth- 
erhood, knowing them to he the wives or daugh- 
tersofthe said brotherhood ; but are left at full 
liberty to seduce and corrupt, without the shield 
of any masonic tie for their protection, the wives 
and daughters of any or ali beyond the pale of 
this brotherhood : these are her moral and in- 
tellectual beauties ! Her religion, it li needfess 
to speak of — for she has non^— she never had 
any. She can embrace, with equal ardor, th^ 
Htheist, the Deist, the disciples of the Arabiaa 
Impostor, or the followers ofJoPinna Southcotef 
Lucifer himself would find^admittanceto her 
honors, her rites and h'^r mysteries, if he be not 
indeed the fatherof them, if he had but server 
silver in his purse, to pay the fees of initiation. 
Since, then, in her speculative, moral and intel- 
lectual science, she can afford jroiinothing worth 
spending your time and your money for ; sure- 
ly you will not call upon her to teach you the 
operative or jpracti^al use of the sqaare and the 
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co»pass, the guageand the bevil : For of these 
again she knows nothing more than their mere 
forms, which she has learned from the hierogly- 
phics on her walls, or from seeing them in the 
hands of those honest practical mechanics who 
know how to use them, without any thanks to 
her teaching ; and were she to attempt their 
practical application, she would cdt the figure 
of the monkey which in a barber's shop had the 
temerity to attempt the handling of a razor se- 
cundemnrtem! If, then, my young country- 
man, for her speculative science, in its purity, 
you must go\o Moses and the Prophets — to Da- 
vid and Solonlbn — ^to Plato and Socrates — to 
Je^s Oiiristand his Apostles : so, forthe prac- 
tical scieftee of masonry, you must call, not at 
her door, but to that of some honest, industri- 
ous and sensible brick-layer ; to such a man 
you must gc^ in preference to any of her teach- 
ers, many of nvhonf, in any sense, are scarcely 
qualified for hod-mell, being as stupid as mules, 
and^as %nOTant as Hottentots. I profess no 
clas*sical (4lucation, or discipline. CTast off an 
or jAan, wfth out parent to guide, or friend, or 
tenefactoi*, to aid me in commencing my care^ 
^ life, ifty youth wfis devoted to manual labor, 
and my wibsequent time has been full of busi- 
ness, cares,pleasui#s and perplexities : but with 
all these disadvantages, I fear hot to challenge 
Ae ftost learned champion of her cause, to show 
a single feature in her system, which is worth 
preserving, and I will show that it does not be- 
icttg to her ; thut the is indebted for it to other 
sources than herown prolifia invention or ge- 
nitls ; and finally ,'i;l|fit she has not, in any sense 
\tfhatever> the least pr^tensioii to Ihe gratitade 
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of themeeha]ii€,therespeetof the philosopher, 
or the veneration of the saint. To test the 
truth of what I here advance, I think I may 
safely trust to your own good sense, if you re- 
flect, for a moment, that the tree is known by its 
friiit ; and will take the pains, whenever you see 
one of her pageants, or processions, moving 
through the streets, to discriminate between the 
men of talents and intelligence who compose it^ 
and those who are stupid, illiterate, and igno- 
rant ; you will probably perceive that five out of 
six belong to the latter class : And if you look 
again at those who as Grand Masters^ Qroji^d 
High PriestSy and Grand Kings, take th^ lead 
in this courtly pageantry, which she has intrcKlu- 
ced among us ; it is equally probable tlfeit these 
Grand Pillars of a would-be Nobility (saving, 
perhaps, two or three cunning speculators) are 
as stupid, illiterate, and ignorant as their blind 
followers : For would any man of sense, I ask ^ 
you, in a republican government, and especially 
a man friendly to such governtpent, dress hii%- 
self up and parade through the streets, witho^ 
a blush, in the paraphern-»liaof an Eastern Mo^ 
narch X Bat as these men, with no preiensions 
to education, taste, or native genius, and who 
£ardly know, in the language of Shakspeare, 
*• a hawk t\om a handsaw," are the special favo- 
jites off this modern " whor# of Babylon," on 
whose , forehead is written MYSTERY; are 
dothed in her scarlet rohesf have risen t^tlic 
highest degrees in hef mystic temples ; and 
stand forth the avowecl and admitted hi^^^ 
dignitaries f who wear h^roffitial honors ; do?s 
it not fallow, that her seience, and her secrMs 
most b« very like indeed tm ^ '' da^ cf/ snrnU 
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tJiings^^^ Of a nighXot mist and darkness, thro* 
which may be seen, dow and then, a straggling 
and solitary ray of moonshine ! 

Let her away, then, my young countrymen, 
with her quackery, her trumpery, her fraud ar d 
her falsehood, her irick and her tinsel, to the 
dark caverns of the Druids, which she inhabit- 
ed, ere she landed o<» our shores, to pollute our 
atmosphere with her moral contagion, corrupt 
our civil and political institutions, insult our 
ears with her blasphemies, and staip our soil 
with the*blood of innocence: And let me con* 
juFe ^u, if yo\i wish for useful instruction, 
insteau of seeking for it at her dark altars, 
to repair to the real temples of wisdom and 
virtue — %e scientific schools, academies and 
colleges — the religious n^eeting houses, chur- 
ches and chapels of your country. If from 
the former (the latter being free to all) any of 
^ou are excluded by your circumst^ncqf and 
condition in life; then procure, if within your 
raach, an Address, delivered at the opening of 
the Apprentices Library, in Albany, Jan. 1st. 
^1821. In that wotk ispointed out sucha course 
of study-for youth, not in circumstances to pay 
for learning, as will qualify any one who pur- 
sues it, with the aid of a good native mind, to 
mingle with credit to himself in any society, 
however intelligent'or refined, and to fill to ad- 
vantage,'at lea^tt, if not to shine, in any station 
tawkich his countr/m«y call him.* 

In imagination at least, I now hear you ask^ 
itFVee Masonry b^ so worthlefls,why did Wash- 
ington rank himself among its members t — 
The*answer is easy. It is a pretence of the Or- 
B£R^ that iPnever infitesor solicits any person 

* See Append, Nottl3» 
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directly or indirectly, to become a member : but 
this I know to be false by my own experience ; 
and I could multiply a thousand proofs of its 
falsehood, with very little difficulty, if I thought 
it impottant to do so. Washington, therefore^^^ 
might have been seduced into it, as thousands 
have been to their ruin and regret. But if this 
be not the fact, still I am at no loss for an an- 
swer, and a very conclusive one, though it re- 
flects no honor upon Free Masonry. WaskP- 
INGTON, like a th4)usand other men, yea, tens of 
thousands, heard of an institution which vaunt- 
ingly inscribed MYSTERY on its portals; and 
which affected the knowledge of wonderful se- 
crets, calculated to make all l(|ose who shoffl\i 
possess them both the wiser and the better for 
the discovery. Washington, who was a ma- 
thematician by nature, as well as a manof genjps, 
wasf of course, more thap the generality of man- 
lynd, in search after truth or wisdom ; for the 
disciples of Euclid, and of Archimedes, are of 
all others the most eager to come at conclu- 
sions founded literally and strict!y on ei^^B- 
ence. Washington, therefore, in conformity to 
that spirit of curiosity whicU is natural, in the 
first place, to all the brighter part of our spe- 
cies, ana hence is so predominant among wo- 
men ; but which in him existed with two-fold 
force from his love of »athefnatical sqienpe : 
Washington, I say, under these impressioiiii 
which are always irresistible, determined to ex- 
plore the mysteries, the hidden treasures tS 
wisdom, which Free Masonry was supposed to 
passes. He did so. But where is the evi- 
dence that he learned an}( thing useful, which 
he did not know before, and better knew thafi 
5 . 
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he could leani it at her altars. In her thread- 
bare remnants,4ier hieroglyphical fragments, ol* 
experimental or demonstrative science or art, 
could he who had mastered Euclid and Emer- 
son, find any hidden or concealed lighy And 
as to her speculative, or moral science, or prin- 
ciples (if speculation deserves in any shape the 
name of science,) could the sage v^ho had fol- 
lowed Moses and the Prophets, and the Priests 
of Israel to the seats of the lawgiver, and the 
temples of the living God ; who^ in profane lore, 
had communed with Demosthenes and Cicero 
at the forum and in the senate ; whose mind 
had commingled with the spirits of Socrates 
wai of Plato, ip^their labours of the academic 
shades ; whose intuitive genius had followed 
Newton in his sublime theory of gravitation ; 
L(^e ia his unparalleled researches into the 
narare of the human intellect; and Bacon, the 
father of Modern Science, in the profound 
depths of his inductive philosophy : And final- 
ly, could the Patriarch, as well as the Hero of 
lii|||poui)try, who Ijad drank deep at the Foun- 
tain ft* Light, w^hich emanated from the Divine 
Mission of tlje Redeemer of Mankind; forWash- 
ington, to the valour of the hero, the virtue of the 
patriot, and the wisdom of the sage, adfled the 
faith and ihe graces of the Christian; and was not 
ashamed, with all his ig)perishable glory, to take 
up the cross, and bear it meekly in the presence of 
hiscountry^and hisGod— could such aman,I ask, 
thus gifted, thus endowed, both by nature and 
education — could he, the Christian Philosopher, 
tbe profound scholar, the great naturalist, the 
defined Father qf*lj^s Country, find a solitary 
riU 05^, spring, at, which to allajr much less to 
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slake his thirst for improvement, in the scien- 
tific and moral deserts whi<5h comprise the 
domains of Free Masonry 1 I boldly answer, 
NO ; he could not ; he did not. And did 
Washington ever bend his mind upon Free 
Masonry, after he had been permitted, for a 
price, to lift the veil which concealed her " atp* 
ful and- sublime mysterieSj^ as they are styled 
by some of her noodle-headed holiday trum- 
peters ] To this again, I boldly answer, NO. 
The gravity of his character ; the calm and 
sedate wisdom that sat upon his brow ; the 
dignity of soul which had placed him at the 
head of a Republic, and the love of truth, which 
had ever been his ruling passion, at once and 
forever forbade ^im to seek any further inter- 
course with the disciples of the Order, as wch, 
or to continue his devotions at their altars of 
ignorance, quackery and imposture. I will veh- 
ture to assert, that George Washington, after 
his initiation, never entered a Lodge Room with 
any other view than that of mere social inter- 
course, or common-place courtesy : nor do I 
believe, that he ever entered it with these views 
ten times in the course of his long and invalu- 
able life. Masonic Editors, and Masonic Ota- 
tors, boast of his fellowship with the fraternity, 
and give, as a proof of it, the polite reply which 
. he once made to an address from a lodge. 
The address was one of those common-place 
affairs, which happen almost every day ; and 
the answer was of course such as a well* 
bred man, and especially a benevolent man, 
would always give on a similar occasion. 
The laws ef Free Masonry had not at that 
. time compelled the murder of Morgan ; nor 
had her other midnight murders of Smith and 
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MuRDOCK been brought to light.* I will vouch 
for it, that were that immortal sage, hero, patriot 
and christian, now among us, he would blush to 
the cheek bone, to be seen clothed in the trappings 
of the usurpnig and blood-stained Order. I 
doubt, indeed, whether he ever was seen clothed 
' in those trappings. The native dignity of his 
soul revolted at all unmeaning, frivolous and 
contemptible pageantry ; and his philosophic 
mind, his enviable, lofty and sublime genius, 
soared as far above all the petty and the paltry 
science, the stolen and disjointed fragments, or 
gingerbread work, of speculative Masonry, as 
the majestic eagle of otir clime, soare beyond 
fill meaner birds: Yes, I repeat it, as the flight 
of the eagle is to that of the titmouse or the 
sparrow, was the soul of George Washington 
above the pretended secret science, and the ful- 
some, degrading, and mysterious rites of Free 
Masonry! 

But still more eflfectually to deprive Free 
Masonry of the support she derives from the 
name of Washington, I shall now turn that 
justly venerated name directly against her) 
and for this purpose it is only necessary to 
tf^er to the farewell address of the Father of 
his Country. Iq a former work of mine I said 
— " whenever posterity shall be so lost, as to 
forget the virtues of those times, and degene- 
rate into slaves, the Legacy of Washington 
will prove the torch that shall light them to the 
toi«bs of their fathers, and the temples of liber- 
ty.^' But little did I think, when thus express- 
ing myself, that without waiting for posterity,, 
it would; in my own day, becoma my own la- 

* See Appendix, Note 13. 
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bour, and my sacred duty, to hold up that work 
as a beacon to my young countrymen^ to warn 
them from the paths of perdition, the nocturnal 
conclaves of licentiousness and corruption ; 
whence I venture to predict will yet emerge, 
clothed in the robes, and wearing the sword 
of royalty, the first Usurper, whoever he may 
be, that shall trample our liberties in the dust, 
and erect a throne upon their ruins. Such, at 
least, will be the event, if the people do not 
take time by tjie forelock, and provide an ef- 
fectual constitutional remedy, oi; preventative : 
this, in my humble opinion, would be best 
effected, by amending our constitutions, both 
state and federal, so that no man should be 
allowed to hold any office of honour or profit, 
under them, who would not, in assuming the 
duties of it, swear to and subscribe a declara- 
tion — in addition to the oath or oaths now in 
use — that he was not then a member, and 
would not thereafter become one of any se* 

GREt, SELF-CREATED COMBINATION wkatSOeveV. 

Some constitutional provision like this, but 
more guarded, perhaps, as well as mor^dflatedi^ 
so as not to infringe upon the liberty of the 
citizen, in attempting the more effectually to 
sec\|^e it, I do not hesitate to say, is indispen- 
sable to the salvation of our civil and political 
rights. Without it they are sure to fall eveht- 
lially beneath the bloody sword of some usurp- 
er — some Grand King — some Kntght of the 
Red Cross, or the Black Banner, or the Holt 
Ghost I — (blasphemous as it is, this is c)ne sf 
the titles of Free Masonry) — as that [l now 
raise my warning voice, to prevent you, my 
young countrymen, from becoming the dupes 
*5 
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and the victims of deception, and the laws of 
God and my country from being again trampled 
upon^ as they lately h<^ve been with impunity, 
by brumal masonic ruffians^ and midnight con- 
spirators ! 

But to return : — What says the Farewell Ad- 
dress, the invaluable legacy, bequeathed us by 
the Father of his country? It warns us, in 
that clear and emphatical language, which cha- 
acterises all that Washington ever said or wrote, 
to*' BEWARE OF SECRET ASSOCIATIONS, 
under whatever plausible character," because 
** they are liable to become, in the course- of time 
and things, potent enginesy by ichich cunning, 
ambitious and unprincipled 7nen will be enabled 
to subvert the poicer of the people, and usurp to 
themselves the reins of government^ In the 
language of a brother Editor, and one of the 
few who deserve well of their country on this 
question — I mean the Editor of the Morristown 
Palladium of Liberty — ** When we hear him 
f Washington'\ uttering a farewell warning to 
his. countrymen, to BEWARE of.SECRET 
COMBINATIONS, what arewe to suppose he 
roeanst Was it a dream of the imagination that 
flitted before the mind of the illustrious sage — 
or ^'as it some reality, t^ie effects of whicb he 
drQaded? What secret combination! ext><cdm 
our country at that time, except Masonry X — 
And who was so likely to understand its dan- 
gerous tendency, as he who understood its mys- 
terious encrgies-X We have never written ia sen- 
tence so severe against masons: And we again 
ask, for whom was it intended by Washington, ^ 
the great, the good, the prudent, if not for the ' 
masonic fraternity X unless intended for them, it 
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eould mean nothing ; and Washington never 
uttered a caution when no danger threatened/* 
Well may I now exclaim^ that the time has al- 
ready arrived, when the legacy of Washington 
must prove the torcll, that shall light us to the 
tombs of our fathers, and the temples of liberty 1 

And now it is/perhaps, timQ that you ask — If 
the science and the secrets of Free Masonry be 
so worthless, why was the hapless Morgan kid- 
napped and murdered for publishing a part of 
the latter, and threatening to publish the restl 

This question is likewise easily answered. 

The ill-informed, uneducated, or weak men, 
who think them valuable — and whose weakness 
and delusion are to be pitied by all generous 
minds — are in general seriously and fanatically 
attached to them. This portion, you may rea- 
sonably suppose, constitutes a vast majority of 
the Order. On the other hand, the knaves and 
hypocrites, who know their emptiness and 
worthlessness, but who nevertheless make 
money by retailing them ; they see clearly, in 
such revelations as those of Morgan, the total 
destruction of their craft — their trade. These 
are the genuine, if not lineal, descendants of De- 
metrius, the silversmith, who played the same 
game- 60 successfully at Ephesus, in the time 
of the Apostle Paul, who was accused by this 
Demetrius of spoiling his trade, in the same 
manner that Morgan has- spoiled the trade of 
his modern posterity — by tellings the truth. 
Then, again, the designing politicians, who 
laugh in their sleeves at the folly, and perhaps 
secretly despise the knavery of too many of 
their " brethren ;'' nevertheless find, or at least 
have found, in by-gone timeS; their popularity 
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and power, in exchanging the due-guards^ and 
gripSf and getiujlexions — (like those of a mon- 
key's tail) — with the weak vessels of the Order 
— the children of six feet — who sip the genuine 
milk of masonry with the pap spoons of Jachin 
and Boaz! This brief reply to the last ques- 
tion, is sufficient, I trust, to satisfy you, why 
Morgan was murdered : And if thus satisfied, 
let me earnestly entreat* you, my young country- 
men, as you revere the tombs and the memo- 
ry of your ancestors, as you love the liberty, 
which they bled and died to establish, as you 
believe in the religion of your blessed Re- 
deemer, and hate the devil, and all his works 
of darkness ; not only to abstain from Free Ma- 
sonry yourselves, but to withhold your votes at 
the polls from all who do not renounce it open- 
ly, or convince you that they are beyond the 
reach of its malign influence. The universal 
prevalence of such a spirit as this, I deem es- 
sential to the preservation of our republican in- 
stitutions : For ha^ng seen what Masonry has 
done, we know what she is capable of doing ; 
and may clearly perceive what she will do here- 
after, if the present excitement be not kept up 
against her, till she renounces her midnight 
orgies and altars, her fulsome and wicked mys- 
teries, and her Jesuitical designs ; or is totally 
defeated in them by the good sense and pa- 
triotism of the community. 

Having taken this brief view of Free Ma- 
sonry — ^brief, indeed, but true so far as^ it goes 
—let us take a look — a mere glimpse must suf- 
fice for the present — at the secret history of 
her temples of dissipation and delusion. 

What J8 the secret history of most of the 
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Lodges which have been established among us ? 
Is it such as to command our respect for the pu- 
rity of their origin ; for the motives which have 
actuated those who were the first to procure their 
charters, and commence their operations. As 
to the grand source of all the present state and 
local charters, or cdRstitutions, in this country, 
we find it to have been a Grand Convention — 
for every thing connected with the Lambskin 
Order J is necessarily grand — held at Hartford, 
on the fourth Wednesday of January 1798, and 
composed of delegates from all the Northern 
States, including New-York. It is indeed re- 
iparkable, that Hartford should have been the 
seat of a Masonic, as well as a Blue Lights con- 
spiracy against the laws and liberties of this 
country ; and it is to be hoped, that a people, 
so respectable, virtuous and enterprising, may 
yet take measures to wipe off for ever the odium 
of having given birth to t\YO such monsters in 
the Moral World, as modern Masonry and 
blue-light Federalism: But be this as it may, if 
we 6xamine, for a moment, the cause which has 
produced the multiplication of lodges, till we 
meet with- one or more, in almost every snriall 
village throughout the country; we shall find 
them to have been the offspring of the meanest 
of motives, as they have invariably become the 
prolific parents of the worst of vices, if not the 
vilest of crimes. 

Whenever and wherever a village starts up, 
morality and goodT order, as well aaweligion and 
piety, very properly require the erection of a 
church : this is consonant to virtue, reason and 
souiid policy, as well as the duty we owe to our 
God. The spire of the village churchy is the 
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first thing which strikes the eye of the pious tra- 
veller ; and as it modestly rises, pointing to the 
Christianas heaven, he beholds in it an emblem 
of the hope within him, and a pleasing proof of 
the progress of piety and civilization. 

The next thing, if not in order of time the 
first, which though a convenience to the travel- 
ler, too often becQmes a nuisance to the neigh- 
borhood, is the erection of a tavern : And what 
next 1 The village does not always grow 
rapidly — the travelling is not always good — 
and there are sometimes but few travellers, 
when it is good : in proportion, too, as the 
church flourishes, the tavern fades. The land- 
lord finds his custom not quite equal to bis wants, 
much less his wishes Something must be done 
-—some contrivance hit upon — and our countf y- 
men are not backward at contrivance — to in- 
cfease his custom and his coffers, ta diffuse in ^ 
larger quantities the stimulus which fills his kegs 
and decanters ; and to pocket in return the loose 
ohange of the way-faring man, or the fool who 
heeds not the warning voice of the Prophet — 
Wo unto them that rise up early in the morn- 
ings that they may follow strong drink. 

Oar wary Landlord, therefore, if he be not a 
Free Mason — if he has never known the myste- 
rious sensations that seize the young and ar- 
dent "candidate,*' when he learns to lisp those 
sublime cabalistics, Jachin and Boaz — imme- 
diately determines to becrom^e a member of the 
Lambskin Maternity. Full of the matter, ho 
loses no time in repairing to the next village 
or city, or wherever there is a Noodle Manu- 
factory established, and gets- himself initiafed 
into the sublime mysteries of the ancient and 
honorable Craft. To do justice to his head, 
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however, he does not mean to become a Noo- 
dle himself; but to learn the art of making 
Noodles of others. The bright eye — the daz- 
; zling sun — the m ilder crescent, and the seven lit- 
tle twinkling stnrs, are now seen to decorate his 
sign-board, which almost feels amazed at find- 
ing itself the bearer of so many gilded and 
mysteriohs images ; and which are held out as 
1 so many monitors to the traveller, or villager, 
I that within there dwells a man, whose heart is 
I so generous and tender, that he wiil feast them 
j on the smiles of benevolence, as well as the 
j sweets of small-beer,' brandy and beef-steaks^ 
Brother Lambskin is now fully prepared to 
■ give the sign manual at the tip of the chin, and 
^ the mysterious grip ; and to seduce those, who 
f; are so wise as to know how to anwser his signals^ 
^ to rise up early in the morning to buy his strong 
drink. But as there may not be enough of such 
asses or cattle, in the village or vicinity, to make 
the speculation equal his benevolent design in 
joining the fraternity ; h« soon recollects, that 
he has a garret entirely vacant, inhabited only 
^ now and then by a few erratic rats and mice, 
and perhaps a half-starved cat, (watching fof 
jier prey in the upper story, as her master watch* 
OS for his below,) not one of which has ever 
turned its attention to the mysteries of mason- 
ry ; but which are now in a fair way to meet on 
a level with the sons of light; for ^ ingenious 
publican has hit upon the expedient of turning 
his empty garret into a Lodge Room, getting a 
cilBrter from the Grand Lodge — that fbcus of 
iniquity and corruption^and himself, with two or 
three of bis sly associates, constituted q^astefp 
wardens, Q%d.%Tftasurery anitfhg iniir#ot<hcli|g> 
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important objeet,but rather one of'^the chief keys 
0f the concern.^^ He now begins to realise the 
tuition of his golden dreams in joining the Or- 
der. He goes to work, in good earnest, at ma~ 
king free masons, as well as retailing Julips — 
and every " blind candidate" that he leads to the 
altar, adds one to his Julip customers ! 

Thus the young and heedless villager is first 
lured to the door, whose steps lead down to the 
gates of hell ! — industrious mechanics are se- 
duced from their workshops — the farmer, in the 
vicinity, is taught to think more of prying int# 
the secrets of the lodge, than of ploughing his 
land — wives are deserted by their husbands, at 
a time when their society is most expected at 
the domestic fire-side — and children are left to 
go ragged, and without sustenance or educa- 
tion — that our Grand Village NecroTfiancer, 
our wholesale and retail dealer in Mystery^ 
Moonshine and Mixed Liquors, may revel and 
WAX fat, and flourish upon all this folly and 
wickedness of his own creation : And thus, 
when compared with the truly useful and indis- 
pensable village church, the old saw is com- 
pletely realised: — 

<* Wherever God erects a house ofprajer, 

" The Devil comes, and builds a temple there.*' 

Our hero is now in the full tide of successful 
experiment; and the sun, moon, and twinkling 
stars on his ^n-board, gre but faint emblems 
of his aspiring hopes. With a troop of Noo- 
dles at hie heels, he emerges from the bar room 
to the bench, as a Justice of the Peace, or • 
County Judge; or leaps over the head of many 
A better, man in^tlj^e halls of legislafion, as a 
I^PP^vqi totttp4)^0]|^ ! Well tridy ^e putOA 
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a solemn face, as CromwelKdid when. Btoopiog 
to find his cork-screw, he made his fanatical in- 
truders believe he was kneeling to pray; well, I 
say, may our hero, when surrounded by his 
ilupes in the garret, sing with all needful gravity 
and grimace : — 

" flail Masonry divine ; 
61 >rj^ of ages shine, 

Long mayst ifaou reign : 
Where'er ihy lodges stand, 
May they have great command, 
And always grace the land. 

Thou ART divine /" 

This is a brief, but pretty fair history of the 
rise and progress of perhaps nine tenths of our 
country temples of fatuity : motives of a simi- 
lar nature, bearing, in many cases, upon differ- 
ent objects, both political and mercenary, have 
no doubt given rise to all the city Lodges,' from 
the GRAND FOCUS, to the most insignificant 
retreat of midnight mystery and moral turpi- 
tude. 

For example, let us take a glance at the AL- 
BANY LODGE, some thirty years ago. 

In the olden time of purity and simplicity, 
when the popq^lation of Albany was composed 
vvhollyof a strictly industrious, moral and reli- 
gious people, so silly and so wicked a thing as 
JFree Masonrif, I presume, was not thought of 
among them. Our ancient Burghers had too 
much gdbd sense to be attracted/by such a con- 
temptible illusion ; and too much of good old 
Netherland honesty and piety to think of spec- 
ulating in so vile a commodity. There was in- 
deed between the stern virtue of the Pilgrims, 
who first landed on Plymouth Rock, and the 
spirit ef the early settlers of Albany, so strong 
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aresemblanee-— that deeply is it to be regretted, 
thiit their posterity have not all imbibed and 
cherished the love of truth, the undefited integ- 
rity, the sober, moral and industrious habits, 
and the unaffected piety, which animated and 
sustained, through so many perils and privations, 
those early and intrepid visitants to the shores 
of a barbarous and benighted region. It is pro- 
bable, however*— I have not time at present to 
ascertain the fact precisely — that during the 
war of '56, or some other military epoch, Free 
Masonry may have slyly crept in among the Al- 
banians, through the agency of the epaulette : 
for it has been one of the successful artifices of 
the Craft, to teach young soldiers, that they 
would derive advantage in the hour of peril or 
extremity from its due-gards and grips. In 
fact, when they find appeals to the curiosity and 
credulity useless, they can stoop to alarm the 
, cowardice of those whom they wish to ensnare. 
The Grand Lodge of the state, it appears, 
received its first charter from the Duke of Athol^ 
dated London, 5th September, A. L. {year of 
Light) 57S1.* To have said A. D. {yeaxof our 
Lordy llSlj would not have comported with 
the Ducalf the Royal origin of an Institution, 
which soars above the humble, though heaven- 
born religion of our Redeemer. But be this 
as it may. Free Masonry, I believe, madeno fi- 
gure in Albany till aft^r the close of the revolu- 
tion. Nobody heard of it — nobody thought of 
it — nobody would have thought of it — had it not 
been for a clever Dutch Lawyer, who wanted to 
ifaultiply his clients, and a shrewd yankey tavern^ 
keeper, willing to increase his bar-room circle-: 
tftese sage calculators put their heads together ; 

• S«c Appen^x, Note 14. 
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and having themselves learned the '' art^ trade 
and mystery" of the Crafty they soon persua- 
ded a few simple and credulous men, that they 
could open their eyes to a marvellous light, which 
fhey had under a bu^i^hel, in a certain garret. — 
Thus the revival commenced. 

Shortly after, there came along — (in 1791-^9$} 

ith 



_iveiT ingenious brother Yankey of mine, witL 
whom 1 had been slightly acquainted before he 
settled here, who worked in leather .and paste- 
board on some occasions ; at paper*6tainmg on 
others ; and like many of our sun-rising brethreni 
knew how to make an honest penny at the same 
time in several other ingenious but lawful pur- 
suits. To do him justice, he had a versatility of 
talent ; and nature had bountifully endowed him 
with sagacity and foresight. He had read Ja- 
chin and Boaz^ honest Samuel Pritchard's Ma^^ 
sonry Dissected^ the Three Distinct Knocks^ and 
several other luminous treatises, and none the 
more luminous for being true portraits of Free 
Masonry ! He perceived, at a smgle glance, that 
those who could believe, for a moment, in the 
utility of such trash and mummery, must be fit 
subjects for him to speculate upon : hence he 
was not long in making up his mind to join the 
aforesaid Lawyer and Publican^ that a trio might 
be formed, who could very adroitly aid each 
other's views. The coalition was no sooner con- 
ceived than it was consummated, and our hero 
was elevated (being a rare genius) in the twink- 
ling of an eye, to the highest, or one of the 
hij^est niches in the Temple of Wisdom. He 
now commenced in earnest the plan he had 
formed, before he exchanged the mysterious grip 
with his new associates. My brother Yankey, 
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as I said befbrevWae an ingenioas workman in 
leather and lambBkins; and as every new-bom 
babe in Masonry would want a bib, or aprcHi, 
the more '' bUnd candidates^'' he ushered into the 
inarveUous Ught of Brother ***** 'g mysterious 
garret, the more aprons he sold. He employed 
at one time half the young seamstresses in the 
cUt, at stitching on the borders, and finishing 
on these bibs for the babes and sucklings of the 
mystic tie; but this was not the only source of 
emolument which my sun-rising brother found in 
the pleasant walks of the fraternity : he was, 
the reader will bear in mind, a paper-stainer, 
as well as a dresser of lamb-skins, and conse- 
quently the more lodges that were chartered, the 
more of his coloured paper was called for to 
decorate their altars and their walls! What uni- 
versal charity J What expanded benevolenc.e f 
The Shylock of Shakspeare was a simpleton to 
this speculator in masonic decorations, signals 
and symbols ! 

It is the property, if not the peculiar proper- 
ty of such charity and benevolence, to spread 
rapidly ; it meets with too much congeniality of 
feeling in the human breast ; and so it happened 
at this time. ' There was a very ingenious painter, 
also one of py sun-rising brethren, who then in- 
habited a gloomy retreat, in a narrow lane, where 
he enjoyed scarce light enough by which to 
mix his colours ; and where, like Shakspeare's 
apothecary, between whom and niy friend there 
was a strS^ing resemblance, he would languish,, 
almost without hope, if not in absolute despair, 
week after week, if not month after month, with- 
out having his dark hole, though it was the re- 
treat of genius, illumined by the smile of a]\ 
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amateur, much less of a patron. The reader 
will, therefore, not be surprised to learn, that 
this son of genius and obscurity, soon discover- 
ed, that the Lamb-skm bibs, or aprons, were not 
complete — not fit to adorn the persons of the 
sons of Light — till, by the aid 
the pallet, their spotless and 
made to yield, in part, to the c 
ed forms of certain sublime 
the sight of which the eyes of a 
masonry (sis well as the optics 
will glisten like those of a cat 
Our worthy painter, of course, found it the best 
thing he could do — (seeing the solitary state of 
his shop — of which he would often mutter — 

In this dark. solitude, and lonely c*^!!, 

Where heaTen-born genius and starvation dwell !•) 

— to join, without delay, the grand trio, who had 
already got their sublime vocation in the full tide 
of successful experiment ! The son of the pencil 
and the pallet, was soon seen arm in arm with 
the Paper Gilder^ and with the further aid of a 
Five Dollar bill, perhaps the last relic of his New- 
England fortunes, got the word and the grip, the 
€ilpha and omega of masonic science, and was 
hailed by the brotherhood as a worthy disciple 
of the Lamb-skin ! Oh ! how unfortunate for 
genius, to be driven to degrade itself, to descend 
from its native dignity, and to seek fellowship 
with ignorance, and quackery, inquest of pa- 
tronage ! 

I just now recollect, that I am running a little 
ahead of my story : but truth will tell as well in 
one part of a history as another: it i^ ikJUehood^ 

* See AppcttcU^ Kote 1$. 

♦6 
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only that dan Wur any page. Before the paint- 
er's eyes were opened to the marvellous lights 
which shines on and about the altars of the 
Craft, there was another worthy sun-rising broth- 
er of mine (four Yankeys to one Dutchman) who^ 
as the old song says, 

^< Made hau iipoft blocks, for bfockheads to wear." 

This honest adventurer, who had been journey- 
man to the Publican already alluded to, before 
the latter left off handling fur, to retail madeira 
and manufacture Free Masons^ was quick to per- 
ceive — and what is it thiat one of my keen Yt^nkey 
brethren is not quick to perceive- — that if Free 
Masonjpy did not make blockheads, it took m 
slick enough, all it could catch ready made in 
the natural way. He had emerged from jour- 
ney-work, and opened shop on his own account. 
The m-^in chance occupied his thoughts, as it 
does those of all pains-taking men. He had a 
room full of blocks, for which, in the infancy of 
his business, he had buf^ little if an} use ; and 
which, as they were ranged round his shelves, 
in silent and solemn order, very naturally put 
him in mind of a Lodge in session — 

" Wh^re one fool lolls his tongue <»«it at another, 
*• A»i'i shakes his emptj noddle at h»s brother I" 

My good'friend — for all these personages were 
my friends and companions — was, I repeat it, 
quick to perceive, that to find heads for big 
t)locks, the masonic lodge room was the place 
to resort to, afteAhe toils of the day ; and hav- 
ing fully counted the cost, as well as the conse* 
quence, he marched forward, not with the 2eat 
m a pilgriiBi with peas ia hig shoeai going t# 
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wait upon " our Lady of Loretto ;*' or that of a* 
honest missionary among the Esquimaux^ who 
cheerfully runs the risk of being scalped for the 
good of a good and holy cause ; but with the 
cool sagacity of the Beaver, and the calculation 
of a Wall-street Shaver, did my friend announce 
himself at the inner door of the temple, with the 
Shibboleth of Jachin or Boaz inliis mouth; I for- 
get which ; for 1 don't recollect, whether it was 
just before, or shortly after, Smith, of Vermont, 
was morganised for disclosing those cabalistic 
terms in this country ; and when they were 
transposed, by official communication from lodge 
-to lodge, to keep book masons from getting ia 
among the Lamb-skins^ and the wolves in sheep^s 
clothing. But be this as it may^ the honest hat- 
ter pronounced the magic word, and the awful, 
response admonished him to enter, when 

" On a siiHden, open flew 
With impetuous rei^oil, and jarring souud| 
Th' infernal doors :" 

But our hero was not alarmed — he entered^ 
not go much ^^ with fear and tremtding^^ as with a 
lively 'hope, that his idle blocks would soon start 
from their resting shelves, and be seen to bloom 
and flourish in the richest of beaver, to Aedk the 
noddles of tlie Entered Jlppretitices^ and Fellow- 
Craftsmen^ and Masters^ and Grand Masters^ and 
Grand High Priests^ and Grand Kings^ and other 
illustrious dignitaries^ who swell the catalogue of 
the JVoodle jVobility of the self-created Order ! 

These were the FIVE Scribes and Pharisees^ 
who carried on, for a long while, the old JVpodk 
Manufactory in North Pearl-street, and afterwards 
ia CourtoAtreet It waa about tbia time that Bn*- 
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i^is and his associates formed the Executive Di- 
rectory of France, and were called the Five 
Headed Monster ; and I well recollect, jumbling 

Freat things and small ones, that more than once 
amused myself in comparing the operations of 
the great Five Headed Monster^ of Paris, with the 
little Five Headed Monster^ of Albany. The one 
played off Political Quackery on a great scale; 
the other Masonic Quackery on a small scale* 

Under the auspices of the little Five Headed 
Monster the work went bravely on. Every Pub^ 
lican^ who came to town, was sure to find his way 
to Union Lodge^ happily so called, from the gene-- 
rotts and noble spirited union of so many various 
and disinterested interests. A Dutch Lawyer^ and 
a shrewd one too; a Yankey Tavern Keeper^ who 
knew 'something more than '^ a hawk from a 
handsaw ;" a Yankey Book Binder^ who had 
studied mankind, as well as Pritchard's Masonry 
Dissected^ and knew precisely when and where 
to commence the art of making Lam6-^A;m aprons; 
a Yankey Painter^ who knew how to make them 
shine with the Insignia of the Ducal Order ; and 
a Yankey Hatter^ who kn^w where to find block- 
heads to suit his empty blocks; — these formed 
altogether a rare '* brotherhood of Iwpe^'^^ as well 
as oT '^ mutual help^ 

As I said before, these " choice spirits'' of the 
den, took good care to bring every country Pub* 
Ucan^ who came to town, where he could get the 
word and the grip ; where he could have his 
eyes opened to the glorious light — the '^ divine 
ari^^ of selling two gills of rum where he sold but one 
before ! And where was the honest Publican^ who 
would not come post-haste, especially at that 
early stage of our back population, from S«con- 
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Beaver Dam^ or Skunk^s Misery^ to learn a secret 
I of so much itbportance to himself at least, if not 
to the great &mily of mankind ! No sooner were 
the eyes of the Pilgrim opened, at the altar of 
the little Five HecuM Monster^ than he would re- 
turn, hrim-full of mystery and moonshine; and 
go" to opening the eyes of his bKnd neighbours, 
with one hand, to the sublime light he nad im- 
bibed in an Albany garret, whilst with the other 
he would as often and as speedily close them 
with sixpenny opiates from his brandy or gin 
bottle ! I am writing sober history — if not a his- 
tory of sober things — as true, if not so dignified 
as that of Hume or Gibbon, Robertson or Ram- 
say ; and certain I am as necessary to be studied 
by every American youth, who wishes to pass 
through life without being made the dupe of a 
eet of vile impostors. 

But to return to our Sacondaga, or Caughna* 
Waga Pilgrim ; or the one from Skunk^s Misery^ 
alias Old Jericho — I knew him well — he is no fic- 
titious personage on thip page — or in short, to 
any one of these Pilgrims : — ^having thus learned 
the way to make the most of his mixed liquors, 
from his betievolent brethren and preceptors of 
Albany, and concluding, like a grateful man — a 
rare thing in these days — that ">one good. turn 
deserves another," — and the fine aris^ much less 
the sciences^ having at that day made but little if 
any progress in the country ; it was proper, as 
well as natural, for him to send to them — ^the 
Five Masonic Sachems in Albany — all such of his 
children of light as had occasion to fee counsel 
learned in the law — ^to get lamb-skin aprons 
made and painted for the next festiTal of oaint 
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John — ^to mount a new roram or beaver— or to 
obtain a nighfs lodging and refreshment, while 
transacting their biisiaes^ here, oe waiting for a 

?assage in some sloop about sailing for New- 
ork! 

Thus the mysticd science flourished, with my 
sun-rising brethren, who had travelled west, in- 
stead of east, in search of light, and had found 
as much of it as answered their purposes ; for 
they reaped a rich harvest from seed sown in 
darkness — ^nor did my old friend, the Dutch, Law^ 
ycr, have reason to regret the happy union, in 
which he long travelled with them in the de- 
lightful paths of brotherly love and successful specu-- 
laiion! 

I no\r come to a point, at which I should' 
pause, were it not that I have. calmly reviewed 
my past life ; and am fully prepared both to ac- 
knowledge and renounce,any or all of the errors 
I have ever committed ; the greatest of which, I 
am certain, was that of joining the masonic fra- 
ternity, and taking the obligations, which it im- 
poses. 

It was by my brother Yaukey, the Paper Stainer^ 
who soon became, if it be not irreverent, as well 
as paradoxical to say so, "a burning and a shining 
Ugnf^ in the dens of darkness ! — It was by this 
Grand High Priest, and afterwards I believe 
Grand King, that I was led to obtain a glimpse 
of the glories that beam with such sublime efful- 
gence within the four walls of a Lodge, and the 
reaeh of a " cable-tow !" 

I need not tell you, my young countrymen, that 
I never thanked him for leading me into the 
mjfsierious lore of the fraternity ; especially when. 
I inform you^ as a solemn £sict, as well as a 9ol^ 
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emn warniiig, that when I was weak enough to 
spend my time and money, in going through four 
degrees of the " Divine Science^^^ the High Priest 
of the Proud Order^ who date their charters, and 
their puerile records, from the year of Lights in- 
stead of the year of oW Lord — actually catechised 
me, in the smlime mysteries^ from the pages of that 
masterpiece of masonic wit and wisdom, of which 
you have lately heard a good deal, entitled — ^Ja- 
CHIN and BoAZ ! — Yes, and what man of common 
sense, who is not a mason, will not be astonished 
to hear it — and what man of common honesty 
will not feel indignant at the vile Impostors — I 
was taught three degrees of the ^^ sublime science^^ 
put of that contemptible essay — an essay, for the 

f)ublication of which, contemptible and worth- 
ess as it is, the author was murdered by the fra- 
ternity in London, and the first re-publisher in 
this country shared the same awful fate ! And 
yet it is another solemn fact, that during the last 
winter certain Royal Arch Masons^ of the city of 
Albany, procured the publication of from five to 
ten thousand copies of that silly book, which 
they caused to be peddled through the western 
parts oT this state, and elsewhere, by a young 
man, whose name is Morgan ; and by which 
means a two-fold imposition (well worthy of 
Free Masonrj) was to be accomplished ; first, 
to pass oiFthe book as that of the ill-fated, mur- 
dered Morgan; and secondly, to lead the public 
to believe, that he was alive and peddling his 
own work! If this be not the climax of rascality, 
fraud, and villany, I know not what is ; and yet 
it was practised by Royal Arch Masons of Alhany 
— and what was ludicrous indeed, one of their 
own messengers, sent expressly to Troy to play 
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off this pitiful imposition, got caught in one of 
their own traps — for a stout JVoodle of the mystic 
tie, not heing awa^ of the trick, committed aii 
assault and battery upon the pedlar for retailing 
masonic secrets^ and the poor fellow was glad to 
escape with some hard remembrances on hib 
seat of honour ! . But let me not lose sight of my 
Yankey friend, the Paper Stainer. He was a, 
bookseller, as well as a bookbinder ; and could , 
in fact, so well was he gifted with ingenuity, turn 
his hand to almost any thing, in the way of get- 
ting along through life. Whether he was privy 
to it, or not, the reader may determine ; but cer- 
tain it is, that before my admission I had a hint 
from 9 worthy brother, that by obtaining Jachin 
and Boaz^ I should get along the better with the 
sublimities of the crafl, and was told at the same 
time, on the five points^ where to procure it : 
And I actually bought it (the transaction 
being a wonderful sly one on both sides) of 
an honest Quaker bookseller (well knowir to 
many persons yet living in this city) who was 
the partner in trade of my Yanketj friem and ma* 
sonic preceptor! It was about these days, as our 
honest Almanack makers say, that the unfortu- 
nate Smith, of Vermont, was morganised for pub- 
lishing that same hook — and not many years 
after, poor Murdock, of Rensselaerville, shared 
the same fate, because his wife had learned it 
by rote, and repeated it among the gossips of 
the village ; the unfortunate woman not dream- 
ing, that she was, by the propagation of such 
light and learnings to bring herself to a state of 
widowhood, and her children to that of orphan- 
age ! 
It was, perhaps, fortunate for me, that my wife 
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(I had been married a jjear only when I joined 
the. sons of Light !) was a very prudent woman; 
for a sad accident happened shortly after my 
initiation — and that memorable event took place 
in the evening of Jtpril FooPs Day, 1795!— ah ac- 
cident, the bare recollection of which might 
bring tears into my eyes, if I were not a laugh- 
ing, uistead of a crying Philosopher : But "you 
that have tears prepare to shed them now !'' I 
took the grand text book, the alpha and omega^ 
of the first three degrees of Free Masonry (I. 
mean the masonic master-piece, Jachin and Boaz) 
home to study — if it be not a gross perversion of 
the term, thus to use it, with my present experi- 
ence. So very careful was I of {h\& precious 
revelation — this magazine of masonic mysteries — 
and so fearful that my good wife would find it — 
that I sought a hiding place for it as carefully 
as a dog does when he hides away a bone — and 
after a most profound cogitation, I concluded to 
lay it away very slily on the canopy of my bed- 
curtains,' which came so nearly in contact with 
the ceiling, that I could not but congratulate 
myself on " the wisdom of Solomon /' for I really 
thought the sublime Sibylline as safe as it would 
have been in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Order^ 
in brother *******'s garret! But my unlucky 
stars prevailed about this time, as they often 
have since ; and as I had very properly, though 
not intentionally commenced my masonic career 
on Ml Foots Day^ it seemed as though the con- . 
tinuance of it was to be in good keeping with 
the cbmmencenjent ; for without giving me the 
least warning my wife had declared war against 
certain intruders that had disturbed our sweet 
slumbers now and then ; and having called to 
7 
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her aid an Amazon well qualified for the battle 
that was to be fought, both the bed-stead and 
the curtains were suddenly and completely dis^ 
composed, turned topsy turvy ! The awful cour 
consequence was, that Jachin and Boaz were 
hurled upon the floor by the rude hand of a 
pot-wrestler : — 

** Oh ! what a fall was there my countrymen" 
My long-ear'd brethren of the mystic tie ! 
V Then you and /, and all of us fell down^" 
Whilst Betty Bouncer ^* flourished over us /" 
E'en now, methinks I see her brawny arm, 
Sun-burnt and freckled, soil'd by soot and grease, 
Alofl extending to the curtain-top, 
• With rude hand hurling frorf Hi sly retreat^ 
The hidden JcajcZ of the holy craft, 
The great masonic master-piece of wit, 
And wisdom, such as Nincompoops have claim'd 
As all their own, and proudly hid from all, 
Since Babel's contrariety of tongue: 
For then it was, our worthy craft began — » * 
And well it might — for Folly then had rais'd 
Its brazen crest among the clam'rous crowd, 
And beat down wisdom ; and with madness iired, 
Dared e'en attempt to scale the throne of heaven ! 
Oh ! Betty Bouncer ^ Betty Bouncer^ Oh ! 
Didst thou mistake great Boaz for a bug 1 
And Jachin for an earwig, or a flea ! 
If not, why didst thou rudely thus disturb 
Their sly repose, and drag them forth to light ? 
Weep, brethrisn, weep, unlucky was the day, 
And full of wo! (Oh! blot it ever out, 
Ye that make Almanacks, and planets trace. 
Through all their orbits in the realms of light,) 
When a mean chambermaid was seen to grasp 
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The Sibylline, so rare, that Tommy Thumh, 
With thimble-fall of sconce might compass it : 
And yet, since Babel's bold, abortive scheme, 
How many dumpling heads have conn'd it hard, 
And thought themselves the wiser for its lore ! 
Without the aid of pungent Maccaba, 
Or onion juice, what sapient son of light, 
What Lamb-skin Knight or High Priest of the Sun, 
Would not have wept — had he been there to hear. 
How Betty, with an arch, sardonic smile, 
Called on her mistress to behold the fall 
Of Jachin and of Boaz — mighty props 
Of mean deception, fraud and quackery ! 
Dear twins, sweet twins; of mystic mother born. 
Who tread the midnight maze where Noodles meet — 
And knaves that fleece the noodles ; calling them, 
While they fleece *em, tender names, as — brothers I 
Sweet brothers ! — kind, faithful, loving, brothers ! — 
' *' Ye Gods ! it doth amaze me," Betty cried — 
That men — since women could not"— should be found 
So simple, to be made the dupes of knaves, 
Coxcombs, charlatans, and vile pretenders ! 
Why I myself— that here am doom'd to war — 
Ignoble strife — with cob-webs, bed-bugs, fleas ! 
Rude, ign'rant, uncouth in speech and manners ; 
Who never had the benefit of conning 
So much as A — B— C — in any school. 
But trained from infancy, by cruel fate, 
To handle mopsticks, spits and frying-pans. 
Wash-tubs and water-pails, and pots and kettles^ 
And ply the greasy art of cookery : • 
Yet would I scorn to wear " a cable-tow," 
For all masonic Noodles ever know ! 

No sooner did my wife discover what it was 
that had called forth the eloquence of the 
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chambermaid, thsui she started back, as though 
she had encountered a rat, or an apparition ; 
but being possessed of good Irish spunk, she 
soon mustered courage to pick-up the SibylUne; 
and in less than tlje twinkhng of an eye came 
running into my office, where I was quietly at 
work among the types, not dreaming of the 'tod 
mishap, that had upset the curtains, and exposed 
the ^divine tmsteries^^ to the profane eye, and the 
vulgar curiosity, of honest Betty — ^In she came, I 
Bajy her eyes sparkling with the mingled scintil- 
lauons of half-stifled anger, and full-flowing pity,, 
if not a little contempt ; exclaiming, as she en- 
tered, that she had foutid me out ! — that she 
well knew where I had been on ^U FooPs night, 
as well as some other nights ! — and that th^re 
was the evidence of it ! — throwing the book upon 
the table, and asking me, if I was not a very wise 
young man to have been led by that cunniujg red- 
coated Yankey — (red-coats had just gone out of 
fashion in Now-England, but one of them still 
lingered on the back of my brother and preceptor) 
—to spend my time and my money in that way ! 
Here was something a little more alarming than 
* a tempest in a tea-pot ;" but what could I say 
to this ill-timed discovery, as I, then thought it ? 
What I did say, I cannot now recollect But 
though ^^the wisdom ofSobmm^^ had failed, I am 
proud to say, that my wife, on a little reflection, 
behaved like a sensible, prudent woman ; and not 
long after I, foivonce in my life, at least, behaved 
like a prudent man : For I determined to throw 
off for ever the undue influence which my royal 
arch Yankey brother had acquired over me : ac- 
cordingly, after taking the fourth degree^ of 
iiHiich more hereafter, 1 told him frankly that I 
^ould never go a step further in Free Masonry. 
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He pretended to be very mud) 8urpri0ed^-*i* 
but I could clearly see it was sheer aflfectatioiv^ 
and began the old story of something wortb 
knowing, which was yet behind the curtain. 

Stop, my dear sir, said I, and I will give yoo: 
briefly what I believe to be the history of aU 
your science and your secrets. 

Well, said he, what is it? 

You have heafd, sir, I replied, of one of our 
Yankey brethren, who advertised, as a rare 
show, a wonderful horse, whicfi exhibited the 
querest freak in nature imaginable ; for the tail 
of the beast was precisely where his head ought 
to have been ! The virtuoso of the vicinity, read 
the advertisement, and were all exceedingly puz- 
zled to account/or so rare a phenomenon! The 
village attorney had found no precedent of the 
kind in that magazine of wonders, called Everu 
Man his own Lawyer — the Knight of the Pill ana 
the Pestle, had searched Buchan's Family Phy^ 
sictan^ and Aristotle^s Master-Piece^ in vain, tor any 
likeness of such a lusm naiurce — the honest Parson^ 
who did not happen to be a Boanerges^ declared, 
that he had never heard of such a wonder, since 
the Beast with seven heads and ten homs^ but these 
were all at the right end — the village matron, I 
may as well speak out plainly — the shrewd mid^ ' 
wife — well knew that a child might be born with 
two heads, or a horse vnth two tails ! She had 
seen the one, and had heard of the other from 
the Farrier Man^ and was therefore quite sortin it 
might be so— but ^ven she had never, m all her 
horn days^ heard of any creature coming into the 
univarse with its head at the tail end ! While 
these sage speculations occupied the minds of 
the village philosopher^, the people were crowd- 
*7 
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ing round the staUe^oor, aad okmouring for 
admittance. The canning show-man, like my 
Masornc Monitor^ knew full well that by taking in 
one at a time, the game would last the longer. 
The first that entered, came out, after a while, 
apparently well pleased— and to the question. 
Is hds tail where his head ought to be ? readily an- 
swered in the affirmative : others, equally pru- 
dent, and resolved not to expose their own cre- 
dulity, followed his example: at length a clown 
among the crowd, pushed his way in, and behind 
the curtain ; but he soon came out again, and 
with honest simplicity cried out — damation seize 
the/e/fer ; he's tied the tail to the hay-rack, and 
let the head poke out the tother end of the stall ! 
I need not add, the effect which this disclosure 
had on the gaping multitude at the barn-door ; 
nor that which my relation of it produced on 
the countenance of my sage friend and precep- 
tor in the occult and sublime science of mason- 
ry: but of one thing, you may rest assured, that 
in every masonic lodge, from that of the pin- 
feathered Boaz^ or Apprentice^ to the full-fledged 
Ineffable^ you vnll find the horse with his head where 
his tail ought to be! And if any of you wish to be 
made asses of, you have only to pay him a visit, 
' and the length of your ears will soon equal the 
extent of your wishes ! 

As to myself, I have often sincerely rejoiced 
at the fall of the curtains^ which probably saved 
me from being led into that vice of ^ich the 
Glasgow Professor^ before alluded to, so truly 
sp^ys, the masonic lodges are "the genuine acade- 
mies ;" and by means of which so many of the 
sons of light are led prematurely to the dark awn- 
fiions of the grave. 
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As I have stated already^ I did not take leave 
of the Institution, until after I had taken the 
fourth degree; hut previous to mounting that 
step in the ladder, I had hecome pretty, well 
disgusted with the mummery and quackery o( 
the lodge-room; and I have preserved to this 
day, and shall here insert, a brief, epigrammatic 
correspondence, which actually took place be- 
tween the ^' cunning red-coated Yonkey^'^ as my wife 
styled him, and myself. He was^ however, a 
good-hearted man; and excepting his rage for 
speculating in Free Masonry^ possessed amiable 
qualities, and enviable talents. The following 
squibs were passed and re-passed. in good hu- 
mour at the time. He was presiding in the Old 
Union^ one night, and I stood at the Secretary's 
desk, and wrote, and handed to him, as follows : 

In a garret in Court-street, there mingles a set 
Of sharpers, and asses, and noodles well met — 
Who pretend to a secret — all folly and fudge — 
He that pays for admittance his money will grudge^ 
When he finds to his sorrow his business fail, 
And he feels like a fox with a trap at his tail — 
For the way to bankruptcy and ruin is clear, 
To the flats that come hither for secrets and beer, 
Old Jamaica^ gin, brandy, and frolic and fun. 
Silly dupes of delusion, their race is soon run. 
When their cash, and their credit, and fame are no more. 
Then in vain will they knock at Free Masonry's door— 
They are no longer worthy to meet on the square, • 

To relieve them, the Lodge has no money to spare : 
Let them go to the Poor House each dear brother cries 
Eor in that they may learn to be sober and wise ! 
For my own part I've seen full enough of your jokp, 
B(fty I never again *' buy a pig in a poke." 
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I Bhall bid you farewell for a parcel of geese, 

Aod I hope rm the last Yankey booby yoa'Q fleece; 

S. 

This produceii, from him, the foUc^iog im- 
promptu:— 

Be qaiet — I know it — say never a word — 
Oar craft is to blind and bamboozle the herd ! 
The world is a goose, knd pray, where is the man, 
Who'll not pluck a feather whenever he can ! 
You may go — but remember, the fate of the fool 
Will be yourst if you dare to tell tales out of school ! 



To which I rejoined : 



W. 



I shall go — ^but to talk of the tinsel and trick, 
The arts, that are taught in this school of Old Nick, 
Would be idle, indeed; for the world would cry — BOO! 
To the goose, that was pluck'd by such sharpers as you \ 

' ' S. 

Be assured, my young countrymen, that I have 
here briefly illustrated the history of our masonic 
lodges ; sur*e I am, that every honest and sensi- 
ble man, whose knowledge is founded on expe- 
rience, will agree, that with some slight varia- 
tions, the account I have given of their origin, 
wherever they have raised their gorgon heads 
among us, will seriously and truly apply. 

As to the Origin of the Order, it is not ma- 
terial to point it out to you, even if it were an 
easy task to do so : but it is not : no one has 
. 'yet succeeded in lifting the veil that conceals 
it. There is no reason to believe, however, that 
like the towering and sublime works of crea- 
tion it hides its head in the heavens ; but that it 
rather resembles a turbid stream, whose source 
is hidden in some swamp or morass^ the physi- 
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cal representative of that moral darknem And 
quackery, almost peculiar to the Order. I have 
pored over half a dozen of its best professed 
historians, to very little purpose on this ][>omt. 
The Editors of the Encyclopedia Britannicii, 
who have given an jolaborate compilation of its 
history, and the best, because the most sob€»r 
one, finally acknowledge, that though ancient, 
there is no authentic account of its origin* 
What they give of it proves nothing iii its 
favor as it now stands. Whilst connned to 
operative science, and in the hands of such 
men as Christopher Wren, and other real and 
ingenious architects, it may have had its uses. 
Preston says — ^^Ever since syrnmtetry hegaUy 
and harmony displayed her charms^ our Order. 
has had a heingr and it is astonishing, that the 
learned authors of the Encyclopedia could suf- 
fer such nonsense to pass, as they have done, 
without criticism, or cen3ure : it can only be 
accounted for on the supposition that they were 
Free Masons y and blindly prejudiced : for as 
symmetry began, and harmony displayed her 
charms, in the works of God, before this crea- 
tion ; nay, as symmetry- existed coeval with 
God himself, in his own person ; it follows, 
from this rhapsody, that the Order is not mere- 
ly as old as I the creation, but existed eternally 
in Heaven, in and with the Supreme Being! 
What superlative nonsense ! what infamous 
blasphemy ! to be handed down in, and stain 
the pages of a work of science ! Operatite 
Masonry f we all know, must be as old as the 
first workers in mortar, brick and stone, who- 
ever thpy were. Speculative Masonry^ which 
we are now combatting, is much younger : some 
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ftver, that the higher orders have been insti- 
tuted or invented within three centuries past. 
Thomas Paine asserts, that it had its ori- 
gin in the religion, as it was long concealed 
m the caves, of the British Druids. In his 
posthumous works, we find the secrets of the 
Order, so far as relates to the first three de- 
grees ; but not 60 full a disclosure, as was 
made, and sworn to, before the Lord Mayor of 
London, by Samuel Pritchard, in 1730; nor 
equal, in point of importance, to that which the 
unfortunate Morgan thought it his duty to 
make. No man should fail to read Morgan's 
book, and to put it into the hands of his chil- 
dren ; for although it be not intrinsically worth 
any thing ; yet as a beacon to warn youth 
^against being led to destruction, in pursuit of 
an ignis fatuus, which the longer they follow 
thfe farther it is off, the value of the work is in- 
estimable. By murdering the author, as they 
have done, " our Order^^ have established the 
truth of tliat work beyond all doubt or contra- 
diction ; the man must he worse than an ideot 
who does not perceive this: but there is anoth- 
er book, which deserves to be placed in the 
hands of every old, as well as young, man in 
the Union. I allude to the work of Stearns, a 
learned and pious Elder of the Baptist church. 
Mr. Stearns has gone further into the subject, 
than I have time at present to do ; my prmci- 
pal aim being to warn you, mf young country- 
men, against fraud and deception ; and at the 
same time to leave on record, in this form, my 
compliments to '*our Order," in return for some 
very generous, noble, brave, and magnani- 
inous attentions I have received at their hands^ 
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or those of their mimons v especially in rushing^ 
lyith such modest haste, and fraternal fury, to 
the printing-office of The National Observer ^ to 
erase their names from the list of its patrons ; 
and that, too, for no other reason but because 
I would not, like a vile scoundrel, and a traitor 
to my country, suppress the truth in relation to 
the abduction of Morgan, and of Miller, and 
the outrages connected with those daring vio- 
lations of law and liberty ; thus waving their 
black banner over my gray head, to intimidate 
jnae into a base and cowardly surrender of the 
liberty of the Press, sooner than yield a jot or 
tittle of which, if I know my own heart, I would 
a thousand times, if possible, suffer the fate of 
Morgj^n. 

But to return for a moment, from this digres- 
sion, to the origin of *' our Order ^ I think, it 
may be fairly graced to the Persian worship- 
. pers of the sun, if no further back ; and, if I 
mistake not, there are several indications in 
holy writ of its mingling with the Jewish rites 
and ceremonies, especially when the Jews were 
enslaved, or given up to idolatry, magic and 
corruption. — Its inflated orators, and rhapsodi- 
cal historians, as you may see by what that 
moon-calf, Mr. Preston, has said, give us won- 
derful account^ of its antiquity. If they are 
to be believed, we sublunarians can have only 
a minor branch of it ; for there never was, it 
seems, room enough in this little narrow world 
©f ours, for the birth, much less the growth, of 
such a P/odigy ! It is, indeed, to be wondered 
at, that when this monstrous, mighty birth took 
place, it did not over-reach the bounds of terra 
firma, at both ends, arid, by its tremendous 
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wei^t at tke extreoiiliee break off in the mid- 
dle, and each part fiy like a comet, into the 
boundleas regions of space ; whilst all creation 
trembled to the centre by means of the unpar- 
alleled shock! Who knows, but this was the 
case ; and that the universal deluge was occa- 
sioned (were not the Bible history in the way,) 
by the ponderosity of the Infant j when she first 
saw the light, and burst upon the world in all 
her glory ! 

I am perfectly willing, however, that the 
Noodles of *' our Order^^ may believe, if they 
please, with Preston, that creation must step 
behind it in the lapse of time ; that the earth 
did not vegetate, that rivers did not run, nor 
oceans roll, till *' our Order^^ set them all in 
motion; nay, that Sun, Moon and Stars, did 
not yield a particle of their light, till they had 
borrowed it from our three little brazen can- 
dle-sticks ! And that, finally, if it had not been 
for Free Masonry^ or ^* our Order,^^ chaos 
would long since have come again ! And whilst 
r permit the iVbod/es to believe all this; they 
must permit me to believe, if I take it into my 
head to be only half so extravagant as they are, 
that; Satany and not Solomon of Israel, is the 
legitimate father of the institution \ that he laid 
its foundations, when he rebelled in Heaven ; 
and performed his first labours, on earth, as 
Grand King^ or Chraml High Priest, when 
he seduced Eve. I read in some silly oration, 
or panegyric, on the craft lately — but I cannot 
recollect exactly when and where, o^* 1^ whom, 
it was written or spoken — that Free Masonry 
had Its walks in Paradise : and if so, I am no 
doubt right in presuming that it walked in the 
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shape of the Old Serpent; and that Cam was 
duly initiated by him, and soon evinced his 
proficiency by morganizing his brother Abel ! 
This may be extravagant : granted, but it is 
much more likely to be the origin of " our ^Or-^ 
der^'' thaa Preston's assertion is to be cori:ect, 
that it commenced before •* symmetry began^and 
harmony displayed her charms !" But as the 
longer we flounder in this " Serbonian bpg^^^ in 
quest of the origin of " our Order ^^^ the further 
we are from coming at the dark hole, in which 
it was brought forth ; let us leave it to the Ora- 
tors, who wallow in the same mire, or soar into 
the equally dark regions of fog and fiction, at 
every anniversary of their pretended Patron 
Saint, to settle the question in the best way 
they can. It is well for them, that so long as 
it shall remain unsettled, they will have one 
theme at least upon which to declaim, to the 
amazement of their simple brethren, who really 
believe that ^^our Order^^ is something more 
than mere moonshine : that they will never de- 
velope its origin, is certain, for the best of rea- 
sons — that it is either entirely lost in the rub- 
bish of antiquity, or else that it sprang from 
some disgraceful source, like the cavern of a 
bandit, the cell of an ancient magician, or the 
woody covert of some gipsy gang, which shame 
(if the authors and the justifiers of Morgan's 
murder, and Miller's abduction, can feel shamej 
will never permit them to avow ! 

The two-fold question may now perhaps, be 
asked — how I came to take four degrees, in 
such an institution ; and why I did not come 
out before, in the manner I have done for some 
time past, and now do in thi^ woKk^ against it I 
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The reader may already have inferred, from 
what has gone before, my answer to this ques- 
tion — but 1 shall nevertheless answer it nece, 
trulv and frankly, though it may involve the 
repetition, virtually, of some things before stated 
in a different way. 

The four degrees which I took, I do not hesi- 
tate to say, are worse than worthless, in point 
of useful or ornamental science ; and I hold 
that man's opinion, whoever he may be, in 
otter contempt, who can pretend to think other- 
wise : I will add further, my firm belief that 
the whole system is equally worthless.* 

If any man, as indeed any man can, obtain 
the science and the secrets of Frte Masonry^ 
at the rate of Five Dollars for each step, or 
degree — and there are at least forty-two degrees, 
thirty-seven, or more, of which, have grown out 
of the invention of modern speculators — he will 
spend, besides his precious time^ and other con- 
tingencies. Two Hundred Dollars, before he 
reaches the top of the ladder : And it is my 
honest conviction, that when he has reached it, 
if he meet with a Jack-Ass (I mean, in good 
earnest, a beast with four legs, switch tail and 
long ears) staring him full in the face, he can- 
not deny Jack^ so far as there is any real sci- 
ence in the craft, to be his legitimate brother f 

When I took the first degree, principally by 
the aid of Jachin and Boaz, although young, 
and very destitute of experience in the ways of 
the world, I felt no small degree of shame — but 
hoped, nevertheless, that the next step Would 
prove more worthy of a rational being. I tried 
the next, and felt quite as sheepish, at least, as 

*See Appeadix/Note 16. 
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before, I appeal for the truth of , this, to tbo 
i^eperaJble Elish4 Dorr» of this city, who was 
present, aqd who certainly looked, and I belie?e 
felt, as small as 1 did myself. It would be a 
gross insult to his native good sense, to suf^ 
pose that he did not. As a Christian^ a^d I 
am happy to believe, that Mr. Dorr is truly 
such, he cannot and will not deuy what I state* 
He has long since, and having introduced his 
name, I owe it to him, as an act orjustice, to 
say so, forsaken the temple of Infidelity, for <me 
of higher origin and nobler aim. But to re* 
turn — I was led to another trial, and still found 
the Lodge a fit place for a simfdeton to learn 
that there were other Bimpletons as well as 
himself: And yet, after all these disappoint* 
ments, of highly excited expectations, such is 
the indefinable and the ardent curiosity of youth, 
aiid especially the youth of New-England ; that 
I was tempted to take another leap, entirely in 
the dark* What finally influenced me in this 
step was, that as I had been instructed out of 
Jachin and Boaz in the former steps, excepting 
the lectures from the Most FFarsAtg/wi, which 
were of mere common place nK>raIity and com- 
position ; and the svhlime light of tha( rev^- 
lotion (Jachin and Boaz) UDVeiling no mofS 
than what belongs to the first three, steps ; this 
afibrded my brother, the Paper StaineVf a fair 
opportunity to make one more, and the last ex* 
periment on my credulity. In the conversation^ 
which took place on this occasion, I reminded 
him of the line, in his answer to my rhymes at 
the desk, viz : — 

Oar craft, is to bliod, and bamboozle the herd. 

^That,^' said he, "was a mere joke, as you wcjl 
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know.*' '* I am not so certain of that," was my 
reply, but alt in good humour : and finally, he 
did persuade me, that I had only to climb one 
more step to have something like a glimpse of 
the glories of the masonic Pisgak ! I did so — 
when, lo ! the A8$ stared me ,so full in the face, 
and stood so fairly confessed, long ears and all, 
in the countenance of every brother, (Mr. Dorr 
was there,) that I turned with disgust and in^ 
dignation from the AsHmne Conclave : And 
never afterwards seriously exercised my mind 
upon it, until the ahducUon of Morgan and 
Miller— Me murder of the former — and the 
Betting fire to the printing-office of the latter^^ 
connected, in my mind, with the systematic 
attempt to put down The National Observer ^ 
and to de]^troy my character, by representing 
me as insane and intemperate'* — roused me to a 
serious view of its unlawful, immoral, blasphe- 
mous and horrid obligations, and its dangerous 
and destructive influence on the liberties of the 
land. From the night I left the Lodge, thirty 
years ago at least, to the period of these events, 
if I ever thought of it at all, in a scientific point 
of view, it was merely as a piece of contempti- 
ble and disgraceful quackeiy, far, very far, be- 
neath the notice of a rational being : It is true^ 
that I was not without suspicions, that it might, 
as a SECRET ASSOCIATION, become a 
dangerous political engine in the hands of am- 
bitious and unprincipled men : It had not, to 
my knowledge, however, committed any overt 
act ; and I did not, therefore, consider myself 
specially called upon, more than any other citi-- 
zen, or editor, to express my opinion of its me- 

. * S«e Appendisi Note 17.. 
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fits or demertts t It would indeed have been 
madness, or at least the very height of impru- 
dence, in me, or any one else, to have attacked 
the Institution ; considering the veil of antiquity 
which sanctioned, and commanded the respect 
of mankind' for it ; the pretended moral aiid 
scientific sublimity and grandeur of its my&tefies, 
and avowed principles ; the benevolent objects 
it professed to have in view; and above all, the 
want of positive, or powerful presumptive proof 
against it : But since the atrocious outrfiges, 
commenced at Batavia, and consummated at or 
near Fort Niagara, by the murder of Morgan, 
in strict conformity both to the letter and spirit 
of its laws and obligations; I have sought, in- 
dustriously and perseveringly, for light on its 
past history, its rise, progress, pretensions and 
practices; and! have come to the rational, firm, 
and irrevocable conclusion, that if ought to be 
abandoned by every honest man — ^that the pu- 
rity and stability of our republican civil and po- 
litical constitutions, depend upon its total anni- 
hilation. 

Though not set forth in my Prospectus of 
this work ; yet before I part with you, my young 
countrymen, of every condition in life, permit 
me to call your serious attention to a sul^ect of 
the deepest importance ; and one which, of all 
others, deserves to be made the theme of your 
studies by day and by night. 

Whatever individually maybe your destiny 
in life, whether gliding on the placid stream of 
prosperity, or tost upon the boisterous billows 
of adversity ; let me earnestly advise you to 
study diligently the Evidences of Christianity — 
of that religion, which I have finally been led 
to embrace as the only sure and unfailing source 

*8 
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of peace in this world, and hope in that which 
is to come : Let me conjure you to seek the 
conviction, and never for a moment lose sight 
of it, that without piety to God, man, with all 
the graces and dignity of* his person, all the 
splendour and depth of his intellect, and alUhe 
endearing ties that bind him to earth, is but a 
desolate and miserable being. Love, friendship, 
consanguinity, and affection, those grand ties 
of social existence, serve but to embitter our 
mindg in the hour of calamity, if we cannot look 
to God, as the Eternal source of all our hopes, 
to soothe our agonies, and to calm our fears. 
While, therefore, the impious man, has no rest- 
ing-place to sustain him against the shock of 
misfortune, and the flood of wo ; with what con- 
fidence and consolation, can he who cherishes 
piety as the sheet-anchor of the soul, appeal to. 
his everlasting Father, when smarting und.er 
the rod of affliction. Though] says the Psalm- 
ist, I walk in the midst of trouble J thou wilt re- 
vive me; thou shalt stretch forth thy hand 
against the uyrath of my enemies, and thy right 
hand shall save me. 

If on this subject I am earnest, believe me, it 
is because I feel deeply its importiance to your 
temporal and eternal happiness : And 1 do, I 
assure you seriously, feel it the more deeply, 
because, when in early' life, and destitute of 
experience, I was led into a Masonic Lodge, 
the many who led me there, led me, at the same 
time, to embrace thoue principles of Infidelity, 
which I now consider the bane of my life ; and 
of which, therefore, I feel anxious to preserve 
you from becoming the dupes and the yictims* 
To that day I had cberis}ied ihe principles; sp 
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&r as I cottld understand ttem> ami the feeliirgsr^ 
to their full extent, of a Christian. My revered 
parents had infused into my young mind the 
spirit of religion, and piety which animated* 
theirs ; and the eloquence of a Maxcy, one of the 
most amiable land exalted of his species, had 
rivetted my religious affections ta the Baptist 
Society. The happiest hours of my life had 
been spent iti worshipping my Creator at the, 
humble and modest, but truly devotional altari* 
of that worthy and pieus people, and minglii^ 
with them in their religious conferences. It 
was a sudden and unexpected departure from- 
my native state, that alone prevented me from 
becoming a communicant of that church. But 
wlien I came to Albany, I had been, excepting 
a short interval, traversing the ocean for several 
years, in the humble capapity of a common sea- 
man ; and here I found no Baptist Society, with 
whom to renew my former religious commu- 
nioa. I became acquainted with my masonic 
preceptor — he was well qualified to obtain an 
influence over a young man, such as I thea 
was 'y and fronrf the moment he did obtain it, he 
began to poison my mind with insinuations 
against the Christian Revelation ; nor did he 
relax in his efforts until he had the satisfaction 
of finding me as confirmed an Infidel as himself; 
and my belief is that one half, at least, if not 
more, of the youiig men who are seduced into 
Free Masonry y have their minds imbued at the 
game time with the poison of Infidelity. Led 
on by my evil genius, as I now firmly believe that 
man to have been, I suffered my mind to become 
enslaved by the seductive and pernicious autho|[s 
^f the l^fidel school. I nought forand rea4 
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with avidityi Bolinffbroke, Shaftsbury^ Hume; 
and several others of the British Infidel leaders; 
and with the same zest and eagerness I devour^ 
ed the works of Frederick the Great, of Prussia, 
(if he can be called great, who rejects the pu« 
rest religion, that ever visited the earth, and 
reduces its Divine Author to the level of a 
Heathen or a Pagan Philosopher)— Voltaire, 
D'AIembert, Boulanger,^ and other French au- 
thors, together with Tlwraas Paine^s Age of 
Reason, and Ethan Allen's crude, ill-digested, 
and flimsy Oracles. For many years, involved 
in pleasure, business, and political pursuits, I 
yielded to the falsehood and sophistry of these 
delusive and demoralising works ; and that^ tdo, 
without ever making the least attempt (except- 
ing on one occasion, and then without proper 
effect) to examine the other side of the ques- 
tion. In the same manner that I never thought 
seriously of Free Masonry as a great evil, till 
she showed her cloven foot so clearly in the 
murder of Morgan ; so I never was led clearly, 
and without doubt, to see Christianity as not 
only a great, but the greatest df all good, till 
the occurrence of a singular event in my life, or 
rather Providential circumstance (as I consider 
it) which happened to me in crossing the Scho- 
harie Mountain, which I did several times be- 
tween August, 1826, and April, 1827; The 
circumstance, above alluded to, le<l me to a se- 
rious aud laborious inquiry into the necessity 
or utility, the truth or falsehood, of Christian- 
ity, in every important point of view. 

My first object was, and this was suggested 
not only by the event which occurred on the 
mountain^ but by other occurrences that I had 
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met with in the course of my several tours^ and 
which need not be detailed here ; to enquire 
into the capacity of mankind, to preserve free 
and equal government, or any government at all, 
founded on wisdom, justice and equity, without 
the influence of religion. I was soon satisfied 
that no government would last for any length of 
time, unless fortified in the minds of the people, 
by this essential pillar of human society :* to 
come to this conclusion, it is only necessary to 
examine the history, so far as we have it, of those 
tribes or nations, who, destitute of the gospel, 
have been left to the dim light of Nature alone 
for their guidance ; and to observe the barba- 
irous rites, the inhuman customs, and the spirit 
of anarchy and confusion that ever controuls 
their destinies, and frequently totally destroyis 
them. Where they are destitute of all religion, 
of which there are but one or two known and 
solitary extmples, they are cannibals, and de- 
vour each other ; where they have some, crude 
notions of natural religion, though not cannibals, 
they are still barbarous and savage ; where Na* 
tural Religion has been best understood, it has 
still been mingled with superstition, idolatry and 
oorruption ; and where the pretended Heve- 
kUion of the Arabian Impostor has prevailed, 
superstition and cbrruption have likewise been 
its handmaids. It is only where the real Stm 
of Righteousness i the Christian Revelation^ 
has shed its beams, that truth is to be found, 
unmixed with error. 

My next step was, to compare, with diligence, 
the Christian Religion, with the several other 
systems that now exist, or have existed in timeei 

* Se« Appendix^ Note 1$« 
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past ; and the result was, that I found Chru-i 
tianiiy towering far above them all in its sub- 
lime morality, and divine attritmtes. Whoever 
will study the religious creed, if itean be called 
such, and the maxims of CowFcciua — the wild 
and fantastical speculations of Pythagoras ; 
the barbarous superstitions in religion, and the 
crude moral systems of Greece and Rome— ^take 
even their best productions, such as the works 
of Socrates and of Plato, of Seneca and of 
CfCERo — to say nothing of a score of others, 
like Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, and their equals 
or inferiors — and then come down to the Alco- 
ran of Mahomet — whoever, I say, shall pursue 
this course, will be satisfied, that ovpr all these 
barbarous superstitions, and ill-digested moral 
codes, the Gospel of our Redeemer triumphs in 
all the majesty of truth, and all the dignity and 
i9ublimity of sound moral and theological science. 
My last step was, to investigate sei4ously, and 
as thoroughly as possible, the truth or falsehood 
of Christianity as a Revelation : And on this 
branch of the subject, I was really surprised, I 
affirm it with the utmost sincerity, to find a mass 
of evidence in its favor, of the existence of 
which I had never before so much as dreamed* 
The result was, that at almost every step of the 
process, my doubts were shaken ; and my scep- 
ticism kept yielding to the force of truth and 
argument, the irresistible light of conviction, 
until I found, when I had finished the course of 
study, marked out by my own judgment, that all 
n»r doubts had vanished ; and my faith in Jesus, 
of Nazareth, sia the Son of God, and the Divine 
Missionary of his Father for the redemption of 
0ur fallen race, was iUlly conftrmed* 
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I do not mean to be understood, that the par* 
ticular event which led me into the above-men- 
ed enquiry, had in it anything either supernatu* 
ral or miraculous; but it was one of those re« 
markable or Providential occurrences, of which 
every man of observation, who has lived long 
and seen much, must recollect to have met with 
something like it, in the course of his own life> 
and which has given an entirely new turn or 
direction to his thoughts upon some important 
subject or other. In the case alluded to, my 
mind received a sudden impulse, which led me 
not only into the first and second train of inquiry 
and comparative process, above stated ; but to 
read carefully, in connection with the Bible, and 
to compare with their adversaries, whom I had 
formerly read, the following works, viz: Pri- 
deaux's Connections of Sacred and Profane 
History — the Chevalier Ramsay's inimitable 
work on Natural and Revealed Religion — But- 
ler's Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, 
to the Constitution and Course of Nature — 
Michaelis's invaluable Commentaries on the 
Laws of Moses — Leland's View of the Deisti- 
cal Writers— ^Betkeley's Minute Philosopher — 
Forbes's Thoughts Concerning Religion; his 
Letter to a Bishop, and his Reflections on In- 
credulity — Watson's Apology for Christianity — 
(in which he so completely refuted, and hum- 
bled one of the great Apostles of the Infidel 
School, the ingenious and eloquent Gibbon, so 
much so that Mr. Gibbon fairly fled from the 
controversy) — Campbell's Reply to Hume's Es- 
say on Miracles — (I had read the Essay twice 
nearly thirty years ago, without ever, till the 
la^t year, taking the pains to read the reply)— 
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IWie History of theCosmogbnyoftheCreation; 
and Biographical and Historical l^k^tches of 
Moses, David and Jesus Christ, scattered in the 
1st, 4th, and 10th irblumes of The Universal 
History, written mostly by that once eccentriC) 
always profound, and finally pious and irre- 
proachable Psalmanazer — the articles in the 
Encydqpedia Britannicay relating to the sub* 
ject of Theology, and more especially to Christ 
and his Divine System — Campbell's Four Gos- 
pels with Preliminary Dissertations, and Notes 
Critical and Explanatory— ^Addison's brief work, 
entitled Of the Christian Religion — Paley's 
Natural Theology, and his Evidences of Chris- 
tianity — Chalmers's Evidence and Authority of 
the Christian Revelation— Nine Essays on se- 
veral of the most important topics of Christian- 
ity, which are scattered in the 1st, 3d, and 4th 
volumes of a London Periodical work, entitled. 
The Observer^ and last, though not least, in 
point of importance and ability, Sherlock's Tri- 
al of the Witnesses of the Resurrection of Je- 
sus.* 

In this course of reading, there are several 
small works, which I am surpmsed are not pub- 
lished by our tract societies, instead of many 
weak and inefficient essays which they distri- 
bute, I do not mean to insinuate a want- of 
judgment on their part, but merely a participa- 
tion in |L common error ; for it has been too long 
an axiom with statesmen, politicians, and all 
manner of teachers and preachers, that the 
multitude require tobe fed with the pap-spoonis 
of religion, literature and science : but those 
who so judge, confound inanity or imbecility of 

*See Appendix; T^ete 19. 
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mmd, which is not coiximoD, Witli Ignorance; or 
want of information, which unfortunately is too 
common. I have found in the most benighted 
common sailor ; in the rudest and most illite* 
rate German of Schoharie^ and in the most 
vulgar and ignorant yankee of Otsego ; native 
intellect equal to that of a Rittenhouse^ or a 
Franklin ; and such instances are far more 
numerous, than is imagined by those, who, se- 
cluded in colleges, academies, and otherwise, 
converse mostly with books, and mingle but 
little, if any, with the mass of mankind. On 
the other hand, inanity or imbecility of mind, is 
not often met with. The truth is, if we would 
make good and useful men of children, we 
should treat them as rational and immortal be*- 
ings from the moment they begin to lisp a syl* 
lable : banishing all frivolous prattle and non^ 
sense from our intercourse with them, and all 
brutal force, such as scourging and beating — 
for in his recommendation of the rod, I cannot 
agree with my ancient namesake, great as he 
was — we should use only sound reason, truth, 
and mild persuasion. I hardly know in whicli 
respect our Saviour appears the most amiable 
and interesting ; whether when he says — Suffer 
Utile children to come unto me — or when he 
invites all who labour and are heavy laden X^ 
find rest to their souls in the consolations of his 
divine mission : If, then, we should thus desll 
with children ; so, on the other hand,, to make 
wise or, well-informed men, of ignorant ones, 
wc should follow the same rational and manly 
^course, and furnish them with important facts, 
and conclusive arguments^ instead of simple 
istories, wbetfa^ fictions or not, of pious dairy 
9 ^ 
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^liiaidd> and penitent Magdalenes : it was not 
thus tfiat Paul accosted the benighted and the 
Ignorant, to whom he carried the glad tidings 
of salvation ; on the contrary all he said, was 
serious, sensible, bold, energetic. Quintilian 
h often quoted as having said, that the unpol- 
ished human mind is like marble in the quarry; 
but he forgot, in making the comparison, that 
there is soft as well as hard marble, and whilst 
the latter will bear polishing, the former will 
not. The darkness of the human intellect may 
be illumined, but its weakness cannot be strength- 
thened. Imbecility, therefore, will ever remain 
imbecility. "The Ethiop cannot change his. 
skin, nor the Leopard his spots :" but the mind 
of the one, if not like the soft marble, may be 
polished and improved ; and so may the fierce- 
ness of the other be tamed, at least so far as to 
know the hand that feeds it. With such works 
as Watson's Apology for Christianity — his Apo- 
logy for the Bible — the small work of Chal- 
mers — and that of Sherlork, in their hands — 
i should not, in the least, fear to risk the con- 
troversy between Christianity and Infidelity, on 
the effect of these works alone upon the native 

§ood sense of our countrymen in general ; and 
lat, too, without going back to the pages of 
Tacitus, an opponent, to prove the existence — 
or to those of the early and orthodox Fathers^ 
iikc Barnabas and Clement, for testimony near- 
ly collateral — or to the writings of the Evan- 
gelists themselves for intrinsic evidence — of 
Christ, and of whence he came, and of what 
he performed for the glory of his Eternal Fa- 
ther, and the benefit and the gratitude of the 
(lnuman race. The work of Chalmers is, of 
itself conclusive — and well it may be—foy 
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althoQgh he commenced it with his mioa 
clouded by skepticism ; yet so sure is truth tO 
prevail, when it does come fairly in contact with 
minds capable of receiving it, that before he 
finished his work, the light burst upon him in all 
its divine splendor, and with such irresistible 
force, that his mind, his heart, all his nobler 
thoughts, feelings -md affections, became firmly 
rivetted in the faith and the love of the Lord 
Jesus. No wonder, then, that the conviction 
which struck so deeply into his own mind, he 
imparts to the mind of his reader with equally 
irresistible power ; for it is when mind meets 
mind, and heart meets heart, upon any subject, 
that the triumph of truth is as sure and unfail- 
ing, as the everlasting streams that fructify the 
earth, and sustain the animal powers of creation. 
I am well aware, that my old infidel friends 
may sneer at all this; and that my old and in- 
veterate political, as well as new and mftlignant 
masonic enemies, wiH no doubt join them. The 
mean and dastardly persecution, slander and 
abuse, that I have been, for many years, subject- 
ed to from old political foes, /»s well as some 
old, pretended and insidious friends ; together 
with the disappointment, which my quondam 

. brethren, in infidelity, will experience, on read- 
ing this work ; all concur to admonish me of 
what 1 may, and most probably shall, have to 
encounter : but neither their sneers, nor their 
jeers, will affect me in the least, in any other 
way than to give me real pleasiircr Fortified, 
as I am, in my own conscience — standing, as I 
know that I do, in this work, and as I mean to 
do ill all cases, on the one hand upon the ark of 

. virtue^ and of constitutional freedom ; and on 
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Ihe other upon the Rock o/Jges-^ihe more ene-* 
mies I may have, the more shall I reioice ; fo»* 
the more good shall I know, by this sign alone, 
that I am doing. If in this cause of civil liberty, 
and celestial religion, my humble talents shall 
be instrumental in saving from the grasp of a 
dark and secret combination, the constitutions 
of my country, and of turning her youth, or any 

!)ortion of them, from the paths of vice and of 
oily, to those of wisdom and of virtufc ; then shall 
I exult, as did good old Simeon, in the day of 
our Lord ; and shall thus receive more than a 
hundred fold compensation for the venomous 
and malignant hostility and abuse of ten thou- 
sand enemies : For, show me a man without 
numerous enemies, and I will show you one, who 
whatever may be the amiable traits of his cha- 
racter, never did any great, or lasting and per- 
manent good to society or mankind. So long 
as a man glides smoothly and silently along, ia 
the corrupted currents of the world ; and if he 
do not in mind and in heart mingle with them ; 
neither does he attempt to check their course^ 
or turn them into purer channels; so long will 
he bepermitted to remain without being made a ' 
mark to be shot at by the arrows of calumny and 
detraction : nay more, he will be called " a 
tlice man," " a wonderful clever man," by all the 
JVoodks^ male and female, in society; tipplers 
will toast him in bar-rooms ; .gossips will mingle 
hi§ praises with their hyson, or souchong beve- 
rage ; misers will applaud his economy, because 
it resembles their own; fools will cry up his 
wisdom for the same reason ; and if a candidate 
for office, they will flock to the polls and vote for 
him;, whilst at home his trembling slavesi ^nd 
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hh looking-glass, will make him believe, tbat hfi 
Is the factotum of the town or state, the very deit^ 
of the day ! and all this, too, when, in all proba- 
bility, he never performed a solitary noble, gene- 
rous or charitable act in his life, and is wholly 
incapable of performing one: On the other hanq^ 
no man ever yet boldly and honestly wielded 
his pen, or raised his voice, against error, crime, 
and corruption, without being reviled and per- 
secuted by the mean, the envious and the un- 
principled — for an honest, manly and magnani- 
mous foe will never stoop to any of these meana. 
But be b\1 this as it may — as a patriot, and a real 
ffiend to the republican constitutions and liber- 
ties of my country, much less as a disciple of 
Christ, I should be a poor creature, a miserable 
tool inde'ed, if my mind were to be disturbed, 
for a moment, by the sneers or the jeers, the 
clamours or the calumnies, of \ny personal ene- 
mies, or those of the sacred cause in which I 
am engaged : on the contrary, I pity their weak- 
ness — detest their meanness— defy their malice 
— and laugh at their calumny. . 1 boldly chal- 
lenge them to fix on my character, by the shadow 
©f proof, by any other than gossip, tattle and 
malignant slander, a single wilfully base or dis- 
honourable act, in the whole course of my life; 
' since if 1 have been an Infidel, I have never con- 
descended to degrade my mind, or my person, in 
habitual vicious pursuits of any kind; for it 
must be recollected, that jionest Infidels have 
their Socratic and Platonic, their Ciceronian 
and Aurelian, if not their Evangelical Piety: let 
my enemies, then, do their worst :• I fear not but 
there will eome a day, when I jshall trittmph 
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wer them all, in the eye <rf him, whose favor 
mid good will are alone worth seeking, and 
witliout which, all else may be deemed as dross, 
dregs, and everlasting damnation. As to my 
old infidel friends, with many of whom I have 
long corresponded in various parts of the state 
aM the union, 1 know some of them to possess 
sound heads and honest hearts ; and all 1 ask 
of these, or any of them, is to sit down, and se- 
riously and deliberately to go through the course 
of study, which I have pointed out and pursued^ 
adding to it only Larrfwe/^ profound and exten- 
sive enquiry into the credibility of the gospels^ 
and preserving their minds, at the same time, 
unshackled, uninfluenced by former prejudices. 
They owe this to themselves, as well as to the 
cause of truth ; for it is, 1 am satisfied from my 
extensive acquaintance with infidels, not so 
much from the rottenness of their hearts, or the 
weakness of their heads, as from a total neglect 
to examine both sides of the question, that they 
reject revelation. 1 know very many indeed of 
them, who have never taken the trouble to exa- 
mine the Bi&LE seriously ; and much less to stu- 
dy any of its able commentators and vindica- 
tors ; but they have read Bolingbroke, and 
Hume, and Voltaire, and swallowed their mis- 
representations and sophistry; relying, as I once 
did myself, with implicit confidence upon theii* 
premises, and conclusions, when the first arc 
often false, and the latter invariably so, or at, 
best not fairly fipwing fi^^m the former. Camp- 
;^ bell h^s exposed and refuted Hume in a master- 
^^l|rifl&anner, shewing him to be, though cool and 
eobtle ; yet contradictory, inconsistent, and un- 
sulrstflmbal : r>. fact, with dl the cool subtlety 
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-and profundity of Hume, he eannot conceal the 
doyen-ffoot of the sophist; and this, on a late 
reading, I clearly perceived; although when 
quite young, I swallowed ail he says with the 
avtdity of a gourmand : these are the contrary 
effects that flow from reading with our feelings 
and prejudices in favour of our author, or, on 
the contrary, with our judgment in full com- 
mand of our feelings and prejudices, and prepa- 
red to decide correctly. As to •Bolingbroke, he 
is full of declamation, without argument — and 
Voltaire, from the beginning to the end of all 
that he has written on the subject, is scarcely 
anything more than a continued series of wit 
and sarcasm, sparkling and pungent; but in 
every sense of the word, a perversion of his text, 
and of the truth. ^' A little philosophy," says , 
Lord Bacon, "inclines us to Atheism, and a 
great deal of philosophy carries us bkck to reli- 
gion." The former clause of this proposition 
applies with full force to the infidel writers above 
mentioned; as the latter doe* to their able op- 
ponents : AH, therefore, I repeat it, that is ne- 
cessary to the triumph of Christianity over Infi- 
delity, in the mind of any sensible man, who is 
seriously and earnestly seeking for the truth, is 
to pursue the same investigation that I have 
pursued, uninfl^uenced and unshackled by pre- 
judice. When I sat down to it, I endeavored to 
divest myself of every bias ; and to commence 
the work as though I had just fallen from the 
clouds, and had never heard of the subject, or 
mingled in the tumults and perplexities, or the 
selfish and sensual currents oi the world: in 
this pursuit, and in this spirit, I spent at least 
f^w of the last fourteen menthd : And let mj 
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iionest old friends in the walks of Infidelity, A0 
this ; and I fear not the complete triumph, ih 
their minds, of the pure, divine, and heart-felt 
doctrines of Jesus ofJVazareth^ over the corrupt, 
earthly, cold and heartless speculations of that 
Infidel School, to which 1 have been by far too 
long attached, and which has done so much to 
unhinge the moral order of the world, and to 
plunge it into confusion and destruction. 

The Infidel, my young countrymen, will tell 
you of the arts of Priestcraft^ and the abuses to 
which Christianity has been subjected by the 
frailty of human passions and human reason : but 
Jet not such insinuations, such sophistry, deter 
you from a thorough examination for yourselves. 
If liable to be punished hereafter for your Infide- 
lity, and its immoral or sinful consequences in 
your practice ; you cannot plead, before your 
Eternal Judge, that you violated his holy laws, 
and rejected his holy name, because you had 
seen or heard of such a thing as Priestcraft : 
Nor can you get off with the plea, that because 
bad men, in bad times, whether Princes, Priests, 
QV common Laymen, abused ' and perverted a 
system, which in itself is not only of Divine Ori- 
gin, but of unmixed, and unsullied, and divine 
pnrity ; you, therefore, imbibed false opinions, 
without taking thetropble to examine for your- 
selves, whether the abuses were in and not of the 
system. In this work, 1 have proved, that the 
murder of Morgan flowed not from the abuse of 
Free Masonry^ but from the actual laics and obliga- 
tions^ imposed by the system ; hence it is, that the 
system 4S so dangeroui^ and destructire to liberty 
and religion : Not so with the abuses of Chris- 
tismity^ ef which infidela make a handle : I feai> 
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lessly challenge the whole hwt of thehi;1o show 
a precept, a rule, or^ law of Christianitj, which 
does not carry on its face the mark of purity and 
of truth, the stamp of Divinity. Recollect, that ' 
Priests^ as clergymen are denominated in com- 
mon parlance, are but men of like passions and 
infirmities with yourselves; and although chosen 
to administer the word, do not always live up to 
the WORD : but this should be no stumbling-block 
in the way of your faith or your practice; your 
own reason must be your guide ; and in no law, 
human or divine, without destroying all law, 
can the faults or crimes of one delinquent, be 
plead in mitigation, much less in justification, by 
another. Rely upon it, that as the clerical cha- 
racter cannot be plead either in justification or 
mitigation of clerical delinquency; much less 
can it shield your default in the day of judgment : 
on the contrary, the clergyman who violates his 
duty, is a two-fold transgressor, and exposed, if 
possible, to double damnation.^ I cannot con^ 
ceive of a fiend in hell more wicked, than the 
man who takes upon himself the sacred duties of 
the altar, under the impression — without which 
he has no business there — that he is called to 
the work by Divine Providence ; and still wil- 
fully pollutes his heart and his hands in the vani- 
ties, crimes and corruptions of the world. Be 
assured, then, that in this case, the most import- 
ant and awful that we can, any of us, ever be 
involved in, every soul must stand or fall on its 
own merits or demerits ; and as it shall have 
found, or lost, an interest in the atoning merit 
and mediation of the Redeemer. 

Commence this investigation, then, I beseech 
you, without pinning your faith apon wiy m«m's 
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sleeve, or without attempting, in the first place 
to establish any sectarian principle. Having 
satisfied myself of the abstract truth, as it is ii 
Jesus, I am now engaged in studying the princi* 
pies of the various sects ; and have begun witl: 
Cokings Institutes. I should have preferred tc: 
have commenced with the Fathers, and latei 
champions of the Catholic church, could I have 
procured them here conveniently : I shall, how*' 
ever, procure them — and I shall, with steady 
labor, and an unbiassed mind, pursue the sub- 
ject, until I become thoroughly conversant with 
the several creeds, which have prevailed, or 
are now prevalent, and the shades of difference 
which distinguish them ; finally testing the whole, 
with all the judgment I can bring to the task, by 
the writings of the Evangelists : and I shall, if 
mj life be spared, leave, as a legacy to my chil- 
dren, in the hope that they may profit by it, the 
result of the investigation, connected with the 
conclusion^ I liaVe already formed. But as to 
you,' my young countrymen, the plain and simple 
question to be solved, in the first place, is — 
Do the Gospels contain a faithful history of the lives 
and acts of Christ and his Apostles ? Satisfy your 
minds upon this all-important point, and your 
hearts, as well as your heads, will finally do the 
rest. Sectarian cavils, and the sophistical com- 
mentaries of infidel writers, may have blurred 
the beauty, and impaired the majesty of the 
Divine Oracles ; but wisdom is nevertheless jus- 
tified of her children : And whoever will go to 
the Bible itself, and study it in the spirit of can- 
dour and integrity, " rightly dividing the word ;" 
that is, separating, with judgment, the historical 
and the allegorical, from the poetical and prqi« 
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phetieal; the legal from the moral; the litei^ 
from the metaphorical ; and the formal frotia 
the spiritual ; making due allowances, at the 
same time, in the moral, historical, and legal por- 
tions, for the difference, between those times 
and the present, in education, manners, habits, 
ideas of civil and political government and juris* 
prudence, soil, climate, and population ; for all 
tiitise tilings must have been embraced in the 
Divine Wisdom and Economy, as revealed to 
Mobcs, and > he Prophets and Patriarchs ; and 
afterwards, through our Saviour and his Apos* 
ties : Whoever, depend upon it, may do all this 
understandingly, will rise from the holy labour, 
satisfied, that the Bible is not only the word of 
God ; but will, I trust, be made to feel, and to 
acknowledge, that it is the power of God unto salva^ 
tion. 

And now, my young countrymen, let me once 
more, before I close this work, impress upon you 
ihe solemn advice of a man, who has seen much 
of the world, and knows full well all the snares 
and dangers to which you will be exposed. Let 
me conjure you, then, shunning the paths of 
folly, and of guilty pleasure, to embrace Religioij 
early, as the only sure and substantial founda- 
tion, on which to rest all your hopes of temporal 
and eternal happiness. Shun, I entreat you, the 
walks of the Infidel, and be not deluded by hifi 
sophistry, let his wisdom, or his virtues, be what 
they may. " Curse on his virtues^'* said a Roman 
patriot, speaking of a usurper, " they havetmdone 
his country r The more virtue there is, in ot 
, wrong-headed man, the jnore mischief may he 
do to society. It is the gilded pill that is the 
.easiest and the readiest swallowed. Vain mfSi 
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may deny the Bible, and weak men may fellow 
them;^but that sacred volume is the enduring 
Fount pf Eternal Wisdom. Those who rfejeci 
it, may pretend to vast profundity of thought, 
and to. see clearly, that there is no future state 
of rewards and punishments : but beUeve me, 
such doctrines are not new ; they have often 
been advanced, and as often put down, by the 
good sense and virtue of mankind, as well as by 
the soundest logic, on the part of those sages, 
who have victoriously maintained the doctrines 
of the Cross. If there be any blessing of life, 
more than another^ for which any man may have 
especially to thank his God, it must be, that his 
mind has become settled upon this all-important 
subject : that he has been brought to see clearly, 
that man is accountable in another world for 
the deeds done in the body here; that his soul 
is immortal. 

Deny to man a future state of existence, and 
kow much is he degraded ! He possesses facul- 
ties that elevate him above all the other animals 
is the creation. Compared with the reptile, he 
of like a God ; and with the Lion, the Elephant, 
©r the Mammoth, he still soars an Angel in the 
superiority of his powers. But deprived of im- 
mortal hope, he is reduced to the level of thie 
lowest of the animal tribes. He comes inte 
existence with intellectual endowments of the 
highest grade ; he enters upon a theatre where 
countless objects present themselves to improve 
kis faculties, or be improved by their exercise. 
He enters on the career of improvement. He 
finishes some plans, and he commences others, 
which he does not stay to accomplish. He erects 
houses, which he deee not remain to inhabit^ 
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■He builds ships, and leaves them to t>e navigla- 
ted by others. He plants trees, that others may 
enjoy their fruits. He sows fields, that others 
may reap their harvest. He quits forever his na- 
tive soil, or shores ; migrates over mountains^ 
apparently inaccessible, and never before trod 
by human footsteps, or across trackless oceans, 
to distjant and dreary climes ; clears off the 
wilderness, cultivates new fields ; builds up new 
xjities ; forms new constitutions and laws, reli- 
gious, civil and political ; and leaves them all 
ior the enjoyment and the government of after- 
ages. He forms the strongest and the tenderest 
of all ties and connexions, which he knows must 
be severed in this life : And he conquers science, 
and climbs the rugged steeps that lead to fame, 
but to be conquered himself by death, aAd be 
cast down to perish forever ! 

Such is the condition of man, if the cold 
speculations of the atheist and the infidel be 
founded in truth : but it <5annot be ! The God 
of Nature has not endowed him with all his 
extraordinary and sublime powers; has not 
made him so far above all other animals, and so 
little below the Angels, that he should perish 
like a mole, or a caterpillar, and be known no 
more among created intelligence. No!^ — ^no ! — 
by all the perfections of his animal frame and 
faculties — by all the sensibilities of his heart — 
by all the graces of his mind — by all the fire of 
his genius — ^by all the sublimity of his concep- 
tions — by all the benign and glorious fruits of 
his intellect, and by all the mighty works of his 
hands; he was not, he could not have been 
created, to perish in evexlasting oblivion, and 
10 
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be banished forever from the scenes of intellec- 
tual enjoyment, and the presence of his God ! 

I shall now, my young countrymen, take my 
leave of you, perhaps for ever : And certain it 
is, that I can never again address yoii on sub- 
jects of more importance to your happiness, botii 
here and hereafter, than those which this work 
embraces. Come what will of me : whether I 
am destine*! to fall by the hand of some vulgar 
and midnight assassin, as has been threatened ;* 
or to die on the bed of peace, surrounded by dear 
connexions and valued friends — I thank myGod, 
in the utmost sincerity of my soul, that he has 
spared me to draw this portrait of a corrupt and 
degenerate Order — an Order — [if there can 
for a moment be such a thing as an Order in a 
republican government)— whose schemes areas 
dark as those of the disciples of Loyola, and 
whose discipline is as despotic and dangerous 
as that of the Inquisition : And solemnly to 
warn you, who mu^^t at no distant day become 
the props of your country's existence, the de- 
fenders of her soil, the vindicators of her rights, 
the authors and conservators of her laws, and 
the proud pillars of her glory; to beware, as you 
would of the most deadly poison, of cominjj 
within the pale of its licentious mysteries, its 
unhallowed orgies, and its blasphemous rites. 
Too long, by far loo long, has it already pollur 
ted the sacred soil of liberty : too long already 
has it darkly controuled the ballot of the unsus- 
pecting freeman, and paralyzed the right ofelcc- 
tionf — too long has it stained the purity of the 
ermiiie, and defiled the sanctity of the altar — 
too long has it corrupted legislation and pervfjr- 

* See ArpcBdTx, Ntte 2©. j Sec Appen4U, N»te 21. 
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ted justice — too long has it made the Ju^y Box 
the sink of partiality and favoritism; and the 
stand of the witness the source of perjury, and 
the protection of fraud and villany — too long 
has it been permitted to redeem felons from 
the State Prison, before they had half expiated 
their crimes ; and to rob the gallows and the 
gibbet of their honest dues : — MORALITY, 
TATRIO TISM, LIBERTY and RELIGION^ 
the holy laws it has violated, and the domestic^ 
civil and political ties it has severed; the prom- 
ising young men it has lured to destruction, and 
the heart broken parents, whose grey hairs it 
has brought with sorroio to the grave; the hus- 
bands it has alienated from their wives, and the 
wives it has robbed of the society and protec- 
tion of their husbands ; the widows and the or- 
phans it has plunged into misery, and the blood 
of the martyrs it has slain ; all cry aloud, in 

ONE UNITED VOICE, TO THE GOD OF ETERNAL 

JUSTICE, FOR ITS TOTAL EXTIRPATION 

FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH ! 

Albai^y, Dec. 8th, 1827/ 
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APPENDIX 



NOTE I.. 

The spirit of Xob was in a right tune, when he &B.id^^Sh(diwe rhcuv^ 
g<iBd at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil. Job ii. 10. 

And so of the Psalmist, when he said — Jtisgoodfoi me, that I hate 
been afflicted,, that 1 might learn thy Uatutti ; tne law of thy moulh i»: 
better unto me than thousands of gold and Hlver^ Ps. cxix, 71,^2. 

Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now i have kept thy word*'- 
Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. Pj. 67, 7;). 

Blessed is the man, whom thouchasteneih, O Lord; and teachtth hifi^ 
out of thy law. Ps. xcev, 12. 

Prosperity, says Lord Bacon^ is^ the blessing of the Old Testament 
adversity is the blessing of the New, which carrieth the greater benf^ 
diction, and the clearer revelation of God's favor : yet even in th^ 
Old Testament, if you listen to DavidVharp, you shall hear as many 
hearse-like airs as carols ; and the pencil of the Holy Ghost hath la- 
boured more in describing the afflictions of Job,, than the feli<?itie8 ^f 
Solomoa. 

NOTE IT. 

The following Proclamation, was issued by the Goyernop, agreeably 
to its date, for the discovery of the truth in Morgan's case :— - 
Pboclamation,— JBy De Witt Clinton, Governor of the Stale ofN, Yorf^. 

Whereas the measures adopted for the discovery of William Moftr 
CTAN, ailter his unlawful abduction from Canandaigua in September last^ 
have not been attended with success ; and whereas many of the good 
citizens of this State are under an impression, from the lapse of time 
' and other circumstances, that he has been murdered : Now therefore, 
tu the end that, if be be living,^ he may be restored to his family, andylC 
murdered, that the perpetrators may be brought to condign punishr 
ment ; I have thought fit to issue this proclamation, promising a reward 
of oxE THOUSAND DOLLARS for the discovery of the said William Mor- 
gan, if alive : and, if murdered, a reward of two thousand DOLiutRa^ 
for the discovery of the ofieoder or offenders, to be paid on conviiption 
And on the certificate of the Attorney General, or officer prosecuting 
on the part of the State, that the person or persons claiming the saM 
last mentioned reward is or are justly entitled to the same under tHis 
proclamation. And I further promise a free pardon, so far as I am 
authorised under the constitution of this State, to any a(u;ompUce Qr 
co-oj»eratar who shall make a foU discoTery of the offQider ^^r 9Stn^ 
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der8« And 1 do enjoin it upon all officers and ministefs of jusKce, and 
all other persont, to be vigilant and active in bringing to justice the 
perpetrators of a crime go abhorrent to hunlanity, and so dero^torf 
from the ascendency of lav and good order. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the Privy Seaf 
Vl s] at the City of Albany, this 19th day of March, Anno Domini 
1827. DE WITT CLINTON. 

Previous to issuing^ the preceding Proclamation, the Governor had 
issued two others, one dated on (he 7th of Octobet , 1326 ; and the oth- 
er on the 26th day of the samp month ; predicated, not on the presump^ 
tion that Morgan had been murdered ; but that he had been tgalawfol- 
ly seized and conveyed awav ; which Proclamations were issued in 
consequence of a communication, either in the same, or similar lan- 
guage, to the one which follows, and from the same source :-^I copy 
it from Col. Miller's Republicem Advocate, published at Batatia — a pa- 
per which deserves the patronage of every honest man in the United 
States :— 

To THE PoELic. — On the 11th of September, William Morgan, a 
native of Virginia, who had for about three years past resid^^d in this 
village, was, under pretext of a Justice's Warrant, hurried from his 
home and family, and carried to Canandaigua. The same night he was 
examined, on a charge of Petit Larceny, and discharged by the justice. 
One of the persons who took him away, immediately obtained a war- 
rant against htm, in a civil suit; for an alleged debt of two dollars 
on which he was committed to the Jail of Ontario coumy. On the 
night of the 12th September, he was released by a person pretending 
to be his friend, but directly in front of the jail, notwithstunding his 
cries of Murder, he was gagged and secured, and put into a carriage, 
and after travelling all night, he was left (as the driver of the carriage 
says) at Uanford's Landing, about sunrise on the 13th, since which he 
has not been heard of. His distressed wife and two infant children,^ 
are left dependant on Charity for their sustenance. The circumstan- 
ces of the transaction have given rise to the most violent fears that he. 
has been murdered. It is however hoped by his wife and friends, that 
he may be now kept concealed and imprisoned in Canada. All per- 
sons who are willing to serve the cause of humanity, and assist to re- 
move the distressing apprehensions of liis unfortunate wife, are ear- 
, n^stly requested lo communicate to one of the Committee named be- 
low, directed to this place, any facts or circumstances which have 
come to their knowledge, and are calculated to lead to the discovery of 
his present situation, or the particulars of bis fate, if he has been mur« 
dered— Batavia, October 4, 1826. 

Committee.— T. F. Talbot, D. E. Evans, T Cary, Wm. Keyus, Wm. 
Davis, John Lay, T. Fitch, L. D. Prindle,E. Soufhworth, J. P. Smith. 

A short time after the preceding appeal to the public, meetings of 
the people were held in the several counties of Genesee, Ontario. Mon- 
roe and Niagara, as stated in my letter to Messrs. Gales and Seaton ; 
at which committees were appointed, who went, as I have stated in that, 
letter, into as thorough an inve^sfigation, as possible ; and their Report 
is perfectly conclusive, as to the fact of Morgan's abduction and mur- 
der, by the masonic agents of the masonic fraternity, in conformity to. 
Masonic Law, fn such cases. The following is the closing Paragraph 
of their Narrative, with their signatures amsed^and also the Po;it« 
fi>crtpt to tlie said Narrative :— 

RESfAaKa. — We now have laid before our fellow citizens the detail^ 
or report, \rhich Im btiea 10 ofUn called for* U it has not be^ %s inter* 
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tetin^ as they have been led to expect, they tamit rtmembcr that we did' 
not undertake to gratify cariosity, or gire our own speculations. We 
have given, as we promised, ^ A Narrative of facts and circumstances," 
relating to transactions which have excited the earnest attention of the 
community. Those iietcts and circumstances are e vinced by the depositions 
of credible witnessesvor vouched for by distinct allegations (most of them 
in writing) of men, entitled to our entire confidence for veracity and in- 
tegrity, to whom we can resort for legal proof , if called for. Whether 
the conclusions whicli ^e have drawn are the legitimate results of these 
facts and circumi^tances, our readers must of course decide fer themselves. 
Let them recollect ti\at our exertions (which have not been 'feeble ones) 
■ to trace Morgan beyond Fort Niagara have been unavailling — that the pe- 
cuniary reward offf rd by the Govenor of the state of New-York, and Gov- 
ernor of Upp'^r Canada, aave r»ot elicited the slightest information on the 
subject — that the Governor's offer of pardon, promised in his proclama- 
tion at our request, has produced no effect— that no attempt has been 
made, that v, e know of, by those so directly implicated to explain or de- 
ny the extraordinai y conduct and occurrences which have fastened such 
strong and w<?U founjetl suspicions upoa them — that they have thus long 
set public opinion at defiance, and relinquished their claim to the good 
opinion of their fellow citizens without a struggle toretiuo it — that five 
of them hav^ absconded, viz : — ^James Gillis, Joseph Scofield, Burrage 
Smith, John Whitney, and Richard Howard — that others have absented 
themselves from thfiir femilies, and the state» and continue absent with tk^ 
full knowledge of the suspicions which rest Upon them — that many of the 
witnesses have suddenly disappeared, and cannot be traced-^that two of 
those who w«re called as witnesses before the Grand Jury of Monroe, 
county, at Rocliester, to wit. Edward l)oyle, merchant, and Simeon B. 
Jewet, attorney at law, refused to testify, because, as they all^ed^ (h^ 
could not do so truh/ without criminating themselves — ^that others have re* 
lated stories on oath, which are utterly incredible — and what inference. 
can be drawn from all this, but that Morgan has been murdered, and that 
great numbers of men, heretofore respectable, have been acceseariee tohfa 
murder. Whether ALL who were concerned in his kidnapping have 
been accessaries, or consented to his death, we undertake not to decide : 
But, whatever were the original designs or motives of those who were 
concerned in his disappearance, all of them who have not fully, frankly 
and promptly explained the part they are known to have performeil, have 
we think, no tight to complain if their fellow citizens in general regard- 
them as accessaries to>the murder of William. Morgan, and shall here^C- 
ter treat them accordingly. 

CaMMITTEES. 

Genesee County.— T. F. Talbot^ TrumbuU Cary,^ Timothy Fitch; 
James P. Smith, Lyman D. Prindle, Eleazer Southworth, Willias*. 
Keys, Jonathan Lay, Wm. Davis^ Hinman Holden. 

RocheHer Committee. — Josiah BisselJ, Jr. F. V* Backus, Heman Nor* 
ton, Frederick Whittlesey ,^ Thurlow Weed, Samuel Works. 

Ftclor Committee. — Samuel Rawson, Elijah Sedgewick, Samuel Ew* 
ing, Nathan Jenks, James M. Wheeler, Thomas Wright, John Batr 
geanU 

Chili Committee. — Isaac Lacy, Williapa Pixley, Benjamin Bow^, 
Samuel Lacy. 

WhtcUland Comrnittee.— John Garbutt, Truman EdsoD, Clark Hall, 

Bloanffidd Committee. — Ralph Wilcox, Heman Chapiu, Bani Bra4Irj». 
J:09Ulv Porter, Orson jeryftDuOiJooathpia Qoi^ 
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Leioitlan CommiUu^^BuieB Cooke, John Phillips. 

Now read attentively the following POSTSCRIPT to the Narmlive 
from which the preceding extrct is made, and you will be sati^Sed that. 
Morgan was murdered at, or neai Fort Niagara, by the dastardly iiBscre-> 
ants who had hiih in keeping. 

PosTCRiPT, — We have long expected to receive a statement or depo- 
sition, from an eye witneas, which, we had good reason to suppose, would 
put an end to aU conjectures, as to the course that had been pursued in 
disposing of William Morgan after his arrival at Fort Niagara. After 
the Narrative had been put to press we received the following statement, 
made to two members of one of the committees by a credible witness, a 
man of good character and standing, a Royal Arch Mason^, as from his own 
knowledge, but who has as yet- declined giving his deposition, because he 
has been called upon as a witness and. expects to testify in court hi» 
knowledge of the matter. The statement is as foUows ; — 

*^ After Morgan left the carriage at the grave yaid, he was taken to thft 
bottom of the hill at the Fortt The ferryman was called up by those 
who had charge of him. Here Morgan received some water, whjeh he 
had called ibr in front of Col. King's at Youngstowii. When taken t# 
the boat he was supported by two men : he was pinioned and hoodwink^ 
ed : he was- placed in a boat andcarricd to the Canada shore. On reach- 
ing that shore two of the ke^[>ers left the boat — ^Morgan and two other? 
remained on the beach, ^riiile they (i. e.the tw«» first) went mto town. 
Those who were left witii the boat were directed to leave the shore in the 
boat, if any person should approach it, without giving a signal which had 
been agreed upon. There was, howevery no intrusion. The two who 
had %one into the town returned, after an absence which might have 
been one and an half or two hours. The time of their absence seemei) 
long to the informant, who waited witli the boat. Two other persons 
came to the shore with them on their return : they came near the boat;, 
and held a consultation in a low tone of voice, which the informant did 
not hear : when it broke up all who had crossed from the United States' 
shore returned in the boat to the Fort. Morgan, as before, was supported 
from the shore by two men, taken into the Fort, and put into the Maga- 
zine, This place had been fixed upon one or two days previous, as one 
where Morgan could be lodged in case of necessity. This took place in 
the morning of the fourteenth o( September. 

••During that day Morgan made much noise, and in the course of the day 
two messengers were sent to Lewiston, where a Chapter was that day in.- 
stalled, to procure aid to silence the noise. Some persons came down to 
the Fort from Lewiston, and produced stillness. On the evening of the 
14th of September, twenty or thirty persons came to the Fort in the steam 
boat, or otherwise, all of whom soon disappeared, excepting about elev- 
en : after a time several of those last went away. 

" During the night several persons were together in the vicinity of the 
Fort, among whom the fate or disposition of Morgan was discussed. This 
discussion ended some time after midnight, and nothing was decided upon. 
The next evening a small number debated the same subject with great 
animation, but came to no decision. Morgan was still in the Magazine 
on the seventeenth, when our informant left the plase, and did not return 
until the twenty-first day of the same month, when he found that Morgan 
had been disposed ofi*. Those who had Morgan in their custody, when 
he left the place, gave him, on his return, to understand that Moigan bM 
betti put to deaU). That the interior of the Kagazine was put in order, 
SAd, as our informant wafltoldf.h^ beenezamiaed by one or more i^- 
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sons irom Lewiston, viho visited tiie Fort (br that purpose aocl tX\ fhing^s 
were pronounced to be in order; that the wallf were doieljr looked over 
to see if Mor^n had left any writings upon them ; after all Which, a 
man, or perhaps two, were Requested to travene the shore of the lake to 
see if an J body should float sishore.^ 

NOTB"ni, 

Per the names of the gentlemen, comprising the Lewifftan Ccmven-' 
tlon, fee Dedication* 

NOTE V. 

Solomon Southwick, of Newport R. I the author's father, who as 
Editor ot the Newport Mercury, excited the special vengeance of the 
Tories, and of General Prescott, commander of the British forces, 
which landed on Rhode Island in the early Ftage of the revolutionary 
war. My father was proclaimed as a rebel and an out-law, and a re- 
ward offered for his apprehension. He was the author of an Address 
to the citizens of Rhode-Island, entitled " Joiir or ma," and the motto 
Of which was — Reb£llion to TvRAirrs is oBBmaaca vo God : This 
address Gordon quotes as having contributed, BK>Te than any other 
publication, to flz the minds of the people of Rhode island in favour 
of the revolution. General Prescott seized my father's new and valua^ 
ble Printing-office, and put it into the hands of a Capt Hows, of the 
British army, a gentleman of talent, who soon turned it into a botaf. 
instead of a rbpi7blica,n battery, an(\ my father^s own press and types 
were used In printing t he official document which proclaimed him an 
out-law But this pi oscription did not satisfy the vengeance of Pres- 
cott, who was not a mere soldier, but one of the most rancorous of roy- 
alists: It was a common thing with him, so warm and violent were 
his feelings as a PartiEan^ when he saw two or three citizens in a cir* 
cle, in the street, to shake his cane or sword over their heads, exclaim- 
ing*-*' disperse yon rebels !*' In this rancorous spirit he ordered a 
number of valuable buildings to be torn down, several of which belong- 
ed to my father, and the materials consumed a? flre-wood at the British 
barracks. Thes«' were not the only sacrifices my father made in be- 
half of the revolution. He loaned 1^20 000 in specie at one time to the 
government— and he received certificates for it, which he was finally 
driven to the necessity of selling to speculators, at from two to three 
shillings in the pound ; and my industry and that of my brothers has 
since been taxed to pay the full amount to these speculators. What an 
outrage was the funding system upon every principle of mof aland po- 
litical justice. This position, however, though perfectly true, is not 
so clear to the generality of our countrymen, as it is to those who know, 
as I do, both the ieeret and the public history of that system : fbr the 
intelligent reader is not, I presume, to be told, that there is scarce a 
statute in existence, which has not its private as well as public history. 
But to return to the more immediate subject of this note. I cannot 
conclude without paying a compliment due to Capt, Howe, to whom 
General Prescott assigned the charge of the Newport Mercury Print- 
ing-office. After the war he sent back, voluntarily, fVom Halifax, N. 
6. with a polite letter to my father, nearly all the Printing materials, 
which he had carried away, including the press, which was standing 
in the office of the Newport Mercury (the paper is still published) when 
f visited Newport, in 1813. Whether Capt. Howa be dead or iKve, at 
this time, f know not«-but this act is sufficient to endear fait memory 
ifi an faoaeii meo of whatever age or clime. 
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The veoembte Isaiah Thomas, in his Hirtory of Prmtiog, has ddne 
justice to the oiemory of my father ; for this he has my Sincere thanks^ 
and grateful remembrance: For f have ever cherished the injunction 
of ^n inspired penman — Mjf ton, Ihint own friend, and Iky father's 
friend forget not. I owe more to the memory of my father, ihan roost 
sons; for>his example has ever influenced me in m^ editorial career— 
and during thirty -five years that I have been at the editorial desk, I have 
the proud consolation to reflect, that the man does not exist, nor did 
•he ever exist, who wilt or would dare to say, that he ever dictated to or 
influenced me in a line or a sentence that I ever wrote or published. — 
The press that I have conducted, during that time, has been, in the 
strongest possible sense of the terms, FREE AND INDEPENDENT 
•—and I fearlessly challenge any man. or any party, to deny it. To n»y 
conscience, and my God alone, h^tve I ever held myself. responsible as 
an Editer I have tufiei ed a great deal of persecution, for no ether rea^ 
son, but because I have been, in the very strongest possible sanse of the 
terms, AN iiiDBPEifSKirT Eorrun^but such sufle rings are never to be 
deplored, or complained of, by an honest man — on the contrary, be 
ought alfvays to rejoice in them. 

NOTE^VI. 

For what did our faf hers encounter those perils and privations?— 
Was it, thataf^er throwing off the shackles of a foreign tyrant, do* 
tnestic tyranny should prevail over us ^ Did they overthrow the supre- 
macy of the British King, that their posterity should be enslaved by 
the QrMnd Kings of Free Masonry, in their nocturnal conclaves? — 
Did they bleed and die in the field, to establish a government, founded 
on the common consent of the people, or on the will and caprice of a 
SECRET, SELF CREATED ASSOCIATION ? These are serious 
fuestions. 

notFVh* 

It IS flO long since ! went through the contemptible and disgusting 
mummery, alluded to, that I forget whether the sharp iustrumeut used, 
is a sword, dagger or chissel, or what is the precise applicution asaUe of 
it: it is of no consequence, however, since be the thing itself, or it» ap- 
plication what it may, it is equally an instrument of folly, and gene-* 
rally applied by th^ hand of one fool to the body of another. 

NO'raViu, 

If any Persian or other idolatrous Sun*worsbippbr, should pay 'us 
a visit, what would be his pleasure and surprise, in passing through 
the country, to find his God painted upon so many masonic sign-boards» 
imd suspended from so many " rum-poles,** as our sign>posts are teria- 
ed by the bar-room gentry : measuring our intellectual and moral, or 
religious character, by this apparent respect paid to his dsitv, by our 
Noodle Manufacturers and Julip retailers, he would congratulate him- 
self that he had been led among a people as wise as those whom he 
bad ltd at home ! And would probably return^ if nobody should explain 
to him the quackery of the Lambskin Order, and proclaim to his coun- 
trymen, with honest pride, that the Sun was worshipped in the westerii 
hemisphere; where he had found a country, so enlightened, that no 
man could sell a dram of whiskey, oc a mug of ale or cider, without 
sticking an Image of the Persian God npon a pole before his door !^* 
Ob! /Vee Masonry i thou child ot Idolatry, thou mother of quackery 
gad Impottore, wbep will our countrymen, who are ander thy malig^ix 
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Indu^nce come to their senses , and banish thee for ever; send thee 
Simong xUti Kickapoos or the IVhinebagoeSt to find coo/ifeoial spirits oC 
hfatbenism or barbarity ; thou;^b it is, indeed, much to b% douWted, 
whether Ktckapoot or IViiinebagots, would think themselTes OTer-much 
honored by a vi^it irom thy barbarous and dastardly niidni|^ht minis- 
ters of vengeance, who did for thee the foul jobs o( *' ezuuting" SaiTHi 
MuRpocK, JMiTCHENER and Morgan ! 

NOTE IX.— Page 28. 
There is a song, entitleU The Propheis, and sometimes Tht Feast ((f 
the Prophets, a most wickeu and impious piece of ribaldry ; which I 
should think it ilisgraceful to quote, even by way of illustration ; and 
in which the author introduces Moses, Aaron, Noah, Job, David, £ze- 
kiel, Jeremiah, &i , — names which ought never to be mentioned but 
with reverence-^ putting into the mouth of each some ribaldry, which 
no gentleman, who posif sses the least regard for reiigiou, decency or 
good breeding, or the least self-respect, could listen to complacent!/ 
—and yet I have heard this blasphemous carol poured furth many a 
time by more than one of the most distinguished members of Old MaS' 
ters, as well as Old Union 'Lodge^ in 1795-96 — nnd encored with long 
and loud shouts of applause by the Noodles present. 

NOTE IX.— Page 29. 
Since I quit the Institution— it was not, however, a formal relinquish-' 
ment— -1 have never miitgied in any of its meetings but twice, and in 
both cases accidental. The first was about ten years ago, wheal at- 
tended the funeral of a gentleman who belonged to the Order, and 
walked in the pr^ 'cession of the Order by accident, and not by previ- 
ous design : So in 1826, about two months before the abduction and 
murder of Morgan, 1 happened by accident to drop into the court- 
room, in onr Capitol, where the Craft had assembled as such, to march 
in procession, to hear the oration of Judge Di7Br, on the simultaneous 
deaths, and in honor of the virtues, of those illustrious men, John Ad- 
ams and Thomas .Icfierson. When the hint was given, that all wha 
were not masons should retire, I was on the point of retiring myself, 
when it struck me that 1 might as well avail mysvlf of the opportuni« 
ty to get a convenient seat in church— and hence I put on the insignia, 
and marched with the rest in the procession : but when I got into the 
street, it is a fact, that I felt ashamed of myself; so much so, that 
in passing one house, in particular, where an accomplished and sensi> 
^le woman, with whom I have the honor tu he acquainted, and to count 
among my friends was looking out at a window, I could hardly look 
her in the face, so insignificant did I feel,u;i/^ the trappings of tchat I 
knew to be the worst of noodUism, nonsensff and quackery about me ; and 
(his 1 bolieve, is the only time in my life, when I could not, without a 
blush, look a sensiblo woman in the face ! Any grand jury of ladiesi, 
sitthig as an Inquest upon awkward and ungallant male delinqueocieSj 
might safely endoi se this a true bill I — And I may as well illustrate 
this fact, by another of a similar nature. A lady, who is a shrewd ob- 
s**rver, informs mc, >hat when the Grand Masonic Procession, in all (he 
Pageantry of the Order, passed her housi", on a certain occasion, con* 
nected with the progress of the Great Canal, she saw two very dlstin* 
gttished gentlem**n, whose countei^ces exhibited dear indications, 
that they felt (hemselres belittled by their situation ; and I do not deubi 
it, in the least, because they are both men of stich taLentt, at well ts 
1*eal dimity of mind, Lbat they could not have reconciled their CeeBnffj 
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or their Judgment, to such meckeiy of our plain and simple, but still 
morally grand and majestic, republican institutions. To be caught In 
such a silly pageant, therefore, must have made them feel small, and 
to bang their heada as they walked br the windows of their well-in- 
formed and sensible fellow>citizens. 

NOTE XI. 

I would not be understood as being willing to adopt the doctritte of 
contlructive Irettson, or constructive contemptSf or anv other constructive 
application of law, but such as is warranted by well known and estab- 
lished rules ; for I nm decidedly opposed to every thing but wisely set- 
tled, well defined, and well understood rules of action, in the legal 
institutions of my country. Whatever masonic Noodles, therefore, 
may think or say of me, lam the last man who would infringe any of 
their civil, political, or religious rights. I have expressed myself, as I 
have done, in the text, merely to convey a strong impression of what 
I conceive to be the immorality, depravity and illeguliiy of maso>iic ob- 
ligations ; and how necessary it is, that the laws of the land, either in 
our primitive constittitions, or legislative statutes, should put a stop to 
them, by some provision justly applicable to the crime : for no man of 
common sense, I trust, will deny, after reading this work, that masonic 
oaths are criminal, in every sense of the teVm; and that they lead to the 
commission of the worst ot all crimes, has been clearly shown in 
many cases. 

NOTE"xn. 

The following is the Masonic, alias Jimerlcan Papal Bull, alluded to 
in the text. 1 hope Mr. HoUister may prosecute the man who signs 
it for a libel ; as I thmkit high time the validity of these masonic at- 
tacks upon private character were tested by our laws. The subjoined 
remarks upon this dastardly libel, were made by me, in the National 
Observer, of Nov. 9th. 
. Masonic Notice. — At a regular communication of Montgomery 
Lodge, No 13. held at the Lodge Boom in Salisbury, Conn. October 2d, 
A. L. 5827 — Voted unanimously, that Richard Hollister, of Le Roy, 
N. Y. be expelled from all communication with this Lodge, and cut off 
from all the rights and privileges of masonry, /or unmasonic conduct, — 
By order of the Lodge MOSES A. LEE, Se&y. 

O* Editors of newspapers, favorable to masonry, are requested to 
publish the above 

Remarks. — Now, let usimjuire, for what has Mr. Hollister, who wc 
assert upon unquestionable authority is one of the best of men,been thu9 
iield up to public suspicion, as an abandoned or infamous character ?-— 
His crime in the eye of Free Masonry was fourfold — he had joined the 
church of Christ-~he iiad become convinced of the corruption and 
depravity of Free Masonry — he had written to his brother in Connec- 
ticut, his conviction that Morgan had been murdered in conformity to 
masonic law— and he had renounced, in a public advertisement, his 
connexion with the Order; And this was the unmasonic conduct, o( 
which he was guilty 

We see, then, that a masonic lodge claims the right of denouncing a 
member who becomes a christian, or sets his face against a masonic 
murder. But let me here ask a few questions, and let me entreat every 
honest man, every patriot, every republican in the United States, to 
fake them home to himself, and reflect upon them seriously ; for they 
are of the very big best importanee to hit dearest rig hu and privileges; 
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f f, tbei), Mori^ was not murdered in ctmtdittiAiy to Masonic Lair, kB 
contra^distiDguished from, and opposed to, the supreme constitutional 
laws of onr country, why is it that we have not seen a single notice, or 
resolution from any Grand Lodge, Royal Arch Chapter, or any other 
Lodge, like the above notice in (he case of Mr. HoUflBter, denouncing 
bis murderers for umnasonic conduct 7 Ponder upon this question, feK 
tow-citiaens — take it to your fire sides and your pillows, and solve it It 
yon can, to the honor of Free Masonry. Has the Grand Lodge of X<l. IT, 
ever passed a resolution setting forth that Burrage Smith and John 
Whitney, when called as witnesses on the trial of Chesebro and Co. 
Qfr kidnapping Morgan, refused to answer because they would crimi- 
nate themselves ; and that they had hereby proved their own guilt, and 
rendered themselves worthy of expulsion for unmasonic conduct ?-— 
Has the Grand Lodge, or any other Lodge, of which those men were 
members, passed any such resolutions in relation to them ? Again, since 
it is a notorious fact, that they have both fled from justice, has the Grand 
Lodge or any other Lodge, called upon Lodges abroad to beware of 
them as unworthy brothers, as men whose hands are probably stained 
with blood 7 Have any of the other wretches who have fled ou account 
•f their participation in Morgan's murder, been denounced by the > 
Grand Logde or any other Lodge, as Mr. Hollister has been for becom 
ing « Christian and expressing his abhorrence of the murder of Mor- 
gan ! Where, I ask, is the Grand Lodge, the Boyal Arch Chapter, or 
any other Lodge, which has directly or indirectly, publicly orprivate« 
fy, in any shape or manner whatsoever, denounced, recouneed cunnexo 
ion with, expelled,^censured, lectured or disapproved of any one of 
|ilorgan*s kidnappers or murderers, save the mockery, the farce, alrea^ 
dy alluded to in this article, of a master mason's Lodge suspending « 
^ i:onnexion which had no existence, with four Royal Arch ViUains /-^ 
Has not Eli Bruce confessed himself guilty by standing mute as a wit- 
ness ? Has not Gov. Clinton dismissed him for it 7 But has he beea 
expelled for his perjury in swearing as sherifi' to support the constitu- 
0on and laws of his country ; and then wilfully violating his oath of 
office, in conformity to his masonic oath, by aiding to kidnap and carry 
ofl* Morgan 1 Where, I ask, will you lay your finger upon any masonic re- 
solution or act of any masonic body whatever, denouncing any of these 
crimes or criminals 7 You cannot show one. On the contrary, you. 
kno\ir that the Grand Lodge, or Royal Arch Chapter, which satin Al- 

J^any last spring, allowed three or four of the blood stained villains to 
sit and coniroune with it ; And if you do not know it, I do and stand 
ready to prove itiu any court of justice, that either formally or infor- 
rnally by individual subscriptions, the Grand Lodge, through one q/Hs 
J)rea8urers{^if it has more than one) has provided funds to maintain in 
the jail of Canctndaigxia two of the bloody minded miscreant s'iiow eon- 

Jined there on their own plea of guilt, for kidnapping Wil!iam Morgan \ 
'^National Observer, 

(Qr* The above inquiries (says the Geneva Gazette) are copied at 
the reque^ of one who thinks they deserve a serious and candid an- 
jiwcr. 

NOTE Xm—Page 48 

Itls not from egotism, but solely from a wish to be useful to the rii 
sing generation, that I here insert the 9pinion of the late and departed. 
President Aoaiis, of the work alluded to^inthe test. A new and 
pheap, but neat edition, is about to be published, at one shilling single, 
.^r one dollar m^ dazca« 'Ibc lise will coi respond to that of tbLi wo/k; 

11 
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- aod W>th together, t flaTter tnjpgelfy will form one of the belt manuah 
extant, for youth, who without the means of entering^ and goin^ thro' 
acadeipies or colleg^es, must rely, as I have done, upon SELF-EDUCA- 
TION/ for their knowledge of men and things. The "original of the 
foUowIng letter is in the hands of the ladv (the ahle Preceptress of the 
Troy Female Academy^ to whom it was directed : — 

MoNTicELLO, May 16, 1821. 
Dear Madam. — I have received Mr. South wick'fi Address to the ap- 
prentices of Albany, and have read it three times over. After the first 
reading I said, there is no need of addition, subtraction, correction or 
altenition : a gen ration of apprentices educated in Mr Southwick's 
principles, and formed upon his mo(Vl, would redeem a nation on the 
brink of destruction. After the third reading, 1 iound nothing worth 
crilicising; but I wished that in enumerating writers on moral philoso- 
phy, he hai! recommend-d the sermons, and th*i^refac»* of those ser- 
mons, of Dr Butler, bishop of Bristol, nhicharethe profounfiest es- 
says on moral subjects that are to be found in any language : And Dr. 
BARROW'S Moral Discourses, especiallv his FIVE SERMONS OX 
INDUSTRY, which are the GREATEST EFFORTS OF GENIUS 
THAT EVER W\S DISPLAYED upon any sj.ngle human duty anp 

TIRTOE. 

I am madam, with many thanks and great esteem, your obliged friend 
and humble servant. JOHN ADAMS. 

Mrs. Emma VVillard, Troy,, N. Y. 

NOTE XIII— Page o2. • 

The following articles composed the editorial department of Thtf 
.Ya/tona/ Observer, of Sept. 28, 1827. 

As an evidence ot the tiilUnj^ vaiue of a newspaper, in those parts* of 
Europe where they are under government control, we may instance the 
recent sale of the Berlin Gazette, with 11,000 -^ulji-cril ersfor 11 000 dolls. 
In New York, a daily pai)er with such a sii>i«crJpt:oii list, and a corres- 
pondinf; advertising^ patrona^i^e, wonld be vi o:th considcral)le more thaii 
$100,000, and in London mi;:ht be sold ary tuw for something Idee |350,- 
000. The Mornins: Chronirle was purchased by its present owner, for a 
little less than |;2.'.0,fK)0, and had a circulation of less than 3,000. The 
annual profit of the T/mrs^ (which circulates a!)out 6,000) averao:es l>e- 
tween JX) and f 100,000 The S'^eret oflhisvnfit difference belween I'ru&f-iu 
and Knsrland, or America, is that the depot u- jjovfrnment of the one win 
suppress every Journal in the kingdom -.nslaiMineously and witii impunity, 
whilst under the frc^e 'j:ovornments of theotlier, ediiors luug;h al mini&leis, 
and fear nothing: but the law. — JVoali'^s Knqiiirr. 

[What law.-, Mr. Noah? Masomc Lawsoi Mifnicij>a'? The condact 
of a vast many editors lat«^.ly, has sh^wn t!»at they are much in f'-aV of 
J^Iasonic Latr.% but r-nrelittlf* about the l«vsnfthe land./ather strivinfl^ 
than otherwise, to prevrni their execntion in the case of masonic cii- 
ininals ! If the Sediion Il-ll muzzled the pre.-s in *98, the dnrk ftecrec* 
of Mnsonry havemu/vled it at leasta thou^nnd times w .isiin 1820 — '7. 
The Sedition bill had this advanta«:e, that it was un opi^n handed, day- 
light measure, giving: us fsiirly to und»^rstHnd the length of our '' coble* 
(ow*^ — but the Mastmic f crews Hve nil prepared In ihe dark, and apftlieU 
• so indiscriminately, that no editor Unownwhere to begin, or where tq 
end, in order to avoid them. We found it so 'diffieult, being denono- 
ced one day for a simple statement of facts, and the n<L^t for a harm* 
less explanation, thai we determined, as the only straight forward 
ourse to throw off at once all alleglaoce Co the datk dter€€» cf t 
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ry, and tell the bold» honest truth, at air|iazard« ; which i«, that Morgan 
WHS murdered in conforojity.to Mle^ strict l^tter^ and apiritof Masonic 
Law — that no ma»on wh<i coosidered his Matonic OatHs h'mding, fo 
their full extent could consistently refuse to aid in murdering hioi !— • 
Thih is the truth, as every mason will say, who dare» to tell the truth. 
Smith of Vermont, was murdere*' through the same means ; and <o 
v-as Murdock, of Rensseiaerville, as we expect to prove, to the satisfac- 
tion of aU rational men, in due season.] 

03- MYSTERIOUS AND EXTRAORDINARY CASE. 

Wehad not penned the sentence which closes the preceding arti- 
cle, and in which weasseit our expectation of being able to prove 
that Captain Murdock, of Rensseiaerville, was murdeted for revealing 
to his wife the secrets of masonry, more than five minutes, before we 
received, ve y unexpecttMJlv, the following letter from his son; we 
say, very unxpecfediy, becrtuse for several months we had been en- 
quiring after surviving connexi >ns of Capt Murdock. but had disco- 
ered none. 

This letter, and the copy of our answer, which we subjoin, will sjieak 
for th^mselVes. If t.^e (nets be tnip, as we sotemnlj believe they are, 
they are renlered more i!»^»*pl> i.iteresting^, than otherwise, by facts 
of a more recent date, Hn>l uf a simi'ar character. If fnlst , let those 
who have an interest in showing it, come forwuiti with their statements. 
We owe it to candor to state here, howeviT, t^at ior ourselves, we shall 
allow no weight to any ovitlence, bui that which may come from men 
unshackled by masomc oaths, of which we know so: well the nature 
and lemlency ; unless indeed ii shall come un«ler oath, and ihen we 
shall have to weigh one «»ath against the other. 

We wait anxiously for the answer of Mr. Murdock to our letter. In 
the mean time we have only done our duty in bringing the matter before . 
the public. 

(copy.) Lk Roy. Sept. 15, 1827. 

Dear Sir — Permit me to call on you for ntoimation (although a 
stranger^ which I believe you in possession of, wMch nearly concerns / 
roe. 1 saw an extricc from your paper some t>me last spring in the 
Rochester Balance, statTng ihenumb r that hal suflViied death by ma- 
sonic vengeani.e. You mention one in the county of Albany, in the 
town of Rensseiaerville, by the nc\nieof Murdock, that was murdered 
some 18 or 20 years f'go. The abov.* extract was accompanied with a 
promise of more on the subject in future. Since that, having had a 
partial access to youi truly usetui paper, and of late become a sub- 
scriber, I find nothing on the su'jeci tiii the 7th of the present month, 
when you barely mention one &< havin<z been murdered in your county, 

Capt. Ariel Murdock of the town ami county above mentioned, was 
the man that I was once proud to call Fathei. He was a mason. In^- 
(he month of Oct. 1803, he wasfound in :he woods, with the marks of 
that infernal obligation upon his body, recorded by the martvr Mor<» 
gan. He was found by Ma«ong THEY THAT HIDE CAN FIND. 
> If my fatlu'r is the man to whom you allude, and. you are in posses*. > 
sion of any iuforjnation on the 8ubject,.you will confer on me a great 
favor by communicating the same to oie, and my aged mother who 
resides with me. V 

If your knowledge on the'subject is such, that at present you ar« 
l^ot wUliiig to communicate through the pressi please to do it by a pri« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



124 

viAelettefi wblch ibill be gtatefuU^p received, and if any Airther efliu^ 
nnijuication, on my part, is reqaired, Hehall be promptlj attended te. 
Yours ivith respect, £LIPHALET MURDOCK. 

S.SdGthwickfEsq. 

F. S. Foigive all mittakeSy and overlook a bad compositioiii aod 
, ittkpute it to the want of an. education by.bein^ deprived of a fether at 
an early ag<». £. M. 

^ANSWER. ) AXBAMT, Sept. 22, 1827. 

Dkab Sib,— I have received your very interestiiif letter of the 16tb 
illst. Your unfortunate Father was undoubtedly the man to whom I 
bave alluded as h>>vingbeen murdered by Free Masons 

I had my informat'\Da from a person wh<f was well acquainted witb 
Dr. Murdock, your father's brother. The statement, made to me by 
<his person, is as follows :— That the brother of Dr. Murdock (mean* 
ing your father) was a worthy, industrious man, not given to liquor, or 
cUssipatioh of any kind : That on a certain occasion, however, he rcr 
(urnecT late at night from the lodge fbeing a free mason) in rather a 
merry-mood ; . that in this mood he confided to his wife certain secrets 
of the lodge : That Mrs. Murdock inadvertently disclosed what he had 
told her to one or more of her intimate female friends : That they ilk 
turn reported ic about the village among their associates; and conse- 
quently it became generally talked of. A short time afterwards Capt« 
raurdock was missing, and the people in the vicinity were much alarms 
ed at the event, as he was in good circumstances, and generally tq^ 
pected and esteemed. Aft r he had been missing a few days a profit* 
jgate man, but a distinguished and active mason, whose name I nee4L 
iiot'now mention, absconde'd from Rensselaerville, and carried off with 
bim mpney belonging to one or two or mote free-masons, who never- 
theless, made no out-cry after him, or any attempt to follow him and 
recover their money ; but said to severaf persons with apparent indif- 
ference— " he has gone with my money, biit let bim go/' A day or 
f wa before this profligate absconded, the lifeless body of Capt Mur- 
dock was found in the woods His throat had been cut from ear tQ 
ear; and bis body was placed in an upright sitting posture, with hi^ 
back resting against a tr?e. In his Itfl hand. was grasped a large shoe • 
Iknife with which Apparently hirthroat had been cut. Near the tree 
the ground was thrown up or disturbed, and some bushes stripped and 
broken or barked, as though there had been on the spot a violent strug- 
gle between two oi more persons ; and a quantity of blood was visible 
on the surface of the broken ground. The inference from these ap- 
pearances is, that he was killed on the spot marked by them ; and if tg 
bow came the body, when fiund, to be sitting against the tree^ The 
masons, or rather some masons, gave out that he had killed himself id 
a fit of remorse of conscience for having violated his masonic oaths Id 
ColJing his wife the secrets of the lodge ! This was the masonic story, 
IBot my informant, who is a very shrewd observer of men ami things, 
and in whose veracity 1 have full confidence, assures me, that in the 
^st place, Capt. Murdock was certainly a r^M-handed man; and 
lience it is strange, '' passing strange,'* that the knife was found in hi$ 
y^haad ! In the second place, it is not probable that any man who 
iiad cut his own own throat would be found in a natural sitting' poitnre, 
with his back resting against a tree ; because those who cut their own 
throats, from the shock imparted to the whole frame by the atroke, 
start off and run or stagger away till tliey fall to the fround fldfirly 
en; £tilte lii^less.. Those whe have beeABeea to cut their tbroali^ loi.ap^ 
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tiUiiiff or ilMdlnf posture, bavo rmr off a few paeet, lUgftredt end' 
fell, ftrag^in^ convulsively on the froood until the; bocaiue Ufeltstf 
This I presume is invariably the oase in fucfa ei^remitiee, although be- 
ing neither physician, nor anatomist, I cannot affirm it scientifically.-* 
In ]the third place, my informant recollects perfectly conversing 
with Dr. Murdoch, after the captainU body was found ; and thai 
the Doctor was deeply impressed with an idea that there had been fool 
play in the case ; or in other words, that the captain, his brother, had 
been murdered. * My informant adds, that the captain never was an 
iosane man or a lunatic. 

The^e, my dear sir, are the facts which I have learned from a person 
of candor and veracity, and who, at this distant day, can haye no pos- 
S.ible interest hi misrepresentlog them. The inferences fVom these facta 
are obvious. 

Your worthy mother, who, you say, is still living, must, I preftume^ 
if you do not yourself, possess a lively recollection of all the circum- 
stances which came to light, connected whh the awful fate ofyourres- 
peited, beloved and unfortunate Father ; thrice wretched and unfor« 
tunate, I fear, in being associated mystically with men, capable from 
the worst and most puerile of (blly and fanaticism, if not diabolicaji 
malice, of eommitfing the foulest of crimes. 

I request of you to write me, as soon as possible ; and I hope yoa 
may not ne|°:lect to afford me all the light in your power, on a subject so 
deeply interesting not only to the surviving connexions and friends oC 
your unfortunate and lamented father ; but to every friend of law, 
liberty and humanity in the United States: For if as I , solemnly and 
irmly believe, your Father owed his untimely exit from life and all its 
endearments, (o the hands of masonic assassins ; the fact, in connec- 
*tion with others, of a recent date and of a similar atrocious character^ 
is calculated to increase and extend the existing virtuous, and patriot* 
ic, and holy excitement against all secret, self created combinations^ 
on the continuance of which may depend the salvation of our civil, re- 
ligious, and political liberties^ 

I wish you to answer me, as soon as you can, the fc^lowing questions^: 

Did your father shortly before he Was xxusnng, reveal to his wife the 
secrets, or any secrets of the lodge ? 

If so, did she reveal them to others ? 

Immediatetly after these revelations, was there a partial meeting of the 
lodge called to deliberate on impm'tant business? Or was there a meeting 
called, excluding your father ? 

Immediately, or rather a day or two^ after it was generally known, that 
he was missing, did any mason or masons abscond from Rensselaer yiUe^ 
and under what circumstances ? 

Was the body of your father found, or rather pointed out, by masoo^.^ 

After it was found, did any mason or masons give out, that remorse of 
. oonsQience for what he had revealed to his wife, had driven him to the 
desperate deed of killing himself? 

Was his body found in a natural sitting posture, with his back resting 
against a tree? 

. Were there not such marks on the ground, and on somc^ bush or bush- 
en, near the tree and the dead body, as might have proceeded from a Tto« 
l^t struggle between two or more persons? And was there not a quin* 
tttj of blood on the spot where the ground was marked or disturb^ f 

Was the knife, with which he had apparently been JdUed, found Citft* 
pd in his left hand? ^ ^ 

- Was-h^ a T^hi or hfl han^d matt? 

11^ 
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If thii property of a: third ^>efri6D, cBd fhe person aoebutit satislactorlly 
for itflbemglboiKl in th« fifeleas hadd of your father ? 
' Was lie; at the time he was missing, or at any otlier tim^^ laboring un* 
idfir insanity, lunacy ». or remorse of conscience, that you suspectra or 
'knew of? 

Was he not, the day before he was missing, or at ♦hg tiine he was last 
•seen alive, as cheerfol and as ratitjnal as atai-.y tini' of his life? 

Though I have taken the liberty of putting these qucstionia to you in* 
'dividuaUy ; yet I expect that your answers will contain all that yourmo- 
'ther can recollect; as you might at the time allu'.Tcd to^bave beien tooyoim^ 
'to have at *hi8 day a perfect recollection of the facts which then came to 
light, or werp suspected, in this melancholy afTair ? 
' If your Uncle, Dr. M iirdock, be still living, please inform me, as I 
should like to learn from him the grounds of his suspicion that there had 
" been foul play," (I use his own words as repeated to me) "in the case 
of his brother." ' 

^ I am resolved to exert myself,- to the utmost of my powier,.to develope 
the truth, not only lU this case, but m every other, in which the conduct 
.ofthe order has been, or supposed to be at war with the rights and liber- 
.lies uf the people. For this task I am pi'cpared to go ^'through evil or 
•|jood report," to encounter calumny, persecution, and every iU that the 
opposite party can inflict- 1 shall give them no quarter, and I shall ask 
'iLOiiQ, I am prepared at all points. As to Ihe honest individuals thatbe- 
iong to the Order, many of whom entered it young, and have since re- 
pented of their ;'ully, though they may not wish to own it,.Iam thelast 
man who would wi5h to iiijure one of tiiem in his feelings or his &me :— 
jBut all siichfhowercr, owe it to themselves, as well as to their country, 
to quit the mstitution, because they must be aware by this time that it i*' 
inimical lo the public good, having become a wide spread and pernicious 
so'irce of political intrijjue and coiruption. They must perceive too, 
qn reflection, that the oaths they have taken are immoral, blasphemous, 
and unlawful in the sight i'Oth of God and man, because they are bound 
by them t.) conceal the crimes of the* r brethren against the laws of God and 
society : And as the In?titution nevei had in it any thing tntrinsieally os 
inhereailif valuable— nil its prq/hsed principles benij^ borrowed or stolen 
from other sources — sources well known to every classical and well read 
man — there can be no rational motive to induce any man of sense ca* 
^earning to continue a member. '' Masojnic Lodges," says a learned, 
member of the Gl.isgow Medical Societies, *' are the g RiviriNE academ- 
IBS for TIPPIJNG." One of our city editors, however, in repuh* 
iishing the essay of ihe Glasgow Professor, omitted tlie sentence I have 
q ioted : fearful, I presume, of offending masons : And tliis circumstance, 
trivial as it is, shows^ indep.mvlcnt of a thousand stronger circumstance:! 
wliich have occiirc^ 1 in the Morgan affair, that Free-?Jasonry cramps the 
■liberty of the pre^s ; espeoiully where the press is in the hoods of mason* 
le or mercen iry editor". 

. Is it not indeed a very alarmmg fact, ta the real friends of civil liberty, 
that there nra hundrela of cditoris In the United States, who have never 
jret infofinod tlicir readers even of the simple facta that Morgan atxl Mil* 
lerwaic ciiried off; that -Morgan has not been permitted to return ^ 
^^Ailler having the good fortune to escaoe from his kidn^ippers- ;) and thatb 
Miller^s office was set on fire, and Ifitc to have been buraied down, iinrai« 
in^ at tne saiae time the destruction of the .whole Tillage of BitUvft w 
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ries : Is it not, I sa^^.a^mott alAnmg&et^tabfm.bsm tfleateliconiibkili* , 
Urn wnbng us, whicb icaiii exerci«e»9J»eJft contMl oyer huodradt of editors, 
, as topi?eTefit them, from aoDoii»<;iii|;%QtftjQC w much ilii|MH*taiice, when 
darings tiie whol^ ye^nsinee theae«£ictaJtr4iifl|XH:edt the sapie editon, lAo 
' hire midiiKained thia mitsterioua nleoce ce»pectixigp them, hure not foiled 
• toannoiioce eveiy oihoff came that has' heea committed in . the Uniony 
down even to the robbing of a hen-rooet, .orlthe pataisg of a one-dollar 
counterfeit bill I Had : Moiig^ been eng^ed kk any other business, but 
ih9A.i3i vreiivn^ Ilktatratitms. of Jdatongpt and, been kidnapped and mar* 
dered , n^oubl those editors have been uleat ? No» the welkin would hare 
mno^ with their clamors. This shows coocluaivelythe predominating 
influence of the seerel laws and the setBtei oaths, pf free masonry, on the 
minds of those editors, over the allegiance which they owe to the laws 
of their country, and ovei^ the oaths whiehjome of thematleaathayeta* 
ken, as civil (^(sers, to support these laws ! 

I can indeed easily account for the murder ofyour fother Igrsomemyr* 
roidon or myrmidons of the Qrder, as well as. for the concealment of the 
crime, when I reflect that' there are so m?iny, including^ publi6 officers of 
every description, who are sworn as masons to conceal tfie crimes of their 
brethren ! And who have bound themselves, by this infamons oath, to 
keep the secrets of masonry, under the penalty of hhving their throats cut 
from ear to ear, their tongues torn out bj^ the roots, and their bodies buried 
in the ocean ! For this oath has been taken by every mason in the United 
States ! But the great wonder is, after indiscreetly submitting to it, that 
asingle mar\, possessed of common sense, and common integrity, should 
have been found weak enough to/be trammelled by it, to think it for a 
moment binding iipon his honor or conscience ; seeing that it so grossly 
and wickedly violates every principle of humanity, and the social comi' 
pact; that it blasphemously sets at defiance the law of God, as well aa 
' the law of the land . And still mor^wonderful is it, that so many de- 
4^ided and vricked fanatics should have been foimd to act fully up to it^ 
•in this enlightened country, as must have been engaged in the SEVER- 
AL MURDERS of Smith of Vermwit, of Mors ait, of Batavia, and of 
jrbur lamented Fathkr, at Renssdaerville. 'fhat there were about OwB 
Thofsand of the original conspirators, in the case of Moi^gan, is clear 
from the records of the courts of Ontario and Genesee counties ; how 
many in the other cases it is impossible to conjecture at this late day. — 
Smith was the unforttinate man, who first published the book, called Ja- 
chin and 6oa<^ in this country. It waspubli^ed at Manchester,where h^ 
then resided. About a week after it came out, Mf. Smith was missing. 
The masons gave out that he had c^eonded, and as nobody, lit that time^ 
excepting masons, knew or suspected the conk*ary9 the whole matter waa 
speedily thought no more of. Now, however, since Morgan's palpable 
jiiurder, some of the most' respectable awl intelligent men in Vermont, as 
I am well informed, are satisfied that he was murdered for having pub- 
■Jifeihed Jachin and Boaz ; for they say* that on looking back, and'reflect- 
' ing" on the case, there was no reason for his absconding, as he Was in good 
'^ircumstancds, and well respected in society ! He has never been heard 
<Tcffl Immediately after the publication of Jachin and Bobs, there -^as a 
' communication held between all the lodges throughout the Union, and 
-ttue words were transposed (to prevent the intrusion of hook masons, as 
'they^recaU^) ftdrnJacMn t^nd Boaa, to Boom and Jachin ! The same 
i4t«rt8po8itfonhabd'preneil8ly been made in EnglAnd, where/U\e book ori* 
Ipioated ; and where the author was foand, io one of the streeis^idf London^ 
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'Witbbfa throat otit from ear to ear, in oonibiaiity to tha horribld.penaltjr^ 
to- wfaicb, by his masonic oaths, he had subjected himself ! 

I should fear that this o(»nmunication would harrow up and severely; 
wound your feelings, were it not that Time, the great soother of affliction, 
has, as I hope, fortified your mind to survey the past, however §^loomy 
the retrospect, without agitation, as well as to look serenely towards tl^ 
ftiture. We have many a bitt» r oup to swallow in this life ; and it is no 
doubt wisely ordered by Divine Providence, that it should be so. Heaven 
tries our virtue in the furnace of affliction ; and happy indeed are they 
who pass through the ordeal triumphantly, with the approbation of their 
own consciences, and a well founded hope of acceptance at that higher 
and more perfect tribunal, which penetrates the secrets of all hearts, an«.l 
with an unerring aim, distinguishes the worker of iniquity from the good 
and faithful servant. 

Please present my compliments and good wishes to your worthy mother^ 
and accept them also for yourself. S. SOUTH WICK. 

Mr.ELIPHALET MCRDOCK. 

The following Reply of Mr. Murdock to the foregoing letter, with 
the small editorial article subjoined, is copied from the National Ob* 
server, of Oct. 19, 1827 — since which 1 have not had time to pursue the 
correspondence ; but shall renew it. Itt the mean time I can assure 
the reader, that he need not doubt for h moment, that Capt. MuRDOCK 
frll a victim to masonic vengeance : Of this I have ample proof. 

[Cr READ THE FOLLOWING, ahd MARK IT WELL. 
S, Soutkunck, Esq, he Roy, Oct 5th, 1827. 

DsAR Sir, — 1 received yours ofthe22d together with your paper 
of the 28th, informing me that my father was the man to whom you had 
reference. 

Although this affair is clothed with mystery, as is every other transac- 
tion of the mystic tie of a similar nature; yet I believe that the facts con« 
nected with this affair are such Twhen stated before a scrutinizing public) 
as to afford another strong prooi of the dangerous nature and tendency i^* 
SECRET ASSOCIATIONS. 

It is not my intention at this time actually to prove that my father was 
murdered by masons, but meiely to state ^ts that are, and were trans- 
acted at the time, and leave it to the wisdom of the public to draw Uieii: 
•wn inferences. 

Forme to stute that he was murdered by masons might involve me in 
dif&culty to those who nre ever seeking the libeity and life of the hon-^ 
est poor, when it would favor their nefarioos purposes: nevertheless I 
will not flee from any post where I am sensible 4aty calls me, though it 
cost me life and treasure ; but before I proceed to the facts above meS'^ 
tioned, perhaps it may not be amiss to state that the month following this 
unfortunate affair I was seventeen years of age, an age when the memory 
is strong; and feeling myself at that time cast upon the world without 
guide or protection, I felt the weight of my losses sincerely as ever any 
youth did in similar circumstances; and afterwards reverting bock to 
these scenea of sorrow, it caused them to sink so deep into my mind« that 
they are as fresh in recollection as though they were but a month past. 

My fiither was a man of sober, steady habits, and punctual in all hi^ 
engagements»and what m^t be stiled a strict moralist. He had a ceOH 
petencj of tMs world's goods, with prudence and industry, which be 
uniformly practised, tQ supply his fkoiily with all the p — wri i inl, 
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gcnud months before his death, bmngf deir^adad of monoy of some a- 
mount, bj one whom before he had looked open as b. friend andu hroih^ 
erofthe masonic tie; being thns disappointed in the person an^ in prop*' 
erty, it caused a g;loominess and depression of spirits to come upon him ; 
although not to that degree, but that he was always rational and sociabl^i 
and ever cheerful in his family. 

The day previous to his death there were masons at his house in pri-* 
vate conversation with him for hours, and did not afterwards render any 
Account of such conversation. In the course of the day he absented him* 
self from the house; whether he went with the masons or not, I do not 
recollect; he did not return at night, which eau.«ed uneasiness in the 
family as he was not used to be a^ent at night without the knowledge of 
the family. 

Myself, with my elder brother then living, made some enquiry round 
the neighborhood, which was somewhat compact, and expressed our 
fears Chat something had befallen him; but being persuaded by a neighboi" 
mason to let the matter rest^ he telling us, that it was likely he had gone 
home with "Vfr. *******^a mason: and that he (my father) would feel 
Ycry disagreeable if he knew that we were looking after him: therefore 
we returned to bed — it can hardly be said to rest — for it was with fearful 
ibrebodings for the safety of one in whose welfare the happiness of the 
Whole femily deT>ended. 

The morning came ; but no fond husband or tender father returned to- 
Our little family group ; but instead thereof, whilst our eyes were strained 
towards every avenue by which it was likely he would return, we satti 
two masons approaching our dwellings who brought the sad, heart rending^ 
^oul chilling information, that the fend husband and affectionate father 
lay a lifeless corpse in the adjoining woods ; and to cap the climax of sor- 
4-ow and wo, we were informed, that he had been his own executioner ! 

We repaired to the spot, (my pen almost shrinks from its task, whilst 
my bosom heaves the filial sigh of affection^ which twenty-foijir years has 
not obliterated) there we found the ghastly, mangled corps of him that 
we held most dear. He was lying on the ground with his throat horribly 
cut — he had several stabs under the left breast^ one of which, it was said. 
"by those examined, was to the heart ! — a brmte on the forcheMd^ where 
the blood had j>ettled, said hy masons that it was done when h^ fejl — the 
leaves and ground where he lay somewhat disturbed, and covered with 
blood. He hai in his hand a knife, with which apparently the deed had 
been done^-whether in his right or left hand 1 am not able to say— ^but 
he was a right handed man. The bark was hewed from the tree by 
which he lay ; said by masons that when he stabbed himself the blood 
spouted on the tree, and he whittled it off with his knife / 

I stepped very near to view the mangled throat of my father. I was 
requested i^y a mnson to stand back. We were all soon requested to retire^ 
which we dlid. The masons then took the whole management of the af« 
fair. They pretended to call a jury of inquest, and brought in a verdict of 
suicide. They proceeded to procure a cofiSi\ and I believe at their own 
expense. He was laid out in the woods, and borne from thence to the 
place of interment, and buried about three or four o'clock the same day, — 
The business appeared to be inhaste^; the reasons why, not known to the 
family ! 

Having;'' given you the narrative of the affair thus far, I shall proceed 
to answer your questions not comprised in the foregoing. 

My mother asserts that my fatbei* never did, neither directly nor Mi* 
irectiy, reyeal to her any of the secrets of the Itfodje. 
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About the tim^ of my father's death (I thkik soon after,) a man abseon- 
ded from the place that was able to, and actually dkl, borrow oomiderable 
ftoms of money, and was never after seen in the place ; and I know not 
that any one pursued 

As to his being found by masons, those [masons] who informed us of his 
fate, said, that he was first found by men that were huntings raccoon ; and. 
being asked who these men were ? I think their answer wais, ** that they 
were strangers, and that they did not know them '/' 

The knife found m his hand, was a shoe-knife of common Jength^ and 

sharp pointed ; it belonged in a shop some six or a dozen rods from our 

house ; the shop belonging to a third or another person. 

■ One circumstancf I will mention, although trivial in its^; yet it will 

serve to throw some light on what I shall remark before I close. On tiie 

day of our sorrow, and before my father's burial, one of those matonic 

friends^ knowing that there was a sum of money (a little short of a hun- 

' dred dollars in specie,) and a good watch in the house, tn a very friend^ 

manner came and told my mother, that when a man murdered himself his 

property was confiscatod ; and he advised that the boys should hide the 

\. money and the walc^. We were immediately sent for this purpose. On my 

uncle, the Docton-oming in, and enquiring for us, my mother took the 

Doctor aside to inform him of oar business ; this same masonic friend fol* 

lowed immefiiately, and observed, that it was not the law of this country, 

but of England 

As to my father being excluded from the Lodge, I know nothing of it. 

As to the convocation of the Lodge, on important business, previous to 
his death, I am not able to say ; but his burial took place on Sunday. On 
Monday foUowins:, the Lmlsje was convened. Soon after this my uncle 
Jonathan Murdock, of N ew Lebanon, came to Rensselaerville, and he being 
a mason, the Loilji^e was again calleil. 

Dr. Elisha M urdock wa? livin;j the last I heard from him. He resided 
in the tovra of Spencertown, in the east part ot this state ; the county I 
do not recollect. He lives about twtinty-five miles from Albany. You will 
please to communicate to him, as you can do it easier than 1, and perhaps 
obtain information direct from him. 

I believe I have statetl all the most prominent facts relating to this mys- 
terious affair, and answered your questions which aie hot thrown out by 
the statements of facts which I have stated; and still the matter is shroud- 
ed in mystery. 

If he was not murdered by masons, by whom and for wha4 cause was 
he muidered ? It appears to me to be impossible for a man to slab himself 
to the heart and cut his own throat ! 

The question may next arise, was he not murdered by an individual 
assassin. If so, why was he doubly murdered? If he murdered himself, as 
declared by the above inquest, why were the masons in such haste to get 
him entombed ? — and then not one of them presenting themselves at the 
place of interment. 

The probability in my mind is, almost beyond a doubt, although I would 
not assert it as a fact, that he was murdered hy masons. The reasons 
why I thus believe, I shall state to you, that you may judge whether my 
belief is well founded. It is necessary m the first place, that I produce a 
p^ obable cause why he, was murdered bi^ them. 

The man before alluded to, as having defrauded him of his money, 
was bent on mischief ; and having obtained his money, could not rest 
whilst be livedo any more than Hamdh could whilst MpiUecai sat in th^ 
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My mofher having obtaued the book called Jacbin and BoAZ, and 
having learned it to a considerable degree of perfection, she was able 
to talk it coireotly, which she frequently did; and there being a difficul- 
ty of a serious nature^tween my father and this brovher mason (men- 
tioned in the proceeding paragraph) for which reason my father absen- 
ted himself from the Lodge for some months previous to his death. 

Now it is my opinion, thisfriendlif brother mason rbported my &ther to 
ihe Lodge, as having revealed theseerelsoj masonry ; and this formed a 
pretext to imbue his hands in the heart's blood of an o£fended brother, the 
sight of w horn he could not bear. ' 

Thus it waa, that this mao plotted his ruin. 

The ci.camatance ot my mother knowing masonry, and his absenting 
himself frottk theLodgt^ iafluenoed the-Lodge to believe that he had com- 
x.i ^iiicated the seeratfl to lier; and seconded by this other pretended friend- 
ly'brother mason, wh» «fcm'<fl> hide the immey that he might himself ob* 
tain it^ which waa evidmlly the case; I believe the Lodge was thus in- 
duced to sajppoae that he revealed those secrets, and dealt with him ac- 
cordingly! T^oSfl b^eve,my Fathet fellavictim to masonic vengeance, 
and that without a cause! 

I shall close my oommunication at this time without further comment, 
observing, however, that I stand ready to answer any further questions 
you may propose on the above subject, being determined to do aU that is 
on my power to serve the cause of humanity, in the present situation 
of our country. Tours very respectfully, 

ELIPHALET MURDOCK. 

ADDITIONAL awd IMPORTANTFACT.— Since the above lettev 
was in type, we have received a note from Mr. Murdock, by a gentleman 
of Le Roy, in which he says — the shirt which his father had on when 
murdered was a new one of good strong linen, and was cut across form one 
side to the other<t according to the obligations of a master masgn, as given 
bj/ Morgan ! 

We are very happy to learn, what we were before ignorant of, that 
our correspondent, Mr. Murdock, is a substantial farmer, of the most un- 
fjuestionable veracity, and unblemished character. We are on the track 
of still more conclusive information in this case, than any we have yet 
published. 

note"xiv. 

This blessed masonic year of light, 6781 — was indeed aglorious em 
fr>r the establishment of the first Grand Lodge in New-York ; for that- 
city was then in /possession of the British Royal Red Coats-^every A- 
nierican Republican, or Patriot, was driven out, excepting those brave 
and virtijous defenders of thfir country, who were chained and fet- 
tered in the Old Sugar Udiue^ and the Old Jersey Prison-ship — the 
Royal Troops and the Loyal Tories, held sovereign awav — so that 
** our Order" it appears, is of genuine, down-right Tory Stamp ! A 
Tory Duke sent her from London as a gift lo his brother Tories, of 
New-York, at a critical period of our revolution — and thejf, probably, 
through her means, carried on their intrigues, and conspiracies, against 
our liberty and independence. Is it not high time that this Old Tory 
JVisst, which has done so much secret, as well as so much glaiing, mis 
chief, was broken up by the honest republicans of this state, and of the 
Union ? Let the Grand Lodge comn^nre, by sending back its Torif 
Chatter to its Dtical jrrogeniter, or some one of his lineal descend- 

«lt8. , 
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V€>TB XV. 

la these 4eep itlinidM, and awfal eells^ 
Where heaT'oly-pentiTe Coutemplation dwells. 

Fopt'9 Ehimto AheUefi, 

WOTEltVI. 

In a previouf note the reader is possessed of the Masonic Bctll^ by 
which Mr. Richard HoHister, pf LeRoj, Genesee county, N. Y. was 
expelled from Montgomery Lodge, in^ Salisbury, Connecticut. The 
following Recant ATioK, o/ Mr, Hoiliater,^is.o£lered here to prove my 
opinion, stated in the text,- of the wortblessness of the higher, as weU 
as the lower, degrees 'Of Mas4^nry. ^^^ * 

Messrs, HaichkinSf Starr :-^l withdrew' from the soqiety of Free 
Masons some time last spring, but as some doub^ my sincerity be- 
cause I did not give public notice, 1 desirfyou to g'ive this an insertion 
in your paper. I have taken the degree of Royal Arch, and a number 
of others ; in all fourteen, and find Free Masonry as shameful an im- 
position as was ever practiced upon man, and not only so, bnt a pow> 
erful engine to corrupt society, and destroy the influence of onr free 
civil institutions. I feel it my duty^ and that of every honest man, t0 
withdraw bis support from the institution. 

Le Roy, Aug. 26, 1837. RICHARD HOLLISTER. 

We have (says the JVkltMiai Observeff of Oct. 19th, 1827,) copied 
the above recantation from the Le Roy. GazettCj, of Aug. 30th. The 
following letter, which we pledge ourselves is from one of the most 
respectable men in Connecticut, will serve to illustrate not only the 
character of Mr. HoUister, bat that of the institution which he ha? 
withdrawn from. 

FuiurAc;i ViLLAQByCt. Oct. 12, 1827. 
To the Editor of the NaHoM! Observer;-^ 

I observed a few days since in the Times and Hartford Advertiser a 
masonic notice in the following words ; *^ Ata regular communication 
.of Montgomery Lodge, No. 18, held at their Lodge Room in Salisbu* 
ry, Connecticut, Oct. 2d, A. L. 6d27-^^oted unanimously, that Rich- 
ard Hollister, of Leroy, K. T be expelled from all communication 
with this Lodge, and cut off from all the rights and privilegi^s of Ma- 
sonry for unmasonic condujCt. By order of th« Lodge, signed, 

MOSES A. LEE, SecY" 

Now, Sir, the facts about this case are these. Ttie said Richard 
Hollister was formerly an inhabitant of said town of Salisbury, and 
while such became a member of said Lodge, and was I believe, con- 
sidered by Masons a good and valuable Brother, That he was an up- 
right and worthy young man, all acquainted' with his character da 
concede. More than a year since the said Richard Hollister removed 
from Salisbury to N. T. leaving a brother of respectable standing ia 
society, who was not a Mason, behind him. Now this brother a few 
months since received a letter from the said Jlichard, stating, that be 
entertained entirely different views of tne'unstitujtion of Free Mason- 
ry, from what he once did. That, in fact, he now looked upon the in- 
stitution with horror and detestation, ancl believed it to be corrupt* 
Vicked, and totally inconsistent with the doctrines of the Christian reli» 
jpion. Furthermore, said he, no^oubt William Morgan of Batavia has 
fallen a victim to Masonic vengeance — being put to death by masonic 
haodSi according te msuieftlti Uw, &aviog these views of the iAslltU-^ 
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tkn, and haVing become a follower of Chrigt— be accompsDled his 
letter With a formal resignation of his membership in Mobtg^omefy 
Lodge, &ud requested his brother Co hahd the saotib to soiide of tllo 
officers of said Lodge — declaring at the same time that he could never 
again, without doing violence to his love of countr^r, to his sense of 
duty, honour and religion, be present ac a Masonic meeting. His re- 
quest was complied with^^his resignation banded to an officer of said 
Lodge, who in a fit of rage declared, that he had exposed himself to 
the same penalty that Morgan had suffered ! Now the Lodge met to 
act upon this resignation, and conventions were called often and re- 
peatedly for some weeks in succession, and no doubt many wise dis> 
cussions were had, and many spirited resolves passed — for into said 
Lodge none but sages and heroes are admitted. Well, at last thej 
came to the determination that they would exptl the refractory membei 
for unmasonic conduct. And chey have done so by a wianimovs vot^, 
Oh how agreed upon a wise measure ! **«»** ••*?#***'* 

NorrE xvn. 

That the reader may judge how true this charge is, I uill bareJj 
state what is the solemn truth': I shall be fifty -fonr years of age, on 
Christmas day of this year ; and ap to the time of my writing this note., 
from the day of my birth, I have not, altogether, drank a gallon, at 
the very utmost, of ardent spirits, either brandy, gin, rum or whii 
key. I have been employed in early life in the most laborious employ 
inent, both by sea and land, and drank nothing but water : for twelve 
years past I have drank nothing but water or ^ider : This is all as 
trueiis holy writ ; and yet such has been the malevolence, and the 
persecuting spirit, of my enemies, that on one occasion, when I was a 
candidate for the office of Senator, against Judge Woodworth, the 
.lodge gained his election by less than 300 majority, in the whole dts* 
trict, composed of nine counties, hy means of a hand bill which my 
enemies sent out, m i(h such precaution, that it reached all the polls, m 
season, to answer their foal purpose ; but too late to give nte an oppor 
tunity of refuting it*; and in which among other things, I was char- 
ged with being a Drunkard! In one town alone I lost at least 300 
votes by tiiat infamous libel ; for so infamously fuise was it, that it 
did not contain a syllable of truth ; and yet it alone defeated my elec' 
tion. Such is the liberty of the ptess^ in the hands of such wretches 
as those who have shrunk from their duty in Morgan's case*— and who. 
from the same mercenary motives — being well paid for it — will at any 
time print a mean libel in the dark against any man, and by not put> 
ting an imprint to their work/conceal themselves as well as the das 
tardly author. As to the otiier ch-rge of Insanity, which, to the dis- 
grace of their Editors, has been seriously stated in several prints, (one 
of which, the Salem Gazette, Mass. bears a respectable character,) I 
shall gire the public a fair opportunity to test it, by the time 1 get 
through with ** our Order," if Divine Providence shall spare me to 
perform the labour, which I contemplate. 

NOTE XYIII. 

The reader must not suppose that I mean here, any tbikig like a 
political church and state connection. I am as much opposed to all 
such connections as ever : So Ikr firoro weakening, my rclij^ioai or the* 
ological rcfcarcbes have ftrengthened, my principlea of republiea*- 
isjn and ciyil liberty. I am more than ever convinced, that Christiaiuty 
Hiu been perverted and oorrapted, fh preportl^n as it Has beenfte 

« 12 
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•umect of human lawf . Troe CbrUiiaoitj, in its i^peration on tire 
heart, will ever contribote, indirectly, to the support of good human 
laws : but human laws never did, never can,- contribute to the support 
of Christianity ; and for the plain and simple reason, that human laws 
cannot reach the heart. The Beligion of Christ is emphatically THE 
ROCK OF AGES — and though human laws may stand firm upon this' 
rock; yet they cannot, in the slightest degree,' sustain or support it: 
it is self* dependent, eternal, unchangeable, while they are dependent 
on the fluctuations of human affairs, are altogether temporal, often 
ephemeral, always fleeting. The true Christian will ** render unto 
Caesar the things that are Cesar's ;" that is, h« will always cheer* 
fully respect and obey the just laws of his country : but Caesar on the 
other hand, must let the Christian, as such, alone — and leave him to 
settle with God and his conscience his spiritual concerns. I am well 
aware that some, who pretend to great science, will scarcely admit 
Christianity among the sciences: f am satisfied, however, that it is not 
only one of the sciences — but deserves to be called, to mark its supe* 
riority over them all—THE DIVINE SCIENCE. Let us, then/pie- 
serve it in its purity, aloof from the corrupted currents of the world, or 
the aid or influence of human laws, by means of which it might be 
robbed of its Divinity, become earthly, cold, formal, and lo^e ils influ- 
ence on the heart; without which, it is to all mankind, as to the 
Greeks and Jews of old, both ** foolishness and a stumbling block.'* — 
It appears to me, that in the order of Divine Providence, this is the 
country, in which the reign of Christ over the hearts of all mankind, 
shall commence in earnest; and from heuctf be extended to the utter- 
most ends of the earth. What we have already done spontaneously, 
in India, in the isles of the ocean, and the ancient seat of our Lord's 
Divine Mission, labours, miracles, snfierings and death, is a glorious 
presage of what we shall do ; provided, the word and the work be 
left, as they have been thus far, to march forward triumphantly, under 
the pure guidance and influence of the holt spirit, which animateth 
the heart ; instead of human laws, legislative enactments,which coerce 
the body, but reach not the soul. 

NOTJEXIX 

The most of these works may be found in the Albany Library ,cxcept- 
in« in particular,the Commentaries of Michaelis, on the Law of Moses; 
a bookjWithout which, I will venture to say,no Law Library (to say no- 
thing of a theological one) can be complete : for to me it appears, thnt 
nothing can be more/interesting or useful to a lawyer, than to have it in 
his power to trace the principles of his profession in all their sources, 
and through all their mutations, from the earliest traditions or records, 
down to the American Constiiutions; hut what I wish particularly to 
say in this note, is, that as nearly all the books 1 have gone through, 
in the course of my investigation, 1 have been indebted for to the Al- 
bany Library, it would be, I think, a most important point gained, in 
the cause of morality and religion, if the numerous young persons 
who flock to that Library, could be led to the serious stud^ of tht-se 
works, instead of such trash as T have often stood by and deeply re- 
gretted to hear some ot them call for ; and I must confess felt.frequent- 
Jy a secret satisfaction at their disappoin|Hn$nt in> not finding .tfaem« 
within the precincts of that valuable institution. 

* notFje'xx. 

fhiff is no fiction ; but for the honour of human nature,by far too ^' 
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fd a truth. I could at eny time substantiate it io a court of justice^by 
testimony of the highest respectability, but for two reasons. In the - 
first place, I could not do it without bringing' two valued friends into 
a dilemma, in which I do not wish to involve them. I entered volun- 
tarily, from a regard to principle alone, into the editorial war against 
Morgan'? kidnappers and murderers ; and on further reflection, upon 
the same ground of principle, I declared war against the whole Or- 
der : I am, therefore, willing to bear the brunt alone, without involv- 
ing any friend. In the second place, were the feelings and inter- 
ests of my friends not in the way, I should still be very loth as an A- 
merican citizen, aod more especially as a public sentinel at the edito- 
rial desk, to acknowledge, by any act of my own, that I am to be put 
in bodily fear by any man, or set of men. As an editor I will write and 
publish fearlessly, nothing but what I seriously believe to be true, anu 
to be my duty to my country and my patrous to publish. If convin- 
ced of error, I will honestly and honourably retract, without the least 
hesitation : but in pursuit of truth and duty, I will perish before I de- 
sert either. I am tied to no party, and bound by no prejudice. Rea- 
son is my guide, and liberty alone is uiy object. 

NOTE XXI. 

How long, and how ofiei., and when and where, the inflti- 
ence of Free Masonry has been brought to operate secretly 
upon our elections, I shall not pretersd to say : but I shall 
here relate a circumstance,, which I recollect as vividly as 
though it had hiippened •^'ithin a few days — and yet I am my* 
self surprised, that I never thought of it in any serious or im- 
portant point of view, till my mind became excited by the out- 
rages at Batavia, Canandaigua and Fort Niajt^ara. When the 
late worthy Daniel D^ Tompkins was first nominated for 
the office of Governor, I was stMndintr, in the Legislative 
caucus, by the side of Elisha Jenkins, Esq. then Comptrol- 
!er|i or Secretary of Stale. Mr. Tompkins was scarcely 
ki^own as a politician — he had not then distinguished him- 
self in public life. T well recollect struggling in all the con- 
flicts of the repuhllran partv at least ten years before he was 
known at all in the ranks. I turned to Mr. Jrnkins, and said^ 
how will our candidate run ? Is he sufficiently known ? Who 
will support him ? " I shall support him, for one, said Mr, 
Jenkins — and the less known he is, the better will he run; 
for our opponents can say nothings against him." I thought 
this a sensible remark ; but still I felt alarmed for the sac- 
cess of our candidate, on account of his not being generally 
known, as I supposed. I turned away fi*om Mr. JenkinS| and 
the first person 1 came in contact with was the venerable 
Judge Peck, of Otsego, now no more, but then one of the 
main props of our party. I put to him the same questions 
that I had done to Mr. Jenkins. His reply waS|^ ^* it will go 
wdl — I understand the Free Masons will tura out to support 
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luoi-^be was up in out county among tb^m^ as Qnmd Visitor 
from the Grand Lodge," On referring to the list of of&cers 
of the Grand Lodge, I find, that Mr. Tompkins was cho- 
sen Grand Secretary in 1802 — his nomination was,l believe, 
in 1807. God forbid^ that 1 should disturb the ashes of the 
dead, and particukrly those of Governor Tom pic ins ; for al- 
though we had some serious differences, they were sincerely 
and amicably settled several years bf^fore he died ; and I can 
cheerfully bear testimony to the goodness of his heart : but 
still, if his election whs in the first place the result of ma- 
sonic iafluence, it proves the early existence of that influence, 
in a political point of view. It is no answer to this, to say 
that Governor Tompkins was, indeed, all that is amiable and 
exalted, in humanity and benevolence of heart ; or that he 
was one of the be»t of Chief Magistrates : all this I cheer- 
fully admit : but suppose, on the contrary, he hSd been a Ne- 
ro, or a Caligula, should we have thanked the Free Masons 
for their secret management in bringing him up ? I now sin- 
cerely beliei^, that he made his debut on the political stage, 
through their infl*tence ; although at the time (he assertion of 
Judge Peck made but a momentary impression on my mi^nd : 
b6t now, when I look hack, and reflect upon this anecdote, as 
well as many other events in our state politics, which ap- 
peared to me at the time inexplicable, I can easily account 
for them i I find no difiicultv in tracing their origin to the 
dark and secret retreats of Free Masonry ; and he more es- 
pecially, considering that this seciet niasonic influence has, 
since the early day when Governor Tompkins entered the 
list as a politician, been steadily growing in everv town and 
county, till it has become a GIGANTIC MONSTER— Bv 
how many person^, and how often, since the excitement on 
Morgan's account has existed, have Free Masons^ in every" 
part of the state, been heard to boast that they (meaning their 
Order) held all the important offices, and would continue to 
hold them, in spite of alt opposition ? I have myself heard 
this boast on more than one occasion. 

Again— ^when I recollect the entry of Governor Tompkins 
into this city, after his first election, I am the more fortified 
in the opinion that there was an under-current, an artificial 
excitement in his case : for as I said before, he was a >oung 
man, and although he had received the appointment of Judge 
of the Supreme Court ; yet he had not officiated at the cir- 
cuits any where north and west ot Albany ; his entry, into 
tbiscit>, was on returning from the first circuit court he had 
ever held in lAly of the wes,tern counties. A great multitude 
howev^rji tttmed out to meet him, at difieren^ stages of ht^ 
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journey ; and especially between this city and Schenectady, 
tbe road, for miles, was crowded with footmen, horsemeo, 
and carriages ol'every description, well filled. Neither George 
Clinton nor John Jay, with all their age, wisdom, and well* 
earned revolutionary laurels, had ever received more homage^ 
than did the young Governor Elect j on this occasion. Mr. 
Jay, I believe, never received any such homage, excepting 
on one occasion, which I witnessed in New- York, in 1791, 
or '92. I do nut know of any occasion, when one of the 
wisest men we ever had at the helm— -either in the state or 
federal government — I mean Georc^e Clinton — was ever ho- 
noured by such pageantry ! Without, th<»refore, detract* 
ing in the smallest degree from the merits of Governor Tomp- 
kins, I am now perfectiv satisfied that it was the secret, un* 
seen, influence of the Crafty that produced this extraordinary 
excitement in his favour at that early stage of his political 
career : I may be in an error ; but this is my honest con- 
viction. 

NOTE IV.— Page 17. 

The following Prospectus of the National Observer, 
was issued agreeably to its date, and has been circulated as 
widely as circumstances would permit. It is insprced here, 
whh the renewed assurance, that the Observer will continue 
to be conducted, with zeal and inflexibility, on the principles 
therein stated. The editor can assure the reader, that he has 
on hand, and will steadily accumulate, imporii|nt matter, on 
the subject of the dangerous tendency of Fr«*e Masonry, suf- 
ficient to give his columns an interesting aspect, for a long 
time to come : he h determined never to relax, so long as 
Divine Providence shall spare him /or the duty, in his exer- 
tions to convince his fellow-countrymen, that the purity and 
stability of their free constitutions,depend upon the extinction 
_of Free Masonrv, as well as all other secret combinations.— 
He means to republish regularly, at least once in every s x 
months, the whole of the Report of the Western Committees, 
in the case of Morgan ; so that the truth of that case may be 
known, in proportion as the circulation of the ObserVer shall 
be increased and extended. 

Whoever sends ^3 in advance, free of postage, shall be 
entitled to the Observer one year ; and shall also have a 
copy of the Solemn Warning sent by mail, or oiherwise, as 
ordered ; and any party (not less than six) sending each 
j}2.50 cents in advance, shall individaally have the same 
r«»turn. ^ 
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TH£ NATIONAL OBSmVER. 

The Editor and Publisher of the I9ational Observer ^ are frequently called 
npon from various parts of ike country, for infomiatum respecting^ th« abtUtc^ 
turn ofCapt. WILLIAM MORGAN, and other Masonic outrages, commit- " 
ted in the Western District of the State of New-York, in the month of S'^em- 
her, 1826. — To such inquirers the Observer is sent; but the undirstgnea have 
been informed, from sources on which theycan j^ace reliance, that there are 
numbers who would be glad to take the Observer, but knownotwhere to apply 
for it. The undersigned, therefore, beg leave to call the attention of thetr 
felloio<itizens, throughout the Union, to the following Address : 

TO THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Fellow Citizens, 

The ^fational Observer is published once a week in the ci- 
ty of Albany. It is in its politics rt^publican in the true sense 
of the word, and devoted, with moderation but tirmnessy to 
the present National Administration. Its oohimns, howev- 
er, are open to correspondents of all parties, who may think 
proper to forward their essays for publication, which will al- 
ways find admittance, if they do not contain ofiensive person- 
al or libellous matter. 

On the subject of those nefarious outrages, committed it 
September last, in the western district of this state^ on the 
person and propr^rtv of unoffending citizens, and which have 
so deeply interested, and still continue so deeply to interest 
the feelings of all honest men ; the Observer has uniformly 
taken decided ground against the Conspirators, and their o- 
pen and secret aiders and abettors, who planned and carried 
into effect those daring attacks upon the rights of life, liber- 
ty and property. For taking this ground, which no honest 
and independent Editor could consistently or honourably re- 
fuse to take, the Observer has been proscribed in every di- 
rection by masonic zeal )t8,of whom it might well be exclaim- 
ed, as of old — ^' Father, forgive them^ for they know not 
what they do r^ Numerous subscriptions have been with- 
drawn — advertising patronage has been cut off—job-work, to 
no small amount, diverted, by director indirect management^ - 
from the Printer — and in short, every artifice, worthy of a 
dark, corrupt and rotten cause, has been resorted to for the 
purpose of destroying every source of its prosperity. 

Under such a pressure of circumstances, the Editor and 
Publisher, confiding in the spirit of liberty and justice, which 
animates the people, have resolved— 

Firstly, That they will at all hazards persist in the course 
they have adopted jn relation to the kidnappers and murder- 
ers of Morgan, and their aiders and abettors, until they shall 
be ferretted out, if possible, and the supremacy of the laW; 
over private combinations, be effectually sustained. 

Secondly, ThaAeiDg perfectly conviaccd, from the facf». 
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that have }coine out in this case — as well as flIMo the conduat 
of the raasonic fraternity towards the Naiiodal Observer*— 
that Freb Masonry and civil liberty, especially the liber- , 
ty of the Prefis, cannot exbt together— the Editor will, ira 
future, devote no small portion of his editofia] labors to ^ 
steady warfare with the Masonic Order — not with the lnd£ - 
viduahy but with the Order — as a dangerous Order — an 0«- — 
tier imported from monarchia) 'Europe, and inconsistent, ia ic^s 
secret orginization, its Aristoerqtic and Royal forms and ap-- 
pehdages, with the republican constitutions, laws, habits, an4f 
manners, of a counirf, apparently, and we hope really, de- 
signed by the Creator as the conservator of human liberty, 
happiness, and prosperity. In this determination, indepeo* 
Heut of thos«» recent events, which ought to open the eyes ot 
all independent freemen, he is fortified by the »varning voice 
I of Washington Jg»inst all self-created, secret associations. — 
I He, iheiefore, respectfully invites the aid of correspondents, 
I who are able and willing to assist him in this n^arfare of lib- 
! erty and law, against oppression and outrage ; of light against 
!\ darkness; of fair, open and undisguised policy, against foul, 
' secret, and nocturnal intrigue and conspiracy. 

He invites especially, the communication of all facts, tend- 
ing to show that the Ratavia and Canandaigua outrages have 
been approved by ibe Order ; to this point, the declarations 
of members of the i)rdfcr, made at various times and places, 
he wishes to have correctly reported, and by respectable au- 
thority. 
' The communication likewise, of all facts that are calcula- 
I ted to throw the least ligiit upon the awful fate of the unhappy 
victim of masonic vengeance, wh«> has paid the forfeit of his 
life — to the violated laws of New- York? — NO o f the Unit- 
ed States ?— -NO ot God ?— JNO but of the an 

cient and honourable fraternity oi Free and Accepted JUd 
sonsf'-^ihe Grand High Friests^ihe KNIGHIS TEM- 
PLARS— the PHINCES OF JERUSALEM— and the 
GRAND KINGS — whose privileges, and titles, and claims 
to the exercise of sovereignty, witinn the jurisdiction of New- 
l York, and of the United Stales, have been imported from the 
' ranks of the cnisadt rs,and the dark CRV(>rns of the druids, of the 
old world ! This is the imperium in imperio — the government 
t whhin a government — whose Grand Cpngress was held at 
1 the, town of Stafford, in the county of Genesee, on the 8tb of 
September last, to devise means for enforcing and exectiting 
' its bloody penal code in the cBte^ of William Morgan/ And 
these measures were but too successfully planni'd, and foe 
faithfully executed, for the rigbn of humanityiand the liber-' 
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ties of the people of.lhe sUte of New- York, and of the Upi 
ed States. . ; 

Feilow-Citiz^s — You htve in these remarks a clear vre 
of the principles, by which Thb National Observci! n 
been and will continue to be guided. You are all equally i 
terested with us, in sustaining the constitution and IliWM 
your country, against tht* machinatiaos^f all self-created^;fl» 
cret societitfs. If one private [society, can establish and el 
cute laws, affecting the lives and lil^ftts of the people, anohtl 
er and another mHy do the same t^»; and the General ia 
State ^vernments be thus finally||i^ efibctually set at Al^ 
ance, if not merged in the vorticesof private, secret and A 
created associations. Are you prepared for this f If h<j 
, encourage us in the stand we have taken, and animate othi 
Ediitors, who are honest ^d independent, to pursue the sal 
course. That the Press shbold every where take this stai 
is indispensable to the preservation of your dearest rights : I 
if ever your government nhall be overthrown, the mantle 
darkness will in the first place envelope the conspirators, at 
defend them from your grasp, till they have secured thei 
selves from it^by effecting the destruction of your Kbertic 
All associations^ therefore^ which are not carried on in an 
day4%ghty and whose principles and practices are noifatti 
andfuUi/ made known to the public, are of dangerous U 
dency, and sedulously to be guarded* cf^ainst by a free a$ 
independent people, ; 

It is for you, feltow-citizens^to determine, whether the £c 
tor of The Observrr shall, or shnll not be, supported in t1 
STAND he has deliberHtely and conscientiously assumed.* 
Standing^ as he lioes, on the verge of eternity, to him indivi 
ually it IS of little consequence ; but to all those in the met 
dian of life, ami to our rising^ progeny, it is a ro ^mentouso' 
ject, and one which seriously demands their undivided atte! 
tion, to preserve unimpaired the boon of liberty, nhich Hes 
en bestowed upon our fathers; and which they bequeatm 
to us, in foil confidence tljat we would never prove unjCfratef 
to the oRioiNAL and oivi:«i DONbR, or disgrace thehr no 
mories by a teme surrender of the high privilege at the fbi 
stool of tyranny or usurpation. .; 

S. SOUTHWICK, Editor.^ 
G. GALPIN, PiAKtAcr. i 

Albany, (N. Y.) July 20. 1827. 

Tbrms — Three <lo4lait per annum, payable in advance I 
all solitary subscriptions ; but soptetifes not lestfthan six i 
liuraber, will be charged two dollars and fifty cents^ prevUH 
one of the Quinb«r becoflMS responsible for aU. 
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